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Chapter 1 – A Change in Time


 


A hologram of the past appears out
of a terminal. It is being watched by a hooded man in robes, the hood covering
the top part of his goggles that he had on his face. The Hologram shows the land
of Adus, on planet Ethoria, over a thousand years ago. This was during a time
when people used powers as a way a life.  He watches with curiosity.


Skipping forward a little in time,
the man watches the progression of the Master Tournament. A tournament held to
deem which elemental warrior was the strongest. The winner was dubbed Master
Water, who then announced that a fighter of each element would also be dubbed a
Master and fight together as a team to protect Adus. Master’s Fire, Lightning,
thunder, Rock, and Nether joined together to Form the Masters. Sadly, their downfall
was the work of a black knight, the epitome of evil and darkness, the Dark
Vanquisher. He led an army of black shadowy creatures, called Shadow Dwellers
and almost caused complete destruction. 


The man with the goggles continued
to watch, wishing he could help. He didn’t want to affect the past, however.
The Masters then come to a final confrontation, without the help of Master
Nether, against Vanquisher. He betrayed the Masters and hid before the final
battle. The rest of the Masters sacrificed themselves to imprison Dark
Vanquisher in the realm of Purgatory. The Master’s souls are placed into orbs
and are spread around the continent. Nether eventually did the same.


“It was after this that the people
of Adus outlawed the use of powers. Over the years, people are born with new
element powers and are put into orbs as well. The people of Adus forgot all
about the use of powers and it was eventually looked at as a myth. It was then
prophesied that the return of Dark Vanquisher was imminent. He did return but
he wasn’t back for long. He was defeated shortly after his return and put back
in Purgatory. This great feat was done by the great Sabre, one of the casts
wielding all the Master Orbs,” Said the man with the goggles.


The man waved his hand and the
hologram terminal turned off. He turned to exit the room, closing the door
behind him. The building was the man’s home. He looked out in the distance and
examined the flowing multi-colored aura circling his small house. The man
pulled his goggles up onto his forehead, followed by taking the hood off his
head, hang off the back of his shoulders. He was also wearing black robes with
purple trim, and slip-on shoes. The man is revealed to be Spex, also known as
Master Time, protector of time. His house is located outside of time and all
the realms. He sat down on a chair outside, realizing that it has already been
five years since the events of the group of assassin’s attempts to control all
of Adus. It was Sabre’s descendant, Revolver, that put a stop to them. Closing
his eyes, he starts to reminisce about when he was given the title of the
Proctor of Time. He was Master Time, and it was thanks to the help of a girl.
She was also one of the casts. Spex smirks, as he remembers what a great friend
she was.


Suddenly, he gets a strange feeling,
like something bad just happened. He opened his eyes and saw the circling aura
around his house was different somehow. A crippling pain sudden shot into his
head. It felt like a splitting headache. His memories started flashing in front
of him. The pain was too great and Spex collapsed to the floor face down. He
then blacked out.


He opened his eyes, slowly, and
looked around. Spex sat up and saw that the aura around his house was different
than it usually is. He continued to study his surroundings, trying to search
for an answer to what was happening. He slowly picked himself back up, rubbing
his head. The pain was gone, which made him somewhat relieved. Spex still had
to figure out what happened. He readjusted his goggles and clothing. Then, he
walked back inside his house, through the door. The door closed behind him and
he waves his hands by a terminal, pulling up a hologram of the timeline. Spex,
concentrated, skimmed through the timeline and noticed significant changes.


With a worried look, Spex says,
“This isn’t good, like at all.”


Spex sees major events and small
details have been changed but is not sure how that could have happened. He saw
something that caught his eye. It was during the story of Katana. He played the
memory and a young female voice started narrating what was happening. It was
the voice of Katana.


We went around to the side of the
house but found nothing. Then, suddenly, a couple of black, shadowy creatures
came at charging at us with from behind. I didn’t know what to. Vlayru quickly
took up a metal pipe that was laying up against the house. He started swinging
at them, hitting them away. He then got hit in the face by one of the creatures.
Vlayru fell near my feet and he looked unconscious. The other creature leaped
into the air, readying a strike at me. I started to remember what our parents
taught us when we needed to defend ourselves. I quickly went into a defensive
stance and crossed my arms over my head. I was scared and closed my eyes. But
then, I heard the creature hit something. I opened my eyes and saw something
that looked like a bubble, shining blue. It was surrounding Vlayru and I. It
looked like the bubbled was made of water. The creature was knocked onto the
ground, just outside of the bubble. The bubble dissipated afterward. 


“Wait, this seems different,” Spex
said, confused, “It looks like I should start over and look at the whole
time-period. Maybe I can get some answers on how the timeline changed.” 


Spex started the entire period of
time from the beginning. Her story takes place sixteen years after Dark
Vanquisher was imprisoned by Sabre. There was peace up until about this point.
Katana’s voice started to narrate again.


As I woke up one morning, I sat up
and looked around my room, checking to make sure I wasn’t still dreaming. Every
now and then, I would get these intense dreams. When it first started to
happen, my entire body would get sweaty and I would feel gross. I’ve gotten
used to it since then, but I still get sweaty from time to time. In this dream,
I’m this great warrior fighting with all these elemental powers, like Ice,
Fire, and Water. Alongside me are my best friends, Vlayru, his dad Ryuusei. This
man who is wearing sunglasses and a cape is also there. We are all fighting
against theses shadow-like figures. In one dream, we even fought this sinister,
shady-looking man in a top hat. He gave me the creeps. 


I got up, stretched, and walked
over to my closet to pick out clothes for the day. After, I took a shower and
got changed. I looked in the mirror with my blue eyes and fixing my
reddish-brown hair. My mother then called me from downstairs.  


“Tana! Come and eat breakfast, slow
poke!” She yelled from the kitchen.  


My mother, Hana, is an awesome
person and she’s fun to hang out with. Last week, she took me shopping, and
then to see a movie. She loves to spoil me. 


I ran to the door, and made my way
downstairs and into the kitchen. My mother was finishing making my breakfast.
She was wearing an apron over a red dress that was tight on the top of it. Her
dark brown hair was all off to one side and stopped about almost to her
shoulder. She turned to walk towards the table and saw her red-colored eyes.


“I have to go and meet with my
friends today,” She told me, as she hands me a plate of food. 


The plate had some pancakes and
scrambled eggs with cheese on top. Cheese is a delicacy because dairy is hard
to come by in the Aquis Republic, which is the nation we live in. The land
isn’t good for pasture, so we get it from the Central Union. That made the
cheese all the better in my opinion.  


“Which friends?” I asked, stuffing
my mouth with her amazing pancakes at the same time. 


There was a pause in the
conversation, as my mother grabbed some dirty dishes and put them in the Sink.
She continued, “Oh, some old friends of mine. We’re taking a trip to visit the
Central Tower.” 


She has been going to that tower
ever since I can remember. It was in the middle of the continent And yet she
never invites me, nor even bothered to explain why they go there. Also, I felt
it weird that she came back from these trips so quick. Usually, a trip there
would be a few days.


“It’s important to me, Ryuusei, and
Ayla,” She stated.


I paused in the middle of chewing
and gave my mother a shocked look. 


I quickly swallowed, then blurted
out, “Ryuu and Ayla are going? Vlayru isn’t going, is he?!” I said in a
surprised tone. 


“No, he is coming to hang out here
until we get back like he usually does.” My mother answered.  


She took off her apron and hung it
up on a nearby hook on the wall.


I then said, “Well, at least I’ll
have company-” 


“-No funny business young lady!”
she said, sternly.


“Mother!!” I yelled right back,
crossing my arm. 


I felt my face blush. Vlayru is my
best friend and is like a brother. Plus, what I had in mind was to go out and
explore the forest. It wasn’t like we had home schooling to do.  The tone my
mother used pretty much meant that we must stay cooped up in the house.


She looked away for a moment then
back to me, “Well, I have to run. I’ll see you when I get back, Katana! Love
you!” she said cheerfully, as she sped out the door.


Katana is my full first name, but I
prefer people to call me Tana. I went over to the window to see who these other
friends were, but no one was there.  


“That’s weird. Plus, my mom had
disappeared too,” I confusingly said to myself.


I took one more good look around,
shrugged my shoulders, then went back to eating my breakfast. I finished my
pancakes and eggs, I washed the dishes, and then realized something. 


“I forgot my necklace! That’s
really important!” I said aloud to myself


I ran back upstairs to my room, and
over to my dresser. There it was, lying on top of my dresser, next to a picture
of me and my mother. It was a necklace with a cross on it. I picked it up and
put it on. I don’t know why, but I feel stronger when it’s on. Like I could
fight someone and win. My mother said it was a gift my father gave me before he
passed away. I went back downstairs and did some chores. There was then a knock
on the front door. I went over and opened the door to find Vlayru standing
there. 


“Hey, What’s good? Nice skirt,” He
said. 


He noticed that I was wearing my
button up white shirt, my long frilly blue skirt, and high top black boots. 


I looked down at my outfit and
smiled, “Oh, thank you. Come on in.”


Vlayru, who had long jet-black hair
past his shoulders. He also had white-colored eyes, which I thought looked
creepy at times. A black shirt that said False Imagination, blue ripped jeans,
and some shoes. False Imagination is this awesome rock band that we both listen
to.


Vlayru walked through the door and
said, “My parents left and I was bored.”


I thought for a second, as we
walked into the living room, then brought up “I thought you were supposed to be
here sooner? The adults left for the tower almost an hour ago.”


“They went to the tower again? News
to me,” Vlayru said, plopping on the couch, “The old man must have forgotten to
mention that. Again.”


I sighed, as to not get irritated
that he practically just threw himself on the couch. It was kind of
disrespectful. I noticed that he seemed a little irritated when I mentioned his
dad. I ignored it and continued.


“Well, that’s what my mother told
me, but It’s weird. I went to go look outside for her so call “friend” and they
were gone in seconds.” I said as sat down on the couch.


“Yeah, that is weird. So, you don’t
know about this person?” Vlayru asked me.


I thought for a minute then
answered, “No I don’t, unfortunately. I wish I did though. If it was so
important, why are we always left behind?”


He gave a little “humph”, then
turned on the TV with the nearby remote. 


We started to watch some cartoons
for a while. I started to think about playing some video games and challenge
Vlayru to a fighting game. He always somehow beats me, no matter what game we
play. Suddenly, we heard a loud thump from outside. We looked at each other
then back to where we heard the noise. We both got up and went to investigate.
We quietly made our way out the back door. 


Our house was located just outside
of Waterfall City, the capital city of Aquis Republic, near a forest. All of the
nations are named after what element powers people used to be born with and
used as a means of living. That was before it was used to fight which got out
of hand. Now, everyone in the continent doesn’t use these powers because they
were abolished after someone nearly and the world with his destructive powers.
But, it’s just some story that only our parents believe to be true. 


We went around to the side of the
house but found nothing. Then, suddenly, a couple of black, shadowy creatures
came at charging at us with from behind. We swung around to face them, I didn’t
know what to. Vlayru quickly took up a metal pipe that was laying up against
the house. He started swinging at them, hitting them away. He then got hit in
the face by one of the creatures. Vlayru fell near my feet and he looked
unconscious. The other creature leaped into the air, readying a strike at me. I
started to remember what our parents taught us when we needed to defend
ourselves. I quickly went into a defensive stance and crossed my arms over my
head. I was scared and closed my eyes. But then, I heard the creature hit
something. I opened my eyes and saw something that looked like a bubble,
shining blue. It was surrounding Vlayru and I. It looked like the bubbled was
made of water. The creature was knocked onto the ground, just outside of the
bubble. The bubble dissipated afterward. 


I someone in a black cloak with the
hood up walk up to me. he leaned over with his hands on his hips and look
directly at me. 


“This is only the beginning for
you,” He spoke.


The man gave a little chuckle and
walked away. I then blacked out, as I fell to the ground.


“This isn’t good at all,” Spex
said, in a displeasing tone, pausing the playback. 


He crossed his arms and continued,
“I’m already seeing changes being made here. From what I remember, it was two
men who attack Tana and Vlayru, not those creatures. Also, I don’t remember Vlayru’s
mother being alive or Vlayru even knowing who she is. Also, who is that guy in
the black robe? I have to keep watching for clues.” 


 











Chapter 2 – The Truth


 


I awoke and opened my eyes. the
sight of my mother sitting by me in my bed became clear.  I looked around and
it looked like the sun was setting, due to the orange light coming through the
window.


 “What happened?” I asked my
mother, Rubbing my eyes 


I then moved one of my hands to my
forehead and began to rub it and put the hand down on my stomach. My head felt
a little sore.


“Well, you passed out after those
guys attacked you.” My Mother said. 


She had her hands on my head as I
stopped rubbing it and put it down by side. 


“I did?” I asked, trying to sit up.



My mother helped me up. I then
realized that I was in my room, in my bed.


I continued, “Wait, who was that
guy who took down all those shadowy creatures who attacked us? He was wearing a
black cloak, I think.” 


“Someone in a black cloak? Do you
mean…” She slowly replied back in a kind of mellow tone. 


She turned to look toward the
corner of the room, “…Vlaykre, I think she knows. You can come on out.” 


 “Vlaykre? Who’s that?” I said
looking where my mother was, curiously.


All of a sudden, a man in the black
robe made an entrance through a purple light, which looked like aura, in the
corner. The purple aura disappeared and the man walked a little closer. I can
now see that his robe had markings on the sleeves and spikes on the shoulders.
He had the hood up so it was hard to tell, but it looked like he had long jet-black
hair with streaks of gray hair and a goatee. His eyes were purple and were also
glowing. 


“Hi Katana, my name Vlaykre. I’m an
old friend of Hana, Ryuu, and Ayla. I guess we can’t hide it from you any
longer.” he said to me.


I started to get questions.


I told him, “You’re not the one I
saw from earlier. He had a different cloak on.”


Vlaykre had a curious look on his
face then said, “Well, we can discuss that later.”


He turned to Hana and asked, “Are
you sure, Hana?” 


Hana looked away and closed her
eyes for a moment, then back to Vlaykre.


She replied, “Yes, I’m sure. I know
we wanted things to be normal. But, just like before, you can’t escape
destiny.”  


“Right. Okay, Katana. Let’s go
downstairs. Everyone else is in the living room.” Vlaykre told me. 


I slowly got out of bed and we
followed him downstairs. There was Vlayru standing near his parents, Ryuusei
and Ayla. Ryuu was wearing dark gray monk robes that crossed over in the front,
a sash around the waist, loose pants and slip on shoes. He also had white eyes,
same as Vlayru. Ayla, with her short red hair, was wearing a sleeveless button
up top, jean shorts, bracelets on her wrists, and sandals. Unlike Vlayru and
Ryuu, Ayla had light gray eyes.


I approached them and Ayla said,
“Hi dear, how are you feeling?”


“I’m okay. Thank you,” I answered
with a smirk.


“That is to be expected from you,”
Ryuu added, with a smirk.


I looked at him with curiosity and
asked, “What does that mean?”


Ryuu chuckled, and replied, “You’ll
know one day, Tana.”


Not really knowing how to respond
to that, I looked at Vlayru and asked, “Are you doing, okay?”


“I’m fine. I’m little sore, but no
worries.” He answered, reassuringly.


Vlaykre then stated, “Try and get
comfortable kids, because this might not be easy to take in.”  


“Vlayru you sit on the couch next to
Katana. this concerns you as well,” Ryuu commanded to his son.


Vlaykre crossed his arms and waited
for us to get situated on the couch. I sat upright and Vlayru slouched back.


“The nations are starting to get in
a bad situation again. What Hana, Ryuu, Ayla and myself do when we go to the
Central Union is first to go the tower to pray to The Creator. At first, that
was all we did, but as of recently, after we finish with praying, we go to the
Central Union capital building. We have been trying to call a meeting between
all the nations’ leaders to get them to unify under a peace treaty and bring
back the use of elemental powers again. Currently, the use of these powers is
abolished and has been that way for over a thousand years. it’s to the point where
most people say it’s myth”, explained Vlaykre. 


“Elemental powers?!” Vlayru and I
said together. 


Vlayru sat up straight and we
looked at each other for a moment out of concern and confusion. We then turn
our attention back at Vlaykre. 


Vlaykre nodded, “Yes. Do you know
what happened when one of those creatures tried to hurt you?” 


“Yeah, there was this blue
aura-like thing around me that blocked the attack. It kind of looked like a
bubble that was made of water, I guess,” I answered, trying to describe what I
saw by using my spread-out arms. 


“That is what happens to people
when they try and protect themselves with their powers. Their element that they
are born with is channeled through their bodies. This happens either with or
without trying. It bursts out from their bodies to protect them. You channeled
your inner power Tana and created a shield to protect yourself and Vlayru
without even thinking about it,” My mother explained. 


“So, what you’re saying is, that
everyone has elemental powers?” Vlayru asked. 


“Yes exactly, some people don’t use
them. Others never find their power at all. It was originally used to help with
everyday living before it was then discovered as a means for fighting. But the
fighting almost led to the destruction of the planet, then to it being
abolished and forgotten,” Ryuu explained.


“This is awesome! What is mine?” Vlayru
said in amazement.


“Well, I have a special rare
element. It is light and I was the first person ever to be born with it. you
have the same element as well, Vlayru. I felt it,” Ryuu explained to Vlayru.


Vlaykre chimed in, “Mine is a
special unique power, for the same reason as Ryuu. My power is gravity. It’s so
great I’m am king in another realm. Also, because I’m royalty, but I’ll get
around to telling you that another time.” 


“Pshh, show off,” Ryuu said quietly,
grimacing and rolling his eyes. 


“So, then what is mine?” I said. 


“You have Water powers. That’s why
the dome you created looked it was made of water. I was really hoping you would
have gotten fire powers, like me,” My mother told me. 


I was shocked and amazed. Me with
powers? I would never have guessed it. Is this a blessing? Maybe it is a curse
we all share? Is this even for real? 


“It’s true. Everyone has powers,
some even untapped powers. We need you, Katana.” Vlaykre said as if he read my
mind. 


“Okay well, if everyone has powers,
why am I so special? Why not Vlayru or his dad since they have a special rare
ability to use light powers.” 


“Katana, you have a special ability
that is even rarer than light powers. Have you ever heard of the casts?”
Vlaykre questioned.


“Yes, I have. There were three, I
believe. One was good, one was bad, and one who was kind of both. In the end,
it was the good one who saved the world in the last war. He used special powers
and was joined by his friends who also used…” I paused and then it hit me,
“…Wait! It was you guys who were in the war. You knew the ‘Good Cast’!” I
answered back in excitement. 


“Very good, you know your history.
Yes, it was us who helped the ‘Good Cast’ save the world from destruction
sixteen years ago. It was his leadership that saved the entire world,” Vlaykre
revealed.  


I was in awe. 


“So, why were you keeping this from
us?” I asked them. 


My mother sat on the opposite side
of me from where Vlayru sat.


She explained in a soft voice, “We
thought you would live normal lives if we kept it secret, and we thought that
we could get the nations lift the forgot ban on elemental powers. It was
something that the ‘Good Cast’ wanted to do but never got a chance to
accomplish. We also hid you away from the world fearing that something would
trigger your powers in public.” 


Alya continued, “Right now, the
public isn’t ready for elementals yet. But after lifting the ban, we hope to
show the world that element powers are good. We thought that evil has balanced
out with good sixteen years ago. That was until now We were attacked by the
same creatures that attacked you two were earlier at the same time. They are
called Shadow Dwellers. They are from another realm, called the Shadow Realm.” 


Vlaykre then added, “We have
decided that it’s time to go with plan B, and have both of you guys helped us.
Our hope is that if the cast can gather the orbs and have that be a metaphor
for harmony, then things can continue to be peaceful.” 


“Okay, but back to my question. Why
am I important? What does it have to do with the casts?” I responded.


They paused for a moment, then My
Mother broke the silence, “Because, Katana, you’re the new cast.” 


My mouth dropped and my eyes
widened. I was speechless. Vlayru looked a little worried. The adults waited
for a response from me. My mother also looked worried. 


“Uhmm, can you repeat that?” I
said, in need of hearing it again.


Ayla got closer and said, “We were
told that you were the new cast after you were born by the Creator. We didn’t
want to believe that something similar to what happened sixteen years ago would
happen again. So we took action by unifying the nations and making the use
powers a way of life again.”


“I…..I’m……….I am the new Cast?!” I
said still in awe, kind of shaking. 


“Yes, you are. We need you to go on
the Cast Pilgrimage, same as the ‘Good Cast’ did, to find all the orbs of the
Masters to help us fight this new evil and get everyone to use elemental powers
again.” Vlaykre explained.


I sat there comprehending
everything. I looked over at Vlayru, who was processing everything as well. 


He then spoke, “You said that
nations are in a bad way. What do you mean by that?”


Ayla then spoke, “Even though the
Nation’s leaders are considering a treaty, they still have trust issues.
Especially with the Dark Empire, since they had something to do with all the
past wars, excluding the Heaven and Hell War in past happened. They have been
trying to make amends for the past sixteen years, after electing a new
emperor.”


Vlaykre continued, “This talk of a
peace treaty has stirred what we think is a rebellion. But, it is also just a
rumor, so we are unsure. It's worth at least preparing for though, which is why
more ever we need you to collect The Master Orbs.”


Ryuu added, “Now it seems we have
to deal with the shadow dwellers again, which means someone opened the portals
to the Shadow Realm again. Makes me wonder if there is a connection.”


I then remembered something when we
were attacked.


I exclaimed, “Oh! That guy appeared
when we were attacked. He was in a black cloak and had his hood up, so I
couldn’t tell what he looked like at all.”


“Did he say anything?” Ayla asked
me.


I answered, “Yeah he said, “That it
was just the beginning for me.” What do you think that means?”


The adults looked worried. We all
fell silent, I escaped to my thoughts for a few moments.


“How about you guys think on a
decision whether to go or not. We’ll give you some time to do so,” My mother
asked us.


We both agreed and Vlayru left with
his parents and Vlaykre disappeared into the purple aura. I looked at my
mother.


    “Hey, Mother. If you have fire
powers, how did I get water powers?” I asked her.


My mother was silent for a minute and
was looking around the room. She her attention back to me.


She started to smile and answered,
“It is because of your father. He had water powers. He is also why we live in
the Aquis Republic. He was from Waterfall City. It is where we met. We were
only kids then. He said wanted to live in this house that he had built. He told
me he loved this forest and that he would play in a lot as a kid since it was
right outside the city.” Her smile then turned to a frown and continued “He
died before this house was done being built. Ryuu and Alya wanted to be close,
so they had their house built near ours.”


Questions started filling my head. 


I asked her, “So, did Father really
die or are you lying about what happened to him?”


I got a little upset when I started
to think that my mother was lying to me this whole time. I had asked her the
same question when I was little. Back then, she just told me he joined military
and was killed while on a mission. My mother started to look sad.


“Your father did die on a mission.
It was shortly after you were conceived. He was part of our team, sixteen years
ago. He died on the battlefield. He died a hero though,” She explained, sobbing.



She looked away, but I could see a
tear roll down her cheek. I gave her a hug to comfort her. I started getting
teary eyed myself. 


“I’m sorry,” I softly said to her.


I felt her arms squeeze me tighter.









Chapter 3 – Reach Out


 


They gave Vlayru and I some time to take in all the information they gave
us, we decide on whether to go on the pilgrimage or not. In the meantime, we
both decided that we wanted to learn how to use our powers. The next day, we met
up outside, out front of Vlayru’s house.


“Valykre!” yelled Vlayru.


Vlaykre appeared behind us out of purple aura moments later. I jumped a
little and almost lost my footing.


“You have to stop doing that,” I said, sternly.


I also tried to regain my composure.


Vlaykre chuckled a little, “I’ll consider that. Now, did you decided on
what you are going to do?”


Vlayru and I looked at other, then back at Vlaykre.


Vlayru spoke, “Not yet. What we actually want to do right now though was
do some training with you.”


“We want to know how to use these powers we have,” I added.


Vlaykre examined us for a moment, then smirk.


“That would be an excellent idea,” Vlaykre said in agreement.


“I second that,” Said someone from behind us. 


We turned at saw Ryuu walking up to us. He looked ready to go train,
holding a bow staff in his hand.


Vlaykre looked over at Ryuu, “Alright then, let’s do this. Ryuu, you take
your son. I’ll take Tana.”    


“Sounds like a perfect idea to me. Let’s go, Vlayru,” Ryuu commanded of
his son.


Vlayru didn’t look happy about it. He rolled his eyes and walked towards
Ryuu.


“I’ll see you later, Tana,” Vlayru said to me in a dull tone.


Ryuu turned around and started to walk off in the distance with Vlayru
following.


Vlaykre turned to walk in the opposite direction then paused. 


He said to me, “Follow me, Tana. We are going to river.”


He continued walking forward and I followed. We made our way through the
forest and arrived at the nearby river. Vlaykre stopped right next to the water
then turned to look at me.


He spoke, “Go ahead and sit with your legs crossed by the water.”


“Why am I doing this?” I asked, making my way closer to the water and sat
down on the rocks.


Vlaykre explained, “Since you’re a water user, you should be by water.
Training without water is possible, but it makes it harder. This is what the ‘Good
Cast’ did when he trained his powers. What you are going to do is meditate and
feel the flow of water. Empty your mind.” 


I studied the river trying to figure out exactly what Vlaykre was telling
to do. 


“Okay, I’ll I guess I’ll try,” I replied.


I sat down near the water and closing my eyes. I emptied my mind and
reached out to the river. I felt the flow of the river. I did this for the next
twenty minutes. Vlaykre was meditating as well. I started to lose my patience.
I didn’t understand why I was doing this, so I gave up. I stood up and gave a
huff as I turned around and stomped away from the river.


Angerly, I said, “I can’t do this.”


“Yes, you can. I know you can because you are your father’s daughter.”
Vlaykre argued.


I stopped, crossed my arms, and questioned, “What do you know about my
father?”


Vlaykre looked at me for a minute then
spoke, “He was bravest, strong willed person I have ever met. He never gave up.
He was also my best friend. There was a time that he didn’t want any part in
what he was told to do either but then realized that what he had to do was for
the greater good. He gave up his life to make sure we all could live. I see a
lot of him in you. You just need to uncover it.” 


Vlaykre moved his focus to the river. I couldn’t really see his face from
the hood he had on, but I could tell he was upset. 


Looking back at me, Vlaykre continued, “The
point of feeling the river is to feel the flow of water aura that is in you.
Once you feel that, you can then manipulate it and release it out of your
body.”


I thought of what Vlaykre told me. He was right. If I was going to do
this, I need try harder.  I made my way back next to the water, sat back down.
I closed my eyes again and reached out to the river once more. I started to
feel something resonate from my necklace. I then started to understand the flow
Vlaykre was mentioning.


“Good, I can feel you starting to feel it. keep it up,” Vlaykre
complemented.


After an hour, I started to feel something flow through my body.


“Are you feeling your power, yet?” Vlaykre asked


I responded, “Yes I do. I get this feeling of calmness from it.”


Vlaykre explained, “That’s normal. Water
users are normally calm and collected people due to the nature of water. now
that you feel it, put your hand out. You need to take control of that flow and
channel it out of your hand.”


“Got it,” I said softly, trying to concentrate. 


I put my hand out with the palm of my hand facing up. I imagined myself
grabbing a hose that water was blasting out of, waving around furiously out of
control. I then imagined me grabbing hold of it and directing it into a hole in
the wall that was in front of me.


Vlaykre the said, “Tana, open your eyes”


Opening my eyes, I saw water droplets rising up from the palm of my hand
into the air and vanishing. I was amazed. I looked over at Vlaykre with a big
smile. Vlaykre smirk and nodded his hand.


“I told you that you could do it. We still have more training to do
though,” Vlaykre told me.


A week went by, and I learned how to use water powers in combat and how
to exhibit a technique where you create a beam of water from your hands called
Water Blast. Vlaykre told me this technique can be used with most element
powers. I got together in the living room of my house with everyone else.  Vlayru
was wearing loose clothing and had a cloth around his neck. I can also see some
bruises on his arms. He must have had some intense training.


“Have you decided on what to do?” Vlaykre said while standing off to the
side of the room. 


I look down at the floor for a moment then back up. 


“I don’t know. I mean, I want to help, but
following a destiny blindly isn’t something I really want to do,” I replied.


Vlaykre gave a quick chuckled and said, “He said that same thing too”.  


“Who did?” I asked him. 


He replied, “The one you call the ‘Good Cast’. You will learn why soon
enough. Just be patient.” 


After a long pause of contemplating and thinking of a final decision, I
broke the silence.


“Okay, I’ll do it,” I spoke.


                “You
mean ‘we’ will?” Vlayru said, correcting me smiling.


I smiled back and said, “Oh yeah, sorry. We
will do it. If the fate of the world is at risk, then it seems like it’s up to
us to fix it.” 


“Great, it’s settled. You will leave tomorrow, then,” Vlaykre said, after
standing up from his leaning position. 


“Your job is to collect all the spirit orbs
of The Masters throughout the continent. After the ‘Good Cast’ used them they
left his body and scatter across the continent,” My mother added.


                 “Wait,
who are the Masters?” I asked.


“The Masters were a group of people who were
around over a thousand years ago. Each member was a master of each of the
elements, and they were considered chosen ones. That was until one battle, they
all had to fight the one who almost brought destruction to the planet. They
couldn’t win against him so they used an ultimate technique called the element
blast that sacrificed themselves by locking their spirits into orbs. The orbs
get spread out after being used all at once. The ‘Good Cast’ used this same
technique before the orbs got spread around. Also, before I forget, only casts
can have more the one orb. Anyone else can only have one. Having more than one
will kill you because the normal human body can’t handle it.” Vlaykre
explained. 


“Damn, I was hoping to use a few myself,” Vlayru added.


After processing the story, I then asked, “Well, who is the one who
almost brought destruction?” 


Ayla, with a serious face, answered, “His
name is the Dark Vanquisher. His power also gives him control over the Shadow
Dwellers who come from the Shadow Realm. It has been said to have been created
at the same time as Vanquisher received his dark power. Don’t worry; the ‘Good
Cast’ put Vanquisher back in the Purgatory Realm before he ‘disappeared’. He
can’t get out for a long time.”  


“Any more questions, honey?” my mother asked. 


“No, I get everything now,” I told them.


Everyone got up and exited the house except for my mother and I. We spent
the rest of day spending time with each other. We were both sitting on the
couch. We were watching a movie. It was a comedy movie, but my mind was
wondering, so I wasn’t really paying attention. All this talk of the past and
my father made me wonder about my grandparents and how I never saw them.


“Mother, whatever happened to my grandparents?” I asked her.


She looked at me for a moment then
responded, “Well, like I told you last time, they all died long before you were
even born.”


“On both sides of the family, right?” I asked back.


My Mother nodded “Yes. Your father’s parents
were in the Aquis Republic’s military and died during a mission when he was
still a baby. My parents and I were circus performers. I left to be part of the
Central Union military and they didn’t take it so well. They didn’t want me to
go and tried to stop me from going. That only made me want to leave even more.
Sometime after I left, my mother died while performing a stunt and my father
disappeared and no one has seen him since. I’m under the assumption he’s either
dead or lives under a rock somewhere. Metaphorically speaking.”


I looked back to the movie and replied “Oh…”


My mind trailed off and continued wonder about my heritage.


The next day, my mother knocked on the door followed by entering my room.
She walked over to me and woke me up by lightly shaking my shoulder.


 “Wake up Katana, today’s the day! I have something for you,” Said,
cheerfully.


I sat up in my bed, stretched, and then
rubbed my eyes and yawned. 


“What is it?” I replied, still groggy.


My Mother sat on the bed and said, “I want
you to have these. These are clothes that act as armor called flex armor and
cloth armor. They were your father’s old armor before upgrading to better
armor. It is actually the prototype versions of the flex armor, chained pants
armor, and a cape that he and the ‘Good Cast’ liked to wear on one of his
shoulders. It was funny, but I also thought it was fitting.”


I widened my eyes and started to study the armor. 


“Whoa, really? This is great. Thank you, mother,” I said to her with a
big smile.


She smiled back, “You’re welcome. I’ll see you downstairs.”  


She stood back up and exited the room. 


The top flex armor was a gray, tight, long sleeve shirt and felt
stretchy. There was also shoulder pauldrons, a short black cape with blue trim,
and baggy black pants with blue trim and chains. It all looked used, but it
also looked like my Mother had made some repairs to them. I took the chains off
of the pants since I didn’t really want them. I put them in my drawer for safe keeping.


After a quick shower, I put the clothes on. I put the cape around my
waist instead of my shoulders.  I pulled out a black and blue scarf from my
dresser and put it around my neck. I fixed my messy hair. I put my bangs over
my forehead and the rest of my hair went straight down. I then put on some
boots. I walked over and looked at my large mirror. I really liked my finished
look. 


I look around my room. It was going to be last time I’d be in here, at
least for a while. After I was ready, I ran downstairs with my stuff packed and
ready to go. I ran outside where everyone was there. Vlayru was wearing a cool
outfit. He had a brown open robe, which had a symbol on the back, a white shirt,
black baggy pants, and white shoes. He was still wearing his blindfold. I
wondered why he was wearing it. The adults were staring at me, smirking.


Ignoring them, I ran up to Vlayru and asked, “Hey Vlayru, nice outfit.
What is with the black blindfold?”


“It’s part of my light training. I must wear
this 24/7. I use my light powers to see rather than an outside light source, such
as the sun or a room light,” Vlayru explained. 


I looked at him weird, then said, “Oh. That’s pretty weird, but okay
then.”


He then complimented, “You have a nice outfit, yourself. Looks a bit old though.”


“We won’t be going with you on your journey,” My mother interrupted. 


“Why won’t you?” I asked, looking a little upset. 


Ayla spoke, “This is something you will need
to do on your own. Maybe if you’re lucky, you can find more people to join you
on your pilgrimage. Plus, we called for another gathering of the nation’s
leader and we need to be there.” 


My mother then added, “In the meantime,
while we wait, we need to find some of our other friends and let them know that
things are starting to stir. Oh, and before I forget, take these.”


She gave me a small bag filled with a lot of Nero, so we can buy things
that we need, and a case. I took the bag, opened the case, and saw red colored
capsules.


My mother then told me, “Those are red pills. Take them if you ever get
hurt and need to heal.”


“If you need help, just call my name. The
first place you should look is in the Thunderlands, to the north. I was picking
up on some leads there just the other day. I heard that someone was causing
trouble and had electricity surging around his body. You both understand?”
Vlaykre told them. 


We both answered, “Yes.” 


I closed the case and put it away.


“There is something I’ve been wanting to give you, Tana,” Vlaykre said to
me.


 He pulled out a sword and unsheathed it. 


“This was the ‘Good Cast’s’ that he left behind. It should prove useful
to you,” He said.


I took the sword and studied it. The blade was black with had a silver
edge, a metal hand guard, and a large pommel below the grip.  put it in the
sheath, and strapped it onto my back. 


“I have something for you too, Vlayru,” Ryuu said, handing him a metal
staff.  


It had metal cylinder pieces on either end of it and a grip in the
middle.


Ryuu continued by saying, “This staff is the
first staff that I used before I switched to my duel swords. Take care of it,
son.” 


“Do you best in any fight, Vlayru,” Alya
told him with a smirk.


Vlayru smirked and nodded. Ayla grabbed him and hugged him tightly. My
Mother did the same thing to me and I hugged her back.


“Take care of yourself, Katana,” She sobbed.


I could hear her crying. I smiled and hugged her back. I felt tears run
down my face.


“I will, Mother,” I said back, softly.


“So, is there a car we can take?” Vlayru asked.


Hana replied, “You guys aren’t old enough to drive yet. Plus, the walk keeps
you in shape.”


“Yeah, you’re going to need it,” Vlaykre added.


Vlayru sighed a little. We said our last goodbyes and headed down the
road. It was just us now.









Chapter 4 – The Enemy


                    


We got a few hours down the road.
The road, which was a dirt road, went through the Mist Swap. I remembered this
swap front when I was kid exploring the forest. I never got past this point
though. It was hard to see in the distance since this is where the mist starts.


“This is weird. I never thought I
would actually do something like this,” I said slowing down.


I looked around, stopped, and
looked back behind me. Vlaykru stopped and looked at me.


He then said, “Don’t look back,
Tana. We need to move forward and looking back won’t help.”


I continued to look behind me. all
I saw were trees where the road disappears into them. I sighed and turned. Suddenly,
I heard something whiz through the air and hit something. I froze for a moment,
then slowly looked over at the Vlayru and saw a blade stuck in his chest. My
eyes widen in terror.


I barely spoke, “Vlayru?!”


Vlayru was immediately coughing up
blood as more blood dripped from where the blade was. I saw a chain attached to
the blade. I followed it and saw a man, dressed in all black, looking at us
with an evil smile. The man yanked back on the chain hard causing the blade to
get pulled out of Vlayru’s chest. It flew back to the man and into his hand.
Vlayru dropped to the ground face down and a pool of blood began to spread out
from his body. He walked slowly towards me still smiling. I froze and I didn’t
know what to do. 


‘How did I not sense him standing
there? That’s what I get for dropping my guard,’ I said in my head. 


The man got close and raised his
hand up above his hand and quickly swung down stabbing me in the chest. I felt
a pain I couldn’t describe. I started to get cold and lost conscience.


Spex fell to his knees and began to
feel weak.


“No…Tana…this isn’t good at all.
Tana can’t die. Who was that guy anyway? He looks familiar,” Spex said,
panting. 


He fought to stand up and then
spoke, “I need to stop him.”


Spex closed his eyes, used his
powers, and disappeared into a purple aura. He opened his eyes to see the aura
disappear quickly. He was in the same swap as Tana and Vlayru. He looked off
into the distance as he saw Tana and Vlayru walking down the nearby road. He
crouched down behind some tall grass and peaked out to see what was going on. Tana
started to walk slow. Spex looked around and felt an evil presence nearby.


Tana stopped and turned to look the
direction they came from. Vlayru stopped and examined Tana. Spex the felt a
presence move towards them from the trees. He saw the man in the black and Spex
used a technique to stop time. He ran over to the man, grabbed him, dragged him
back over to where the man was hiding and pushed the man up against a tree.
Time continued to flow. 


Very quietly, Spex ordered, “Tell
me why you are targeting them, now!”


The man was dressed in a black
overcoat, a black shirt, black tie, and a black vest. He also had black slacks,
suede shoes, and had long black and gray hair. Looking at his face he had pale
skin, a scar across one eye, both eyes were red, and his mouth was wide. He
started to look familiar. 


“You must be the time brat I was
told about. He said I wouldn’t have to deal with you, but I guess he lied to
me,” The man said, shrugging his shoulders.


                Spex began to feel rage and tighten up on
his hold on the man.


“Who are you working for?” Spex
said sternly.


The man smiled big, “Sorry there,
Spexy. I can’t reveal all my secrets.”


He began to laugh and put on a top
hat on his head and black aura began to surround the man. Spex wound up his
fist and tried to swing a punch at him. He ended up hitting the tree instead. 


“Ow, damn it,” Spex said in pain,
fighting to stay quiet. 


He took a knee and grabbed his
fist. He thought to himself about that man. 


He then began to think of who he
was, “Wasn’t that...”


 “Is somebody there?” Spex heard in
a girl’s voice, coming from the road.


He peeked around the tree and saw
both Tana and Vlaykru looking in his direction, but they couldn’t see him.


Spex stopped peeking, and thought
to him himself, “I can’t let them see me. they aren’t supposed to meet me yet.”


He used his powers and disappeared
in his aura again, then appeared back in his house. He started to feel better
than he did before.


“Tana is the dear friend.” Spex
said to himself, “Without her, I I wouldn’t be alive right now. Which is why I
need to do what I can to protect her. That said, I still don’t feel right.
There is something else going on here. I need to continue watching and look out
for that guy. Why can’t I remember who he is though? I remember Tana saying
that he dreamed of seeing a guy with a top hat. Is it the same guy?”


He turned back to the hologram and
continued to watch.


                “I don’t see anyone, Tana,” Vlayru said,
looking around.


“I could have sworn there was
someone there,” I responded, walking closer to where I think someone was.


Vlaykre sighed, “Tana, let’s just
go.”


I stopped and looked for a moment
longer. I couldn’t see anyone.


“Already then, let’s go.
Apparently, you have a hot date or something,” I said in a snarky tone, walking
back to the road. 


“How would I have a hot date?” Vlayru
said back in an offended tone.


“I don’t know, you tell me,” I said
back, laughing.


A few days of traveling toward the
Thunderlands went by. It really was different staying in different taverns,
inns, as well staying in woods for the night. I’ve been so used to sleeping in
a bed my whole life. I never went camping. Vlayru didn’t seem to mind it too
much.  We just had gotten past the Central Union and Thunderlands border, while
in the Bolt Plains. It started to rain, so we went in a nearby cave and set up
a fire. We both hit the sack due to how tired we were. 


In the middle of the night, I was
woken up by my element sense. It’s something we were both taught in our
training. Vlaykre told me that my cast power made my senses better than even
someone with trained sensing abilities, which was probably why I felt someone
or something was back in the swap and Vlayru didn’t. I looked around me, but I
didn’t see anyone. Vlayru was still asleep, which means he probably didn’t
sense the presence that I was sensing. It stopped raining, but there was a lot
of lightning and thunder still. My mother had told me once that this kind of
weather was normal in this area. I went over to where I was feeling the
presence. 


I got really close and started to
feel multiple presences. It ended up being a group of people in black hooded
robes and heading in the direction of Central City, which is in the Central
Union. I got closer to them and ducked behind a boulder, and peaked around it.
They all stopped and one of them turned around. The person looked right at me.
They were all were all wearing black cloaks. They looked just like one that the
guy was wearing who was with shadow dwellers that attacked us. The others
stopped and looked at him then in the direction he was looking.


“Come on out. I know exactly where you
are. Don’t make me hurt you,” he threatened. 


‘I recognize that voice. It must be
the same person from before. How can he sense my power, though? He must be
highly trained,’ I thought to myself.


I stood up, walked out in the open,
and unsheathed my sword. I couldn’t make out what they looked like because
their hoods covered half their faces. The one that threatened me appeared to be
the leader of this group.


“I sensed your power. The amount of
power I feel radiating from you Is…remarkable,” The leader said.


One of the others step forward and
said, “I’ll take her, my lord. You guys go on ahead.”


“Are you sure, Radikus?” The leader
said.


Radikus pulled out a long sword.
The others turned and continued in the same direction they were going earlier.
The man lunged fast at me. I saw lightning arch across different parts of his
body. I blocked it. I looked at his face and saw that he had sunglasses on and
a blonde goatee. Then, all of a sudden, he was running towards me from my right.
I held up my sword to block, but then got hit I got hit in the back. He was so
fast. I figured this must be the power of lightning.


“Do you have Master Lightning’s
powers?” I questioned him, trying to ignore the pain.


“What was your first guess?” He
replied, “Your element power is nothing compared to mine. You’re going to
lose.” 


I got up and readied myself and
lunged at him, my water powers flowing out of me to strengthen my attack. Just
as I was right in front of him, he sidestepped me and hit me with a lightning
attack. It hurt extremely bad. My water powers were making it worse too. Just
then, he was above me, descending toward me with his electrically charged
sword. I blocked it with my Water Shield which stopped the attack. It made him
bounce off and land on the ground. The lightning he used arc around the bubble
and shocked me.  


I fell to one knee but caught
myself with one of my hand on the ground. I fought the pain and saw Radikus
thinking of his next move. I quickly took the shield down. With my hand already
on the ground, I shot a Hydro Geyser Blast up from under him. It’s a technique
that shoots a thick beam of water up from the ground. He blocked it with his
hands that were covered with arcs lightning. I jumped up and slashed at his
opening. I landed and stumbled over onto the ground. I really needed to work on
my landings. I looked up and he was gone just, then I looked to the right and saw
him charging at me with another lightning attack. 


Just then, Vlayru ran in and shot
his Light Beam attack at him. It made him fly backward. The Light Beam attack
was a narrow beam of light that shoots out from the index finger. I heard
Radius yell in pain as he fell to the ground. I used the opportunity to my
advantage.  I used Water Blast, which is just like the Hydro Geyser Blast, but
it comes directly from the palm of my hand. It’ll shoot straight out in any
direction I point my hand at.


My attack subsided, we didn’t see
him anywhere. We looked around for a moment. Suddenly, he shot up into the air
from the trees and used a massive lightning attack. It struck the ground,
expanding outwards within a large radius. It hit us both, sending us backward
into the air and I landed on my back into a bush. I laid in the bush for a
minute. I was really sore and I had a hard time moving. I didn’t see where
Vlayru landed.


 “Those idiots didn’t know what was
coming to them,” I head Radikus say, then chuckled.


He started to continue toward the
Central City to try and catch up with the rest of his group. I looked over
Vlayru jumped out from where ever he was and used Light Beam one more time. I suddenly
got enough adrenaline to jump out of the bush and charge up a Water Blast that
I directed towards Radikus. He dodged the Light Beam, but then got hit by my
Water Blast. I then lunged forward towards him, reached out, and put my hand on
his arm. I tried to throw him to ground. I suddenly felt something absorb into
me and let go, surprised and confused. I landed nearby and saw that Radikus was
lifeless on the ground. I examined him and concluded that I may have killed
him. Just then, I looked over my shoulder, as I felt someone put their hand on
the same shoulder. I looked saw a man, who was glowing yellow, looking back at
me.


“Thank you for absorbing my orb. My
name is Master Lightning,” The man said.


I was startled and shrieked. I fell
to the ground and stared at Master Lightning.


“Master Lightning? How are you
here? I thought you were dead?” I asked, still in shock.


Master Lighting explained, “I’m a
part of you now. When you touched Radikus, you inherently used the ability to
absorb my orb. I thank you for that.” 


I studied him more. He was wearing
ancient metal armor and had long hair that was tied back.


I was stunned but managed to speak,
“Your welcome, my name is Tana.”


“You must be the New Cast. I can
tell from the power I’m sensing from you. It’s similar to what I sensed from
the last Casts.” Lightning responded.


“Yeah” I replied.


I looked back at Radikus then back
at Lightning, “Did I kill him?”


Lightning explained, “Well, the
absorption process takes a lot out of the person that is losing the orb. In
this case, yes you did. Since he was battle damaged and worn out, the
absorption process took the rest of what was keeping him going.”


I stared back at Radikus and got
lost in thought. Killing someone really hit me. I never thought of killing
someone while on this journey. Or ever for that matter.


“I need to meet up with Vlayru,” I
told Lightning.


He disappeared and I found Vlayru.
We went back to the cave without saying a word and fell asleep.  The next day,
we got up and headed toward Thunder City. We got a room at a hotel in the city.
Just then, Vlaykre appeared out of nowhere. 


“Hey, guys. How goes the
pilgrimage?” Vlaykre asked.


“Good, I feel that my powers have
gotten better, And Tana has bagged her first power Master Orb last night,
Master Lightning,” Vlayru replied.


“Very good. I do have some news to
share. We have learned that there is confirmation that a rebellion that has
formed. There were reports of a group of people there meeting up and causing
some issues in a small town north of Waterfall City. Their goal is to most
likely start a war,” Vlaykre explained. 


I started to wonder more about this
rebellion and questioned, “Do we know who these people are?” 


“Not yet, but we’ll get to bottom
of it. In the meantime, who was the guy who had Lightning’s orb?” Vlaykre asked
us. 


“I’m not sure. He was with these
other guys in black robes, and he said his name was Radikus. I had to kill him,”
I explained. 


Vlaykre had a look on his face. I
could tell he knew I was feeling indifferent about it.


“Don’t worry about killing people.
If he wasn’t ready to die, he wouldn’t have fought you in the first place,” He
told me.


“I thought you fought for defense,
not to kill or be killed,” I responded harshly.


Vlaykre sigh, “Yes we do fight for
defense. Sometimes there are people that need to be stopped, and the only to do
so is to end their life. I’m not saying to go on a killing spree because that’s
wrong. You just have to realize that this kind of fighting is going to lead to
death.”


I didn’t say anything. I just
looked down with my arms crossed.


Vlaykre changed the subject and
asked, “You said there were guys in black robes, right?”


I replied in a low tone, “Yes.”


“Interesting. That matches the
description of the rebellion members. You also said one of them was named Radikus,
right?” Vlaykre asked in response.


“Yeah, that’s right,” Vlayru
responded.


“That sounds like…never mind.
Continue with your pilgrimage, I’ll see you two later,” He said, followed by
disappearing in the purple aura, as he usually does. 


“Well, I’m off to look around the
city and enjoy myself,” Vlayru said and left. 


The next day, we left the Inn and
started heading towards the Scorchis Kingdom. 









Chapter 5 – The Merc


 


Two days have passed since we left the Inn. We were attacked by the shadow
dwellers a few times while making our way the Scorchis Kingdom. It was good
practice on how to use lightning powers. I started questioning how they knew
where we were. Something didn’t sit well with me. It was getting late and we
came up on another Inn. Even though Vlayru wanted to keep going, I couldn’t
tell he was tired. We entered the Inn, got a room for the night, and got
situated. After that, we went back downstairs and sat at a table in the eatery
area. Vlayru ordered coffee for both of us. I looked around, only to see
regular average people. He came back with our hot coffees in hand. I took a
sip, and then went back to studying the people.


“What are you sensing for, Tana? Their non-existing powers?” Vlayru asked
after studying me for a second. 


“How did you know?” I asked. 


He took a sip of his coffee, then explained,
“It’s not that hard to notice. Your power is radiating like a beacon when you
do it. I can probably sense your power from three miles away. You need to be
conspicuous right now. With all these attacks, the rebellion might be watching
our moves.” 


“You’re right,” I said softly, drifting my attention behind me.


I slightly felt an elemental presence coming from a man sitting in the
corner.


“Something is bothering me about that guy
sitting by himself in the corner behind me,” I whispered to Vlayru, after
looking back at him.


Vlayru tilted his head slightly to see him. The guy was sitting there at
a table in the corner, head looking down and eyes closed, drink in hand, taking
slow sips. Up against the wall next to him was a sword in its sheath. He had wavy
dark hair, what looked like red flex armor without the sleeves, black pants,
and red boots. I glance over to another direction as two people in black suits.
Something about them was familiar. They got up from where they were sitting and
made their way over to him. 


“Are you, Mabel?” one of them asked the man in the corner.


He looked up at the man, as he opened his dark gray eyes, and gave him a
stern look. 


“First of all, it's Kaido. Don’t call me Mabel, I hate that name. Second,
what do you want?” 


“We have a proposition for you if you’re interested. You’re a mercenary,
right?” the other guy asked. 


“Yes, am I, what of it?” Kaido replied. 


“Absolutely nothing, we just wanted to make
sure of who you were. So, will you take a step outside and listen to our
proposition?” the first guy asked him. 


There was a pause.  Kaido looking back down at his drink and took another
sip.


“No, I won’t. You guys are probably some
powerful money dealing punk thugs who are looking to kill people who are
against you. You probably think that someone of my expertise is skilled enough
to kill all your enemies, which I probably am. After I do the deed, you will
probably have me killed, so you guys get all the credit. Am I wrong?” He
explained as he sat back, closed his eyes and took a sip of his drink.  


Stunned, they left without saying a thing and I was a little surprised. I
decided to just stay out of it and it looked like Vlayru did the same. Later
that night, we were off to bed. A couple of hours into sleeping, I was woken up
by an assassin wearing full black clothing that made them blend in with the
darkness of the room. They were both about to strike us with short swords. A
few seconds later, a figure jumped in from the window and slashed the
assassins. Both assassins fell to the floor.


“You’re welcome,” the figure said.


Vlayru jumped out of his bed and turned on the lights. It turned out to
be Kaido. I looked around the room and saw that the assassins were dead and
their blood got splattered over the blankets and on the floor.


“Oh, man,” Vlayru said in disgust.


Kaido then responded, “Sorry.”


He then picked up the bodies and threw them out the window. He then
picked up the blankets and did the same.


“I’ll dispose of the bodies and the blankets. There are spare ones in the
closet,” Kaido continued.


“That was amazing! Thank you,” I said, in shock and happiness. 


“It was nothing. I saw them climb into the window from outside,” He
responded without looking at us. 


He began to make his way to the door to exit the room. I ran over to him
and stopped him by grabbing his arm.


“Wait, you’re the guy from earlier, who was offered a job by those guys
in black suits. Kaido, right?” I asked


Kaido turned around and replied, “Yeah, what’s it to you?” 


I thought of a question, “You’re a pretty good swordsman. Why, did you
turn down that offer from earlier?”


He looked at me for a moment, “Because I
could tell they part of the rebellion that is stirring up. I Didn’t want any
part of them. Plus, killing is against my policy. At the most, I hurt people to
scare them.”


I caught myself staring into his eyes and immediately
looked away.


Vlayru then asked, “You’re a mercenary, right?” 


“Yes,” he replied, “Do you have a job for me or something?”


Kaido leaned in with a serious face, waiting for a response. I shook my
head. He yanked his arm away and I looked at Vlayru who looked back at me, with
an unhappy face and shook his head. He had paper towels in his hand, got down
on his knees, started cleaning up the blood off the floor.


“We are done here then. Goodnight,” Kaido told us and exited the room
through the door, closing it.


I went to go after him, for reasons I did not know of but was stopped by Vlayru’s
voice.


“No Tana, let him go. He’s a lone wolf. He
probably has his own agenda, and we have our own. We don’t need him,” Vlayru
explained, while focused on cleaning.


“Yeah…maybe,” I replied as I went to help him finish the cleaning.


Then, Vlayru crawled back into bed. I crawled into my bed after him.


The next morning, I awoke to Vlayru getting ready, “Wake up, Tana. We
should head out.” 


I sat up and said to him, “Why are you always up before me?”


“Why are you always such a sleepy head?” Vlayru threw back at me.


I got a little mad, crossed my arms, and yelled, “Am not!”


“Then, how come most days when I come over
to your house before noon, I’m the one that wakes you up?” He questioned back
with a smirk.


“Merry, I’m not like that,” I murmured under my breath while looking
away.     


I felt my face get a little hot and I could tell I was blushing. I got
out of bed, we got our stuff together, and checked out at the front desk of the
Inn. After about ten minutes of walking down the road, we were stopped by the
guys in the black robes from yesterday. they were walking in the opposite
directing of us. I began to get cautious.


“We know who you two are. It's time to pay for killing Radikus,” One of
them said as they took out weapons and took off their hoods. 


One was bald and had a goatee. His weapons were brass knuckles. 


“My name is Uvar,” he said, introducing himself.


The other one did the same with a grin, “…and you can call me Freed.” 


He had long, slick dark brown hair, and was wearing black gloves. His
weapon that he was wielding was a sledgehammer. They both were wearing business
suits. We both took out our weapons and got into a readied stance.


“What do you want?” Vlayru asks them in a serious tone.


They both smirked.


“We are the Dark Rebellion, and our goal is
to stop progression. We don’t need the nations to work to together. Things were
just fine before the casts showed up and ruined everything,” Freed explained.


Uvar continued, “Which is why when we heard
there was another new cast and was about to start her journey to ruin our
progress. We had to act as quickly as possible.”


“So, we are a threat to you,” Vlayru questioned.


I added, “Your motives are flawed. Progression will make the nations a
better place to live in.” 


Uvar answered, “We aren’t here to argue, we
are here to take you out. Something the assassins weren’t able to.”


“This will be a fun fight,” I said sarcastically to Vlayru, while still
keeping attention on them. 


“This should be nothing, now that you have lightning.” Vlayru pointed
out. 


“Pshh, I know that,” I said right back. 


They jumped right at us. Vlayru blocked Freed’s attack, while I used
Lightning Blast on the Uvar’s back. I then jumped in the air. Vlayru pushed
Freed back, then shot a light beam at him, only for Freed to block it. I fell
straight back down, charged up my sword with lightning, as I slashed Uvar with
Lightning Blade. He tried to block it, but I cut his arms bad, causing an
opening for me to slash at his chest. After cutting his chest, Uvar fell over
dead. I looked at over at Freed, who was studying Uvar’s body and he had a look
of rage about him.


Vlayru got knock to the ground. Freed pounced into the air and was
preparing to attack, but Vlayru struck the air with his Light Slash Attack,
knocking Freed back. Vlayru got up. 


In the same direction as Freed, came a massive ice spike hurdling towards
Vlaykre. I quickly blasted it with lightning and broke the spike just in time
in order to save Vlayru. to our surprise, it came from the freed. We regrouped
some ways back from Freed.


“He has Master Ice’s Orb!” I pointed out to Vlayru.


Vlayru took a heavy breath and replied, “Yeah, I retract what I said
earlier about this being easy.”


“Why couldn’t I have sensed it earlier?” I asked.


Vlayru pondered for a moment “He must have
found a way to conceal it. I would stick with lightning for this one. He can
freeze any water attacks you throw at him.”


“Durr, Captain Obvious. I’m not dumb,” I replied back.


He looked at me with a mad face, then back to the enemy with a serious
face.


I lunged towards Freed. With a swing of our weapons, we blocked against
each other’s attacks.  He pushed me back, then ran fast towards me, attempted
to swing his hammer. I jumped back and Vlayru lunged towards him. Freed put his
hand up and did an Ice attack, Freezing Vlayru. Something told me he would
block it by creating an ice wall, which he did, so I jump out at him and
charged up my sword with lightning. He didn’t see me do it. I hit him with a
lightning blade. He spun around and caught himself. I saw blood spill on the
ground.


Freed then appeared behind me suddenly, and slashed me in the back with a
sharp icicle that he created in his hand. I closed my eyes in pain fell to the
ground face down. A few moment later, I opened my eyes and turned my head as
much as I could and saw Freed getting ready to smash my body with his
sledgehammer. I Look past him and saw that Vlayru was running to save me. I
couldn’t move. I closed my eyes and heard a loud clang noise. 


I opened my eyes in shock. It was Kaido, blocking the attack with his
sword that was unsheathed. The blade was black with a white edge. Kaido pushed
the blonde guy away and Vlayru shot Light beam at him. I started to feel
movement in my body again. I sat up, took out a red pill, and swallowed it. I
started to feel a little better and I stood back up. I charged my sword with
lightning again and jumped up at him. With all my might, I used a Lightning Slash
to end him. After that, I reached out to him with my hand to get the orb. Just then,
Vlayru jumped in between me and Freed. He put his hand on Freed's arm and
absorbed the orb. We landed nearby each other.


I landed and curiously asked in an elevated tone, “Why did you do that?” 


He looked at me and answered, “I want to have a master orb. Tana, with
your permission, I would like to hold on to this master orb. When you need It,
I will gladly give it up. I Promise.” 


I thought to myself, ‘Why does he want it? He already has light powers.’


After a few seconds, I finally decided, “That’s fine, you can hold on to
it. I’ll hold you to your promise though.” 


Vlayru smiled and replied, “Thank you, Tana,
you won’t regret it. I just want to know what it’s like to have a Master Orb.” 


“Well, I guess the best way to know is to have one yourself,” I said,
smirking.


Vlayru turned his attention to Freed and
answered, “Agreed. I guess the rebellion is watching our movements. It explains
why we have been getting attacked by shadow dwellers.”


“Seems like it. It also confirmed that it
was rebellion or someone in the rebellion who opened the portals to the Shadow
Realm.” I replied.


We walked back to where Kaido was waiting. He was leaning up against a
tree. This time he had armor on one of the shoulders and flex bands on his
lower arms.


“So, who are you guys?” he asked, looking a little puzzled. 


“That is kind of a secret,” Vlayru told him, with caution look on his
face.


Kaido studied us for a moment, then said, “I
don’t know why, but I want to join you. I’m guessing you guys are on a journey
or quest, right?” 


I looked at him curiously, and asked, “…there has to be a reason why you
want to join us, right?”


Kaido looked away and stood up off the tree. 


He looked back at us and responded, “I can’t
really say, honestly. You guys just stood toe to toe against a guy using powers
with powers of your own. I’ve never seen anything like it. I want to see what
else you got.”


Vlayru stepped closer to him, “Look, we
aren’t some side show for your entertainment. We are on an important quest.
Plus, we don’t need the likes of a mercenary in our group.”


I grabbed Vlayru by the shoulder and told
him, “It’s fine, Vlayru. I think we can trust him. Plus, we need more help on
our side and a mercenary has fighting skills can be helpful in a fight.” 


Vlayru turned and looked at me.


he asked, “Are you sure?”


I looked at Kaido, while I pondered for a moment, then replied, “Yes, I’m
sure.”


I took my hand off Vlayru. He sighed and he calmed down.


“Alright, then,” He said in a quiet voice.


“So, what are your names?” Kaido asked.


I replied, “My name is Tana, short for Katana. This is my best friend, Vlayru.”



“Your name is Mabel, right?” Vlayru asked. 


He looked at Vlayru with a serious look, “It’s Kaido. I hate the name,
Mabel.”


Kaido pulled out a pack of cigarettes. I immediately smacked it out of
his hands.


“No smoking, if you are going to join us,” I said in a serious tone.


I didn’t take kindly to smokers. I thought it was an extremely bad and
stupid habit to get into.


“Alright, fine. Jeez,” Kaido acknowledged, in an angry tone. 


Vlayru asked him, “You smoke?” 


“Yeah, I have a troubled past, and the
smoking helps me forget them, amongst other things,” He explained, “So, you
mind telling me what this quest is all about.” 


“Yeah, sure,” I answered. 


We made our way back to the road and continued down it. I filled Kaido in
on everything that has happened and what we have been told so far. We finally
made it to the Scorchis Kingdom border after a couple days of traveling.









Chapter 6 – Kingdom of Fire


 


On the way to the Scorchis Kingdom
capital, Inferus City, we crossed through the Sigmis Desert. we ran into more
Shadow Beings that appeared around us.


 “So, these are the Shadow Dwellers you spoke of?” Kaido asked
with a worried look on his face.


We
readied our weapons for a fight.


 


“What
were you expecting?” Vlayru asked.


 


Kaido
answered, “I’m not sure, but definitely not this though.”


                


I
smirk and we started to fight. We defeated them with ease, as they dissipated
into darkness since it was a small group of them.


 


“That
was a workout,” Vlayru said, stretching his arms.


 


“So,
did we kill them?” Kaido asked, curiously.


                


“Unfortunately,
no. When they dissipate like that, they return to the Shadow Realm. They are
made from the essence of the Shadow Realm. At least that is what we were told,”
Vlayru explained.


                


Kaido
scrounged his eyebrows, and after a moment he asked, “Then, how do we defeat
them? There is got to be a way to make them not appear ever again.”


 


Vlayru
and I
looked at each other, and we both got a look of sudden realization.


 


“Oh wow,
I never thought of asking that,” I said, putting my face in my hand.


 


Vlayru
began to rub his forehead, “Same here.”


 


I
looked at the road and then back to them, “Well, we can figure that out later.
Let’s continue on.”


 


I
then realized that Vlaryu was still wearing his blind fold. Ever since he got
Master Ice’s orb. He hasn’t been using his light powers.


 


“Hey,
Vlayru, why do you still have your blindfold on if you aren’t going to use your
light powers?” I questioned him.


 


He
was quiet for a moment. Seemed like he was searching for the words.


 


“I
just feel like I should keep it on. Can we keep going, please?” He shot down.


 


The Scorchis City was a two-day travel from where we were
fighting. On the way, we ran into more shadow dwellers. When we arrived at the
city looked around for a place to stay. The city was mostly tall buildings with
a few skyscrapers. There was a lot of foliage, like grass and trees. It seemed
strange to me for a city that was placed in a desert. 


I looked at Kaido and asked, “Hey, how did you get that sword?
It’s pretty cool.”


“I made it myself. It took me two months to get it perfect,” Kaido
answered. 


“Wow, impressive,” I complimented Kaido.


“Yeah, metal work is kind of
in my blood, I guess. I found out I was good at welding at a young age,” He explained.


Just then, a girl that looked about my age, approached and stopped
us. She was in a fancy dress. Kind of stood out amongst the rest of the crowd
of people around us.


“Are you the Cast?” the girl
asked.


I hesitated for a moment.
Should tell her I am the new Cast? 


“What is your business with
us?” Vlayru asked her. 


“Pardon me. I am Queen Aida’s
servant, Grace. She has asked for your audience if you would like to accompany
me to the castle,” She asked.


I thought for a second, then
answered, “Yeah sure, we’ll go with you.” 


She nodded her head and gestured her hand, pointing in the
direction behind her.


“This way, please,” she said to us.


 We followed her to a castle that stood on the opposite side of
the city. We walked through guarded gates and into the castle. We walked
through the halls that had red carpet covering the middle of the floor. We were
led to the audience chamber. It was a large room with pillars on the side. At
the end of the room sat the queen and her advisors on either side. There were
also servants waiting to serve. We stopped some ways in front of the queen and
bowed. 


As we
stood back up from our bow, the girl spoke, “Your majesty, this is the cast
that you had requested to be summoned here and her party.” 


 


“Thank
you, Grace,” Queen Aida said to the girl. 


 


Grace
bowed again walk to the queen’s side.


 


The queen
then continued, “So, you are the new cast? I’ve never thought that the cast
would be a girl. The last three were men.” 


 


I
replied, “Yes, your majesty, my name is Katana, Tana for short. These are my
friends Vlayru and Kaido.”


 


“Please to meet you three. I am
Queen Aida Aldridge,” She said in a very royal tone. 


“If I may, your majesty, ask how
you have come about knowing who I am?” I asked, still bowed. 


“Well, there have been rumors going
around of your quest for the Master Orbs. I actually want to aid you in your
quest,” She told. 


“Really, your majesty?” Vlayru
asked. 


“Yes. This information has come
from the rebellion that has started. They released a message to everyone about
their existence and are wanting revenge on you,” The queen explained.


Kaido, Vlayru, and I looked at each
with concerned looks.


“Aren’t you and the other leaders
meeting about this?” Vlayru asked the queen.


The queen answered, “Your parents
did request another gathering of the leaders. We are waiting for the right time
to gather again to avoid sneak attacks on us.”


“The real reason I have requested
for your audience is that I wanted to meet you in person. Now that I know, I
want to help you. First thing is first, I’m sure you are looking for a place to
stay, correct?” she asked.


“Yes, we are,” Kaido responded. 


“Well, we have room here for all of
you. If you would like to stay here that is,” She offered us. 


“That would be great. Thank you so
much!” I told her, smiling big. 


‘This is amazing! A stay in a
castle. This will be paradise,’ I thought, happily.


The queen turned to Grace and
asked, “Grace, will you take them to their rooms, please?” 


“Yes, your majesty,” she said,
bowing, 


Grace made her way past us. We
turned to followed her, as she led us back to the hallways, and to our rooms.
We turned down another hallway which was full of different paintings and rare
objects hanging on the walls. We then Turned the next corner, down to another
hallway. We stopped in the middle of the hallway, Grace then turned to us.


“These will be your rooms for the
night. Boys, you may take these rooms here.” She instructed. 


Grace pointed to the two doors to
our left.


She continued, “Tana, you may have
this room over here.” 


She made her way over to the door
on the right. She opened the door and entered. I followed her into the room as
well. I looked around to examined the room. It was very large and fancy. It
also looked a bit dated though. It was still a major step up from my own room.


“Please get comfortable. The Queen
also would want you and your companions to join her for dinner. And if you need
anything else, just let me know,” She told me while standing by the door.  


“Thank so much, Grace. You’re a
saint,” I complimented her. 


“Oh, thank you,” She smiled, “I’ll
see you down at dinner. There is also plenty of clothes you can change into
that is in the closet,” she said smiling, as she exited the room and closed the
door. 


I got out of my clothes and put
them on a chair that was in the corner. I then changed into a very expensive,
but very beautiful blue dress that I picked out from the choices I had. I put
my hair up and put on some makeup. I then met up with Vlayru and Kaido in the
hallway. They both were also wearing fancy outfits.


“You look amazing. Especially for a
woman who can open a can of serious ass,” Kaido said with a smirk.


I laughed and felt my face blush.
It was true, but only to point. Even though my skills with elemental powers are
good, it’s my sword skills needs some major improvement. In a fight, I try to
use my sword, but I end up relying on using water and lightning attacks.  


“I hate being in this suit,” Vlayru
said, fidgeting in the suite. 


“Just be patient, we can get out of
them after dinner,” I told him. 


Grace came around the corner,
wearing something a little nicer than earlier


“You guys look great,” She
complimented, then asked, “Are you ready for dinner?” 


“I’m starving,” Kaido answer back. 


 “Good, if you would please follow
me,” She told us.  


We followed her down to the dining
hall. There sat the Queen, her advisors, and some other people that looked like
they were rich. Some even looked like they were from different parts of the
world. As we walked over to our seats, I was getting a strange vibe coming to
the old man sitting at the table near the queen. He seemed really familiar. We
stopped at the empty chairs near the Queen.


“Your majesty,” I said to Queen
Aida.


We all bowed.


“You may be seated,” She said to
us.


We sat down and joined the
conversation as the servants brought out the food to us.  


Aida looked over to me and told me,
“I don’t know why, but I feel that when I speak to you, it is like I am
speaking to one of other casts.” 


“It does? That’s really strange. I
mean, I’m certainly not as powerful as they were, for one. I probably never
will anyway,” I told her.


“Well, I’m sure you will one day,
my dear,” The older gentlemen said.


He was sitting across me and was
very well dressed.


                “Tana, this is an old family friend. His
name is Eagle,” The queen told me.


                Eagle stood up, bowed, and spoke, “It’s a
pleasure to meet, you.”


                “Same with you, sir,” I said back.


                “I actually must take my leave. Tana, I
expect great things from you,” Eagle said, with a smile.


                I smiled back and nodded. 


Eagle turned back to the queen and
said, “Before I go, your majesty, I heard that the rebellion caused some sort
of riot in Central City yesterday. Was that true?”


“Wait, what?!” I said in shock.


The queen nodded and explained, “Yes,
it’s true. Luckily though, your parents helped the police force take care of
it. There are some in the hospital and there is some collateral damage.”


“So, our parents are in Central
City right now?” I asked.


The queen, replied, “Yes, they are.
I’m sure they are aiding with the clean-up of the city.”


“Well, that is good. I’m sure it
ended a lot quicker with them involved,” Vlayru added.


Eagle stood up said, “I must be
going. Thank you for having me, your majesty. And it was good to meet you,
Tana.”


He bowed, made his way to the other
end of the room, said his goodbyes to everyone else, and exited the room.


                Kaido then leaned near me and whisper, “Hey,
queen. Who is the rest of these people?”


                I looked at him with a serious face and
thought to myself, ‘Why is he being so informal?’


                I saw Grace with the same judgmental look.


“Oh, they are just people who are
in town looking to do business either with me or with each other under my
approval, Kaido. For instance, that man down close to the other end of the
table is from Prism City located in Otrus. He owns a company that manufactures
explosives there. He’s looking to sell some of his explosives to us.” Queen
Aida explained.


She continued, “Also, the gentleman
in the middle there who is quietly eating, is from Ananias, which is a holy
city located in Yovan. Right now, his people are being repressed by their
neighboring country and were forced to take refuge in an abandoned town in some
mountains nearby. We are looking into sending help, though we probably couldn’t
send more than a few people over there.”


“I wish we could help them,” Vlayru
said with empathy.


Kaido said, “Well, we do have
problems of our own right now though.”


The queen nodded and agreed,
“You’re right about that.” 


She then asked “Tana, you said you
felt you weren’t ever going to be as powerful as they were. Why do you say
that?”


“Well my swordsmanship is nothing
like theirs, I’m sure. I mean, I can use a sword, it’s just I’m not as good
with wielding it,” I explained. 


“Well, that’s perfect. We have a
guest with us tonight who is the best swordsman master of our time. Please,
sir, stand up and introduce yourself to Katana,” She asked the old man, who I
was getting strange vibes from.  


“Hello Katana, I’m Master Zen, pleased
to meet your acquaintance,” The old man said, introducing himself to me.


he gave a different kind of bow. I
stood up and gave a bow back. 


“Pleased to meet you. You can call
me Tana,” I said to him. 


“Okay then, Tana. If you would like,
I could train you in the art of sword combat,” He asked me, with a smile. 


“That’ll be the best!” I responded
to him without hesitation and smiling big. 


The Queen then spoke, “Great, if
you would like, you could use the training grounds back behind the castle.” 


“That would be great. You guys are
so generous,” I told them. 


Queen Aida smiled and said,
“Anything to help the cast. you bring us peace, so it’s only fair that we give
any help with can give you.” 


“Thank you again. Well, it looks like
we are all done with dinner,” I replied.


We stood and bowed once more. As we
walk toward the door and followed Grace, who led us to our rooms again. Master
Zen stopped us. 


“Be sure to be up earlier tomorrow.
Training starts then. Until then, sleep well and good night.” Zen told me.


I nodded my head with a smirk, then
continued to my room. Grace bid us good night,
then went off. We all said good night to each other and carted ourselves to
bed.  


“So, let me get everything
straight.”Spex said to himself after stopping the playback, “Tana is not only
facing off against the Dark Rebellion, but also the Shadow Dwellers? If I
remember right the Shadow dwellers weren’t a much threat to Tana until later
on. It was mostly just the rebellion that she was worried about. There were a
few attacks but that’s it. How did that guy with the hat know where Tana and Vlayru
were going to be? Was he tipped off? Then there is Mabel. He doesn’t like his
name now, so he goes by a different one? What is up with that? So, many
questions.”


Just then, he felt a jolt a pain
rush to his head.


“Ahhh!” Spex yelled, dropping to
his knees.


He put his hands on his head and
started to picture in his mind him as a young child running up and grabbing to
a woman. She had a blonde hair but her face was blurry. The pain subsided
slowly. Other blurry memories of this woman start coming to him.


“Mom?” Spex said in shock. 


He slowly got up off the floor and
looked around. Spex was puzzled. Just then, a man in a black cloak with the
hood up appeared in the corner.


“You know how hard it is to get
here without you?” the man said.


Spex greeted the man, “Hey, Father.
What are you doing here?”


“Well I felt something was off with
the timeline, so I came here to see what was going on. Our ancestors were the
original keepers of time, you know,” The man explained.


Spex looked at the man for a
moment, then asked, “Is Sabre, okay?”


The man replied, “Yeah, why
wouldn’t he be?”


“That’s good,” Spex replied then
made his way over to a big book.


The book was the entire timeline
up, until this point in written form. It is a magical book that was created by
their ancestors. It shows whatever point in time you wish to read.


The man studied Spex, then asked,
“What is going on, son? What’s wrong?”


“Don’t worry about it, Father. I
can handle it,” Spex insured his father, while continued to read the book.


The man looked at the timeline
hologram then back at Spex.


He took a step forward, “Could you
at least tell me what you are doing?”


Spex sighed and replied, “I’m
trying to figure some stuff out. I just need time. If I need your help, I’ll
come and get you. In the meantime, just don’t worry about it, please.”


The man looked away and sighed,
“Alright then. I’ll go and check on Sabre. If something happens on my end, I’ll
come get you.”


He then turned and walked towards
the corner of the room and disappeared.


Spex said to himself, “I’m sorry,
Father. I need to fix this myself. I am the Master of Time after all. To be
honest, I feel like I failed somehow. If that is the case, then I’m the only
one who should be fixing it.”


Spex got tired of reading, so he
went back to the hologram and continued on watching.











Chapter 7 – Training Time


 


I woke up and got out of bed,
slowly. The sun was shining bright and was kind of blinding me. I made my way
to the closet and saw some loose clothing suitable for training, consisting of
a large t shirt and sweat pants. Luckily there was also sports bra and some
running shoes. I turned and walked across the room into a bathroom attached to
the room and took a shower. I got out, dressed in the clothes, and as I exited
the bathroom back into the bedroom, Grace was there making the bed.


“Oh, good morning. Don’t mind me,
I’m just tidying up,” She told me.


I rubbed back of my head and
replied, “Thank you, but you don’t have to do that.”


“Nonsense, it’s my job. Your
friends are out waiting for you outside. You shouldn’t keep them waiting. The
way to the training grounds is out the door, to the left, and down the hallway.
Around the corner, there will be a double door that leads to the back of castle
outside. Should already be open.”


I looked at the door leading to the
hallway.


I then said, “You’re right, I
shouldn’t keep them waiting. Again, thank you.”


I then exited the room and followed
the directions that Grace had given me and went through the double doors to the
outside. Vlayru and Kaido were standing there waiting. They too were wearing
training suitable clothing as well. Vlayru was still wearing his blindfold.


Vlayru uncrossed his arms, and
spoke, “There you are, sleepy-head.”


“What took you so long?” Kaido
asked.


I sighed and responded to them both,
smiling, “Come on, that was the first good night sleep I’ve had since we left
our home. The bed so comfy.”


“Well, let’s get going,” Kaido told
us and pointed to a path, “This path leading into those trees is where the
training ground is from what Grace told us.”


“Yeah, let’s go,” Vlayru added.


We made our way down the path and
ended up at large clearing surrounded by trees. Master Zen was sitting there
waiting. He stood up and turned to look at us. 


“Good, you’re up. You know, it’s
been a while, since I trained anyone. I trained a lot of people, even all three
of the old casts,” He told me. 


Struck in awe, I asked him “You
did? That’s amazing!” 


He nodded and responded, “Yes. They
were fast learners. Sabre was the only one that actually trained for the
longest time only because he felt he wasn’t ready when I said he was.”


Spex fell to the floor again and
his head began to hurt.


“This pain. Something else just
happened,” He said to himself.


He began to have his memories
change on him. 


“What...happened this time?” He
said, trying to fight against the pain.


He looked up back at the hologram
and saw Mabel begin to fade away. Everyone else kept talking like Kaido
disappearing wasn’t happening.


 “Vlayru and Tana, are you guys
ready?” Master Zen asked them.


“No…no I have to save…that guy,”
Spex said in pain, struggling to speak.


Spex started to forget Kaido. Right
before he completely forgot, he thought about him and used his power to
disappear to the past, through his purple aura. Spex looked around and saw that
he was in a hall hallway in a hospital. It was night time and very dark due to
the lights being off. Spex made his way through the hallways, quietly. Spex was
looking around while trying to figure why he was in a hospital. 


He walked up to a desk and notice
there was a calendar. The current date proved he was in the time after the
events of the Infection War. It was a war where about ninety percent of the
population was infected with a disease that turned people into mind-controlled
zombies. That was before Sabre and the Elemental Trooper Brigade found a cure.
The Heaven and Hell War was drawing close at this point. He continued through
the hallways the saw a black figure standing there in front of one of the doors
leading to a patient room. Spex quickly ducked behind a hospital bed that was
parked off to the side. After a moment, he peaked around the bed and saw a
figure quietly creep into the bedroom that they were standing in front of.


After a moment of sitting still in
silence, Spex slowly came out from his hiding place and crept down the hall to the
same door. It was an open about half way and I saw the figure standing over
someone who was laying in the bed. Spex kneeled and started hearing the beeps
of machines coming from the room. Studying the room further he saw the machines
were monitors for checking vitals. The figure was moving his arms around while
still in the dark, but Spex could just barely make out a syringe in the
figure’s hand. He then used it on the person laying in the bed. After injecting
whatever it was in the syringe into the person, the figure put the syringe away
and crept towards the door. Spex quickly dashed to the side and hid behind a
cabinet nearby. The figure walked out of the room, down the hall, and turned
the corner out of sight. Spex cautiously made his way into the door.


He saw a name on the door that
looked familiar on a tag that was next to one of the rooms. He opened the door
and made his way to the bed, where there was a woman lying there. He started to
remember that this was the mother of his friend he couldn’t remember. She was
unconsciously resting. Spex saw a folder on the end table. He picked it up and
read the files inside for a minute. He then looked at the machine showing her
vitals, which started to decreased a little.


“This says that they found a
laceration going across the chest. She was found face down on the street. She’s
pregnant, and the baby is fine and the patient is recovering,” Spex read. 


He looked at her then said, “She is
going to be saved.”


As he put the folder down, he
noticed a very small puddle by his feet. It was hard to make out what it was.
After pondering about it, he decided to take liquid as a clue to analyze and
put it in a container.


Looking at his friend’s Mom again,
“I’ll stop this before it’s too late. I promise.”


Spex then made his way to an open
spot in the room and disappeared through his aura and back to his house. He
walked over to his lab table, emptied a tiny amount on a glass slide, and
started studying the liquid with a microscope. 


“I have a hard time figuring out
what this is,” He said, “I guess I’ll just run it through the computer. It’ll
take some time though.” 


He took the container and pour some
of it into a beaker placed it into a machine used to make automatic tests on
whatever it analyzes. 


Looking over at the hologram
terminal, he said, “While I’m waiting for this, I should check to see where
that figure headed off to. “


Spex made his way to the hologram
and played a time right after he left the hospital and looked around for the
figure. He found him make his way out of the building, heading for the street. 


“I hope what I did will guarantee
my success in the future,” The figure said to itself, with a grungy voice.


He walked under a street light
revealing himself to be a man dressed a black hoody and a had a mask that
covered half his face. 


The computer running the test on
the liquid beeped, as an indication it was done. Spex made his way to the
computer and read the results.


“Byhiraide toxin? I’ve never heard
of that.” Spex said himself, “That man must have an antidote.”


Spex disappeared into his aura. He
reappeared behind the man with the mask.


“You aren’t getting away with murder,”
Spex yelled out.


The man stopped and turned to Spex
and studied him. Spex could see the irritation in his eye.


“Oh yeah? Psh, I knew I was being
watched. Well is going to stop me? A string-bean like yourself couldn’t do it,”
The man said.


Spex replied, “Where is the
antidote? I know you have it.”


The man looked at Spex for a
moment, then responded, “You have to kill me first. Then I’ll tell you.”


Spex made a fist, then lunges
towards the man and decks him in the face, breaking part of his mask. Instead
of flying backward though, the man never moved, and where Spex’s fist was, a
patch of black crystals form. It was shielding his face. Spex then jumped backward
and felt a major pain in his hand. He grabbed his hand and checked to make sure
he was still able to move his hand, which he was. Spex looked at the man’s face
and saw the crystal disappear.


“How did you do that?” Spex asked
him.


The man squinted and replied,
“Wouldn’t you like to know.”


He waved his hand and several black
crystals came flying towards Spex. Spex slowed down time and lunged at the man
again, and punched him in the stomach. He followed up with Grabbing him by the
neck and slammed him hard to the ground. 


“I’ll ask again, where is the
antidote? Now!” Spex yelled.


The man coughed up blood. Spex then
realized how hard he slammed him to the ground. 


“Haha, I guess you broke my spine.
I probably won’t live for very much longer. The antidote is in my pocket of my
hoody,” The man said, chuckling in pain.


Spex reached into the front pocket
of the hoodie and grabbed a vial of liquid that must have been the antidote. He
stood up and turned towards the direction of the hospital then stopped.


“I’m sorry about your spine. I
wasn’t screwing around though. Also, it seems like you don’t really know how to
use that power of yours,” Spex explained.


The man coughed again and
responded, “I got it recently, from an orb given to me by a man. He said it
would help me.”


“Well, you wouldn’t have had it for
long anyway. Let’s hope someone gets you to the hospital in time before you
die,” Spex responded. He got up and started to walk away.


“I poisoned her because I was told
she had something to do with my downfall in the future. I tried to kill her before
but I could do was cut her,” The man told Spex.


Spex stopped and turned slightly
back towards the man and asked, “So poison was your way of finishing the job?”


“Yup” He replied.


Spex started to feel rage, “Who
told you she would affect your future?”


“This man holding a large scythe.
‘Said that he was helping people achieve their goals which would, in turn, help
his own.” The man explained and coughed again before continuing “I was trying
to get money for my son’s operation. He was badly injured while being near one
elemental fights. He is being kept alive with machines at the hospital.”


Spex walked back to him and kneeled
next to him.


“What was your plan in order get
money?” Spex asked him.


“I was going steal something of
high value from the castle in Scorchis City, which I would then sell. while I was at it, I was
hoping to take out some of these elemental users for killing my wife. I almost did
the same with my new son. There was an accident, causing the building they were
both in the collapse. My wife protected our son at the cost of her own life. Of
course, I can’t exact revenge without an elemental power ironically.” The man
chuckled again as he explained, then went silent.


Spex could see his eyes closed. He
got up and made his way back to the hospital. He walked through the hospital
and to where his friend’s mother was. He took the antidote put it the I.V.
system she was hooked up to. Moments later, her vitals started to balance out.
Memories of Kaido start flooding back into his head. Spex sighed in relief. He
then disappeared back to his house.


He was curious as to who that man
was in the timeline.  Spex looked up his info on his hologram terminal. He
searched through the knowledge-base and found his file based on archive records.
According to it, his name was Hylin and he died after that night and orb he had
a was the orb of Master Obsidian, which eventually taken from Sabre prior to
that night. His son survived his injuries but then disappeared. He later
reappeared as a member of the New Rebellion then joined a group of assassins.


“That’s very interesting. I wonder
if it was the same assassins from two years ago.” Spex wondered.


He thought of when he fought
against the New Rebellion “Was Hylin’s son that guy that was told to run during
the fight with New Rebellion boss?” he sighed, then continued, “Oh well, I need
to get back to Tana’s story. I now have another clue in solving this mystery,
which is a person wielding a scythe. Very interesting.”


Spex brought the playback up again
and continued where he left off. Kaido was back in the picture and the
conversation continued with Tana narrating.


“So, Tana, are you ready?” Master
Zen asked me.


“Of course!” I said back.


Vlayru then added, “Will Kaido and
I be training as well?”


Zen answered, “Yes, of course. But
we are limited on time, due to everything that is going on right now. So, we
are going to do the fast version of the training. It will be a challenge for you
three, as well as me, but I welcome it. You should too”


“Let’s do this then,” I said smiling.


We all nodded in agreement. That
night, as I was lying down in my bed waiting for sleep, I heard Vlayru’s door
open and shut. There were then footsteps walking past my door. Immediately, I
knew something was wrong because Vlayru normally sleeps with no issues.
something must have been bothering him. 


I decided I should go and see what
was going on. I got up, quickly put on a coat and rushed after him. I made my
way up to the third floor. I found him outside the castle on one of its many
balconies overlooking the city. 


As I approached, I spoke, “I take
it you followed me because you heard me leave, huh?”


“Yeah. Normally you’d be snoring up
a storm this late at night. What’s going on, Vlayru? Seriously, don’t lie to
me,” I asked him.


He sighed and bowed his head. He
reached his hands behind his head and pulled his blindfold off and then turned to
me. When he opened his eyes, I saw that one of his eyes was white, and the
other was blue.


“Before you ask, I’ll explain about
my eyes. This blindfold is a part of my Light training, yes, but it is also so
people can’t see how badly I’m struggling. Tana, I’ve never hated my father. In
fact, I love him. But this ‘power’ that I inherited from him…I hate it. I hate
him for being the Master of Light,” Vlayru said.


“But why?” I asked.


“It’s Because I didn’t want this!
When he first told me that I had inherited his Light powers, I was so excited.
I could finally have something in common with him. But he didn’t see it like
that. When he and I went out to train before we left, he told me the secret to
being the Master of Light. He said he has to keep himself in complete balance
with his darkness and his light. 


Like they’re the same thing inside
of him…inside of me. He said if I couldn’t control it, I would lose myself. Changing
back to normal would be harder than anything,” Vlayru explained.


I think he could tell I was
confused.


He sighed and then continued,
“These powers have a drawback. You can’t have Light without Darkness, and vice
versa. My father learned to control his and has fused them together in the
past. He showed me. He also said that he lost control one time, and it took him
months to come back. He said he didn’t have time to train me, and that this was
my burden to bear now. So, he had Vlaykre whip something up to show my
‘balance’ through my eyes. If they’re not the same color, then I have more
training to do.”


“But isn’t that a good thing? He
explained all of this to you, didn’t he? That means he knew how hard it would
be and wanted you to know he was always going to be there, in some way, for
you.” I said, trying to comfort him.


“No! He thrust this on me on day
one! After that, he left. He went home to my mother because he had more pressing
issues, I guess. He left me alone, Tana. I have never hated my father…but I
hate him for doing that to me. He doesn’t realize just how much I need him!
That’s why I took the Master Ice Orb. I don’t want to use the powers I
inherited from him. There is just too much of a risk that comes with them. I’m
not ready…” He said.


After that, his eyes got a little
darker. I didn’t know what to say or how to help, so I just hugged him. He felt
a little cold.


“Don’t worry about it right now,” I
told him.


I let go and put my hand on his
shoulder, “Just focus on you. On me. Use the ice powers you have now. I don’t
need them for a while anyway.”


Vlayru nodded and put his arms
around me and we hugged again. I heard he start crying, but I didn’t say
anything. We let go and we headed back inside to our rooms to get some sleep
before training tomorrow.









Chapter 8 – Wind and Water


 


For the next week, I trained. I got so much better in that short amount
of time. Kaido and Vlayru made some progress as well. One night, I was thinking
of a technique Zen taught me that I was having issues getting down. It was very
advanced so Zen wasn’t surprised I couldn’t get down. It was an attack where
you jump and do a front flip that transitions into a downward strike. I
couldn’t get the transition down and it was keeping me up at night. 


I got up and exited my room and walked down the hall and up the stair to
the second floor and out to a balcony. I stopped at the railing and looked out
to the into the night sky. The moon was very big and the sky was clear. I could
see some of the stars, but not all of them because of the light coming from the
city. There was something else bothering me; my mother. I was worried because I
haven’t seen her in weeks. Also, because of training, we haven’t really heard
any new news of the world.


“Nice night,” Said a familiar voice.


I turned and saw Kaido standing in the doorway. He was wearing sleepwear,
which was a baggy shirt and loose shorts. He walked up to the railing next to
me and looked up at the sky.


“It really is, isn’t it?” I said, in agreement.


We stared out into the night in silence for a few moments. I started
pondering about Kaido’s past.


I looked at him and asked, “So, why are you like that?”


Kaido looked at me confused, “Like what?”


“All lone wolf-like and kind of mysterious,” I specified.


Kaido looked away for a moment then asked, “Why do you want to know?”


I replied, “Well, you are a friend and you
are going to be traveling with us. So, why wouldn’t I want to know more about
you?”


Kaido was silent again.


“Oh, come on, please?” I asked again, tugging at his sleeve.


Kaido sighed and looked at me, “Alright
fine. My mom died of cancer when I was really young. She told me that she almost
died when she was pregnant with me, but she was saved somehow. She was brought
into the hospital after she was attacked. I was still in the womb. One day, the
somehow found traces of poison in her blood stream as well as the antidote for
the poison. It was weird. Anyways, you would think my dad would be around to be
there for us. that wasn't the case though.”


“Why is that?” I asked, wanting to hear more.


Kaido continued, “He left my mother to fight
in the Heaven and Hell War. That was last time she had ever seen him. I never
knew him. My mom told me he was a great man and one day will come back and see
us again. That never happened, obviously. Mabel was a name that he came up
with.”


I added, “Is that is why you hate your name?”


“Exactly. After my mom passed, I came up
with the name Kaido and trained in my fighting skills for the next few years
from a local swordsman master. Not Master Zen, but he did mention that he knew
of Zen. After that, I became a mercenary. I don’t think my dad is a great man.
If he is so great, why isn’t he here?” Kaido said.


I looked away and thought to myself, ‘He is
feeling very similar to the way I feel about my father. I guess we all have dad
issues.’


“I know how you feel. My father died in the
same war. My mother and everyone else says he was the greatest man they ever
knew. I mean if that were true, why did he die? Why wasn’t he around for me?” I
told Kaido.


He looked at me and I looked at him. We stared at each other for a
moment.


“Yeah, exactly.” He said softly.


I yawn and said, “Man, I’m tired all of sudden. We better get some
sleep.”


“Agreed,” Kaido said in agreement.


We walked together back to the rooms and split to our respective rooms.


 “Good night, Tana,” Kaido said to me smirking.


With a smile, I responded, “Good night, Kaido.”


The next morning, Vlayru and I met Zen down in the training grounds.  Kaido
was already down there waiting.


“You guys have done really well. Tana that sword you have was the ‘Good
Cast’s’ sword, correct?” he asked.


 “Yes, it is,” I responded.


Zen continued, “Well I believe you are ready to make your own sword, what
do you think?”


I got a little excited on the inside, but I fought to keep my cool.


“Yes, I agree, Master,” I responded to me.


Zen smirked and said, “Well, let’s begin.” 


“This won’t take long, will it, master? I’m worried about what the Dark
Rebellion is doing,” I asked him.


“You can’t rush the sword making process,
but I know we are limited on time. I will do what I can speed it up.” Zen
replied with a smile.


“We’ll do more training while you do that,” Vlayru said.


Kaido sighed and joined him. I spent the next two days constructing my
sword with Zen helping me since he had knowledge of blacksmithing. Finally, it
was done. I showed Mabel and Vlayru when they came to check on me. 


“Is it done yet?” Vlayru asked.


I held up the sword towards them.


Vlayru the said, “Oh wow, it looked cool. Congratulation on finishing
it.”


Kaido added, “Yeah, good job. Although I could have done better.”


I studied the sword and gave my opinion, “I’m sure you could of. I do
feel like there needs to be more to it.”


Just then, Vlaykre appeared through his usual entrance, to check up on
us. It startled Kaido, as he drew his sword. 


“It’s okay Kaido, this is our friend, Vlaykre,” I told him. 


Kaido put his sword back on his back and asked, “How did he do that?” 


he had a cautious look on his face. He sheathed his sword slowly and
studied Vlaykre.


“Nice to meet you too, Kaido,” Vlaykre said, smirking.


Vlaykre looked over and saw Master Zen, “Master Zen.” 


“Nice to see you again, Vlaykre,” Zen said to him. 


“You guys know each other?” Vlayru asked him as we all looked confused.  


“Vlaykre?” said Queen Aida from behind. 


The Queen was walking toward us while being escorted by her guard.


Vlaykre looked behind him, and responded, “Oh, Aida, nice to see you
again. I hear your Queen now, huh?” 


The Queen answered, “Yes I have. I see you haven’t really changed at all.
Still wearing the same old clothes.”  


Vlayru, Kaido, and I were so dumbfounded.


“Explanation time, is it? I’ve known Zen
since the ‘Good Cast’ trained with him. I went with him since we were
inseparable back in those days. During our adventures, we met Aida when she was
just a princess. I believe she was younger than you Tana, if remember right,”
Vlaykre explained


The queen smiled and then responded, “You guys were so helpful back
then.”


“Wow, that’s really cool,” I told him in a surprised tone. 


Vlaykre then changed the subject, “Yes, well
I just came to check up on you. You haven’t really been traveling for the last
week, but I see you’re doing some training with Zen.”


I responded, “Yes, we’ve learned so much in the past week.”


“Very good. I know you’ll need it. I see you
have also made your own sword. Not bad, but If you want, I could make it better
for you. It’ll be stronger and indestructible. will never break, like the ‘Good
Cast’s’ sword.” Vlaykre asked. 


“Yeah, okay. That would be great,” I answered. 


I handed him my sword. He examined it for a moment.


He smirked and said, “Okay, well, it’ll only
take a day. I’ll take my leave. Your mother sends you love and what not.” 


Kaido and Vlayru started to laugh and I gave them a mean look to make
them stop. They stopped and fought to hold their composure.


“Also, Zen, did you tell them about your condition?” He asked him. 


I gave Zen a confused look and asked, “What does he mean Zen?”


Vlaykre waved and disappeared into his aura.


Zen smirked and explained, “Sorry, I never
mentioned that. I was killed by the ‘Bad Cast’, right after I finished training
him. But I was given a chance to continue doing good by training any future cast.
So I was given eternal life and I then trained the third cast.”


“The ‘Undecided’ one, right?” Vlayru asked.


Zen continued, “Yes, him. Now I’ve come back to train you Tana, which I
have.”


“I thank you, Master,” Said, bowing.


“Well, I better take my leave,” Zen told us.


Vlayru questioned, “Where are you going?”


Zen smirked, “Back to the Heaven Realm and wait for the next cast that is
in need of training.”


Vlayru then bowed and said, “Well, I hope we see you again.”


“I’ve definitely improved in my combat skills, thanks to you,” Kaido told
Zen.


Zen replied, “You have made the most
progress. Tana might need more work. You should train with Tana and make sure
her skills continue to improve.”


“I definitely will, Zen,” Kaido told him and bowed.


“Master, good-bye,” I said to him and bowed.


Zen bowed back and turned around as a white light appeared and he walked
into it. The light disappeared along with him.


“We should take our leave as well, your majesty,” said a guard as he
bowed.


Just then, there was a crash and roar from the front of the castle. a
guard then came running over. 


She said, “Your majesty, were under attack. Please, follow me.” 


We followed the guard into the castle. We were making our way to a safe
room located under the castle. Just as we came up to the door to go down the
basement level, men in black robes jumped down from the ceiling, holding guns.
We pulled out our swords. Two more guards came running over.  


The guard that was with us told us, “You guys get going. We will take
care of them.” 


We nodded, pulled the door open quickly, and ran through it. One of the
guards quickly closed the door. We ran down a flight of stairs and into the
room. We sat down as we heard the fighting going on upstairs. All of a sudden
there was an explosion from the ceiling of the room and down came another
robbed person and another in a long brown jacket. He had short, white, slick
back hair, a button up shirt and tie, and slacks. Then my senses opened up and
I sensed Master Wind presence from him.  


“Come here your majesty, it’s time to die so
we, the Dark Rebellion, may rule over all of Adus,” The guy in the jacket told
the queen. 


We jump in front of the queen and readied our weapons. 


The guy laughed, “Don’t worry young cast, your next after her.” 


The person in the robe asked, “What should I do, Sir Mazo?”


“I’ll take care of these insects. Stand back until I finish them off then
we move in for the queen. Have some of the others block the door,” Mazo
ordered.


“Yes, Sir.” The rebellion member responded, and took a step back.


Raising his hands, a massive gust of wind blew towards us, blowing us in
different directions. I stood up and thrust my hand out, releasing a blast of
water out towards Mazo. Mazo countered my attacks with another gust of wind
directed towards me. It was too strong and the water I flew backward towards
us. I flew into the air backward hard, broke through the wall behind me. the
next thing I know, I tried to sit up and I was in a lot of pain. I was groggy
and my vision was blurry but came back quickly I sat up. I saw Vlayru and Kaido
struggling to get to Mazo.


I stood up and felt a strange but familiar presence behind me. I also
felt something coming from my necklace. I turned around and there was an orb in
the middle of the room. It was a blue orb and something told me I needed to
take it. I grabbed it and the orb was absorbed. Turns out, this orb was the
master orb of Master Water, the leader of The Masters. I started to feel a lot
stronger. I then sensed the queen in danger and about to be stabbed with a
dagger by Mazo. Vlayru was down and injured and Kaido was defending himself
against the rebellion member. 


I rushed run back to the others. heard a faint voice in my head which
stopped me before I jumped through the hole. It was telling me to create a
Water Blast from my hand. I thought for a moment but then decided to do what it
told me. I raised my hand and blasted Mazo. It was a direct hit. The voice then
told me what to do next. I then put my hand on the ground and used Water Geyser
on the rebellion member. The robbed man hit the ceiling of the room hard and
fell to the ground unconscious.  Mazo looked at me as I walked out into the
room.


“How did you get so powerful, so quick?” the man asked wide-eyed and
confused. 


I got angry, stood up, and continued, “That doesn’t matter.” 


He put out his hand, palm facing out, and wind aura surrounded his hand.
I heard the voice again. 


The voice told me, “Use water energy and put it on your sword.”


I held up the sword of the ‘Good Cast’ and created Water Blade, which is
rushing water energy surrounding the blade of the sword, enhancing it. It was
just like the Lightning Blade. I couldn’t do it before. I jumped into the air,
dodging his Air Slash attack. I then slashed him in the chest. He tried to
block, but I broke through it.  He went flying backward and slammed into the
wall behind him. After falling the floor, he slowly stood back up holding his
back. He looked up at me, as I was running towards him with Lightning Blade. 


He was able to block it, then pushed into the air with the wind. I caught
myself and landed on the ground. He launched off the ground at the same time
and came down towards me and punch me in the face hard. I fell back and hit the
floor hard. As he landed, Vlayru shot an ice at him. Kaido stabbed Mazo’s side
only to be thrown back with Wind Blast. He looked in my direction to find me
quickly charging a Water Blast and shooting it at him, ending the fight. I got ran
over to his body and took the orb of Master Wind. I looked over to find the rebellion
members lying on the ground. They were taken out by Kaido and Vlayru. 


I went to the Queen and asked, “Are you okay, your majesty?” 


“Yes, I am, thank you,” she responded, 


I helped her stand up and dusted her off. 


Just then, two of the guards came down and kneeled in front of her.


“Your majesty, the Rebellion has retreated,” One of the guards informed
her


“Good. We owe our thanks to Tana, Vlayru, and Mabel.” said the queen.


“No problem, your majesty” Vlayru told her, as we bowed. 


The queen looked at me, as I stood up from my bow.


“So, I see you found my other gift to you,” The queen said.


“Are you talking about the Master Water Orb?” I asked her in response.


The queen nodded her head, “Yes, I found
that orb a few years back and put it in that secret room. the ‘Good Cast’ told
me to help the next cast after him. After what he had done in order to help my
family, I was more than happy to do what I can to help. I’m glad I found it
before the Dark Rebellion found it. Seems to be only one they didn’t get.”


Kaido said, “I figured they had all the Master Orbs.”


The Queen explained, “That was something
they announced prior to you coming here. I thought you were aware of that.”


We honestly weren’t, but we should of. Especially since the other two
master orbs we got were from members of the Rebellion.


“I better head back up and tend to the damage of the castle,” The Queen
said.


We accompanied her upstairs went up to the halls and saw a few dead body
on the side. The wounded guards were being treated by paramedics that were
called. Surviving members of the rebellion were being hauled away to jail.
Everything was already being taken care of, so we decided to head back to our
rooms and get ready to leave. We said our goodbyes to the Queen and Grace. Afterward,
we left for the Central Union to see how the adults were doing there.









Chapter 9 – Darkness Looming


 


We made our way down the road all
the way to the border of the Scorchis Kingdom and the Central Union. We set up camp
because it was getting dark. We were sitting by the fire Kaido setup when Kaido
looked out into the darkness. We looked in the same direction and we didn’t see
anything.


“Kaido? What are you looking at?” I
asked him, confused.


He suddenly got up, grabbed his
sword, took a swing, and hit a shadow dweller.


Vlayru yelled, “Oh, crap!”


We quickly jumped up and grabbed
our weapons and defended the camp from the shadow dwellers. We dissipated all
of them.


“I feel like we are being followed
by someone or something,” Kaido said, panting and sheathing his sword.


I looked back at where we were
fighting and I thought I saw someone standing there in the dark. I leaned
forward a little to look closer and saw nothing.


“Tana, you okay?”  Kaido asked me.


I quickly turned attention to him.
He had a curious look on his face.


I shook my head and said, “Oh, it’s
nothing.”


 I put my sword away and got
situated in my sleeping bag. I then turned on my side and fell asleep. It
started again. I had another weird dream. But, this one was different than the
others. I was in a place I had never seen before. It was a dimly lit hallway.
The walls were metal and were rusted. I heard a commotion coming from down the
hall. I started running toward it. I was then on a walkway. I looked over the
railings and saw someone in the same clothes I was. He was laying on the ground,
injured, and was about to get stabbed by whoever he was fighting.


I yelled, “No!”


The man who stabbed the other
turned and looked at me. His face looked dead and stitched together. 


He yelled, “Hey you!” 


I woke up to my senses going off. I
felt a strong presence nearby. I looked and saw a ball of flames flying toward
me. Just then, Vlayru jumped up and created an ice barrier. The fire hit the
ice and melted most of the barrier immediately.  I jump up and pulled out the
‘Good Cast’s’ sword. I got a good look at our attacker.  It was someone that
was wearing the robes of the Dark Rebellion. It looked like a woman. My senses
were going off again and I felt Master Fire within her. A metal rod appeared
from her robes into her hand. She started to run fast towards us and I lunged
forward towards her. We clashed our weapons and held each other back. After
exerting a lot of force, I pushed her backward. 


Kaido took the opening by jumping
in front of her and swinging his sword at her. the woman blocked the attack.  Vlayru
tried to get beside them and attacked the robbed woman, but she managed to
block his attack too. The woman swung her weapon and hit both Kaido and Vlayru.
They were both were knocked back to the ground. Vlayru hit the ground first,
while Kaido did a back tuck and roll, and got into a crouching position. I ran
up to the woman and slashed at her, breaking her defense and making her stumble
back. while she was recovering her balance, I charged up Lightning Blade to
make the sword deadlier. My thoughts were if I don’t go all out, we’re toast.
Just before she stood her ground, I slashed and cut her across the stomach. Electricity
arched across her body. She fell to the ground hard. I put my foot on the ground
then push back and stopped a short distance from her, readied my sword, and
waited for her to get back up.  The woman got back up after a few moments and
threw her robe off, she appeared to be a woman with Brown hair in a ponytail,
Brown eyes, leather sleeveless top and leather pants, Knee high boots and had a
commander ornament hat on her head. 


She wiped the blood from her mouth
and said, “You think I’m done? My name is Asha, and you are going down after
what you did to Sir Mazo!” 


“Bring it!” Vlayru yelled. 


Vlayru ran towards her, clashed
their weapons a few times, and I shot a Lightning Blast him right after. She
then blasted the blasts back. Asha then released a huge amount of energy.


“You guys are weak. I bet you don’t
even know how to use your element forms yet.” Asha said as she shot fire at me
and Vlayru. 


Her fire energy then wrapped around
her body, changing her into a mass of flames and her eyes were glowing blue.
Kaido slashed at Asha, but It was as if his sword went right through her. He
was shot back sending him flying through the air backward. She walked over and
went over picked up Vlayru.


“Now die,” she said.


“Never!” he said back.


She readied another ball of fire.
At the same time, I heard a voice in my head. It was the same voice from
before.


“Use Water Form. All you do is
release water energy, then quickly suppress it around your body. I know you can
do it.” It said.


“Who are you?” I asked it.


The voice continued, “Never mind
that right now, just do it if you want to save your yourself and your friends.”



I did what it told me to. I
released all my water energy. Everyone around me stopped. The force of the release
made the wind around me blow around, violently. I saw blue aura rage around me.
I then tried and suppress it, but failed.


“Come on Tana, you can do it. Quickly!”
Spex yelled while continuing to watch.


Asha was about to send the giant fireball
down on Vlayru.


“Screw this. She needs more time,”
Spex said.


He disappeared into his aura and ducked
behind a tree. He saw where Asha was and put his hand up in her direction. He
slowed down time in a small area around Asha.


Spex whispered, “This is your
chance, Tana.”


Tana quickly lowered her body and
released more energy and tried again. The wind around her picked up again and
blue water-like aura surrounded her. It then wrapped around her body and
transformed her into Water Form. Her whole body was water and her eyes glowed
yellow. She blasted water the woman, stopping her charge. Vlayru then fainted.
Kaido got up slowly, his body was beaten and was bleeding. He wasn’t wearing
his armor. The woman got back up and sent a wave of fire hurling toward us.
Tana stopped it with Water Blast. She then jumped forward through the
explosion, charged up a massive Water Blast again with both hands, and shot it
towards her. Asha couldn’t defend against it since she was knock off balance
from the blast, and hit her hard enough to send her flying into the air. Asha’s
body returned to normal. Tana jumped into the air, touched her, and got Master
Fire’s orb. After that, Tana’s body returned to normal and she began to fall.
Kaido started sprinting toward her and caught her, followed by Kaido sliding on
the ground on his knees.  


Tana opened her eyes, smiled, and
said, “Thank you.”


They looked over at Asha, who was
dying.


She looked back at them and said,
“I should have listened to the other rebel leaders when said to not get
revenge, but I couldn’t help it. He was my mentor. I couldn’t let it go.”


Kaido asked her, “What are you guys
after?”


She explained, “Well, we were
brought together to take down the nation’s leaders and the cast, but I feel
like there is more...”


Asha died, her eye left open,
looking up. Tana then closed her eye.


‘I guess that is it then,’ Spex
said to himself and disappeared, back to his house.


Spex thought on what just happened,
“Originally, it was a mercenary who attacked them at that time if my memory is
correct. He was trying to gather all the master orbs I believe.” 


Spex tried to think harder, but he
couldn’t remember. Almost like the memory was fading away.


“I better get back to watching,” he
said, pulling up the hologram at the point after he left.


I awoke the next morning in my
sleeping bag. I sat up to find Kaido making breakfast over a campfire and Vlayru
slowing opening his eyes. He was mostly bandaged up. I had bandages around my
left leg and arm. 


“Thank you so much, Kaido,” I said
to Kaido, smiling. 


“No problem,” He replied. 


“I thought you were a goner after
getting hit like that. I mean Vlayru and I can handle it cause of our training,
but you…,” I told him. 


“Yeah, I can handle pain. It was
part of my training as well. Maybe one day, I’ll get an element power
eventually,” Kaido replied. 


“Eventually,” I repeated. 


Just then, Vlaykre appeared out of
purple aura. Kaido jumped and nearly broke the eggs he was about to cook. Kaido
looked away to calmed himself.


He looked at Vlaykre and asked him,
“Can you please stop doing that?”


“Can’t make any promises,” Vlaykre
responded, smirking.


He examined us and asked, “Whoa,
guys, what happened?”


“We fought another member of the
rebellion. She had Master Fire’s orb,” I explained.


Vlayru added, “Yeah, she said
something about an element form, then her whole body turned into flames.”


Vlaykre then explained, “Fire Form.
She must have been very skilled. Or she had help from Master Fire. Learning the
elemental forms is a tough business. It takes a long time to get it right, then
just as long to master it. Unless, you have the Masters, who created it, to
help you.”


Kaido asked, “Tana, is that how you
used Water Form?”


Vlaykre looked a little surprised
and asked me, “You did, Tana?”


I nodded my head, “Yeah, I had
help. From a voice,” I answered.


“I see, well anyways, here’s your
sword, Tana,” Vlaykre said to me.


Vlaykre held out his hand and a
sword appeared. It looked beautiful. the blade has a black finish in the middle
and silver edge, like the blade on the ‘Good Cast’s’ sword. The guard was
reshaped and had a detailed design, the grip was redone with leather wraps and
had a key chain at the end. 


 “Thank you so much, Vlaykre,” I
gratefully told him. 


“No problem. Glad you like it. It
was re-forged in my Gravity Forge. I did the same for the ‘Good Cast’s’ when
his sword messed up. He kept doing all this patchwork to it rather than
actually fixing it. So I did him a favor. weapons forged in the Gravity Forge
won’t break, so don’t worry about that while in a fight. Anyways though, where
are you off to?” he asked. 


Vlayru replied, “Actually we were
on our way to see how you guys were doing in the Central Union.”


“Well, I can take you there directly,
if you guys are ready,” He asked us. 


I looked at the others and they
both nodded their heads. 


“Sure, that would be great. Can we
eat first, though? I’m pretty hungry,” I said. 


“Same here,” Vlayru added, “but, I
might need help eating.”


“Don’t be a baby, Vlayru, I know
you can feed yourself in your condition,” I said to Vlayru, in an irritated
voice.


“It was worth a try,” Vlayru
admitted, chuckling.


We all laughed and Kaido served up
breakfast. We gathered our things after we ate and then we gathered around to Vlaykre.



“I think it’s about time you found
out anyway,” He said as we transported through purple aura to a dark and gloomy
world, in the middle of a desilt plain.


“This is the
Abeyance Realm.  The souls of people come here after they die. It is then
decided whether they go to the Heaven Realm or Hell Realm. I am king here, by birthright.”
He explained to us, “Time works differently here. A day here is like an hour in
the living realm. So, we can get from where we were to exactly where the others
are in seconds.”


“So, you have a
throne and subjects?” Vlayru asked him.


“Yes, I have a
throne. Subjects, not really. Other than The Reaper, who is the one you see
when you die. He is the one that decides where you go.” 


Vlaykre pointed
off in the distance. we looked and saw a person with a large black robe holding
a scythe with a black and brown handle. It was hard to make out much detail
from being so far away. There was a line of what appeared to be souls waiting
to speak with the Reaper.


 Kaido then
asked, “Where is your throne?”


Vlaykre stop and
pointed to a castle off in the distance.


“Wow,” Kaido
said in amazement. 


“Well, we should
be going,” Vlaykre said, as we transported into a room. 


I looked around to find my Mother,
Ryuu, Ayla, and some man I never met before. They were all was sitting in the
living room part of the suite they were staying in. My mother and Alya’s faces
lit up when they saw us.


“Mother!” I said, excited to see
her, and ran to her.


“Katana! How are you sweetie?” she
asked me as I hugged her. 


Alya gave Vlayru a hug as well.
Ryuu then approached him.


“Hey, son. How is the journey
going? Are you getting stronger? I’m just kidding, I sense that you have,” He
said to Vlayru. 


Vlayru replied in an irritated
voice, “Hey, Dad.” 


“Wow, Tana! I sense that you have
four orbs now! Good job,” My mother said to me. 


“Yeah, it’s something. Who is
this?” I asked my mother, looking at the man I’ve never met before. 


“This is Regan. He another old
friend of ours. He’s Master Steel.” My mother told me. 


Regan walked closer to us.


He spoke, “Hi Katana, it’s nice to
finally meet you. You look a lot like your mother.” 


“Thank you,” I Replied, smiling.


He smirked and asked, “So, you’re
on the same pilgrimage we were on with ‘Good Cast’, huh?” 


“Yes, I am. And it’s good to meet
you too,” I replied to him. 


My Mother looked at Kaido and asked
me, “Dear, who is that?”


“Oh, everyone this is Kaido. He
agreed to help out on the pilgrimage.” I responded.


Kaido raised his hand a wave, “Yo.”


Regan started examining Kaido.


“Well, the meeting is about to begin,”
Vlaykre said.


Vlayru then asked, “The leaders
agreed to meet?”


Ryuu replied, “Yes. You kids can
come too, now that you are here.”


We all left for the meeting. Wasn’t
too far away from the hotel. It was being held at a government building. We
walked in, down a hallway, and into a meeting chamber. The door was guarded on
both sides. The leaders were already waiting for us. I saw Queen Aida and wave
at her with a smile. She gave a nodded with a smile back. We took our seats and
the meeting began. A lot of good points were made, but a final decision on a
unification was not decided yet.


After the meeting, we went back to
the hotel. Vlaykre, Ryuu, and Vlayru went around the corner. I went to a safe
distance, kneeled, and listened in on their conversation. 


“Vlayru. I sense that you haven’t
balance your light and darkness yet. Vlaykre and I want to continue our
training from where we left off and train you to get you all the way up to
using Phoenix Form.” 


After a long pause, Vlayru answered
back, “So, now you want to actually care about me? No. I have my own training
to do.”


Vlayru then stormed off and went
outside, he seemed very upset and angry. 


“Ease dropping?” the same voice
from yesterday said. 


I turned around to find a man in blue
aura kneeling with me. he was dressed in the very old style of armor, had a
beard, and long wavy hair. He was also kind of see through, like when Master
Lightning came to see me.


“Who are you?!” I asked him while
trying to be as quiet I could.  


“I’m Master Water. It is time for
you start getting used to using element forms. I could train you if you want,”
Water asked me. 


I thought for a moment.


“Yes, please train me,” I decided. 


He is the Master of Water. This was
the best opportunity to get stronger. I spent the day in form training with
Master Water. It was extremely exhausting due to the amount of energy you
exert. Master Water told me that you use can use the same technique with the
other elemental powers to get the other element forms. So, if I mastered Water
Form, I pretty much have mastered the other forms, to an extent.











Chapter 10 – The Other Side


 


I woke up the next day after
training. Vlayru, Kaido, and I got our own hotel room from the adults. Kaido
and Vlayru were already up and had already left. I went to eatery area near the
lobby. My Mother was already down there and had just finished preparing
breakfast for us. I sat at the table along with my Mother Regan and Kaido. I
wanted to get to know Regan more, I asked him some questions.


I asked him, “So, why don’t your
eyes have pupils?”


“I was born blind, but I can still
see using my metal powers, but sadly, everything looks metallic,” He explained.
“It’s better than nothing though,” Regan explained to us.


 I then complimented him, “I think
it’s pretty awesome.”


Regan nodded with a smirk. Kaido
was quiet and kept giving Regan looks. It seemed like Regan noticed, but didn’t
say anything about it.


My Mother then spoke, “Katana, how
about I train you to use Master Fire? I used to have that orb back in the day,
after all.”


“Really?” I asked.


She answered, “Yup. It was before I
realized I had my own fire powers.”


Regan added,
“You should go, Tana. She also trained for a long time perfecting her own
powers. She did it with another friend of ours that was part of our group.
You’ll learn a thing or two from her, as well as Master Fire.” 


“Another friend,
huh?” Kaido said.


Regan responded,
“His name is Ryder. I’m sure, one day you’ll meet him.” 


“I hope I do,” I
replied, “Where is he now?”


“He has a very
important job elsewhere, so he’s not able to join us in our cause. He would be
here otherwise though. Let’s get going,” My Mother explained in response. 


My mother and I left the hotel
after getting some training gear on. we made our way outside the city into the Scorchis
Plains, so we were away from the civilians. She told me that she had discovered
that fire users can control the magma and lava from the earth. They can even
call on it from where ever they are from the ground, as long as they were
skilled enough. She called it Erupting Lava Attack. It took a few hours, but I
started to get the hang of it. 


My mother had an errand that she
had to do, though she didn’t tell me what it was. Before she left, she made a
phone call and said not to worry about the lava, that it’ll get taken care of.
I wondered what she meant, but she already took off before I could ask. I made
my way back to the hotel to relax. On the way, I saw a helicopter fly by
towards the field where I was training. I entered the room and it was empty.
Kaido and Regan were still out training from what it looked like. 


The next day, I went out to Thera
Forest, southeast of the city to train more, this time with wind powers. I got
to a clearing that was some ways into the forest. Master Wind appeared near me,
just like the way Master Water appeared. He showed me the proper way of use
wind powers. Apparently, I was using them the wrong way by using the wrong
stances. I started thinking about the others. Vlayru must be training very hard
if he has been gone this long. Also, I haven’t seen Regan or Kaido since
yesterday. I wondered if they were okay. 


‘I hope they are training hard,’ I
thought to myself.


Suddenly, I felt darkness lurking
nearby. I turned and saw shadow dwellers looming nearby. They ran towards me
and I ran my hand across in front of me and released Gust Blast, a technique that
creates a gust of wind, to push them back. I jumped up and slashed at one of
the shadow dwellers. I spun around and fired a fire blast at two others. I
landed on my feet followed by a few shadow dwellers hit the ground and the ones
I hit dissipated into shadow. Out of nowhere, two shadow dwellers, that look a
little bigger and had blades on the sides of their arms ambushed me from
behind. I couldn’t react in time to defend against their attacks.


A sword flew from a direction I
couldn’t see and landed between the two shadow dwellers, sending them flying to
either side away from the sword and started disintegrating into darkness.
Following that, a woman jumped down from the trees and landed near the sword in
a crouched position. She grabbed the sword, and as two more evolved looking
shadow dwellers came sprinting towards her, she slashed at them hitting them
both. They disintegrated before hitting the ground. The rest of the shadow
dwellers retreated into portals and the portals disappeared. 


The woman stood up and turned to
me. she looked about my age. Maybe a little older. She was wearing something
similar to a military garb, but I can tell she made some changes of her own
accord.


“Who are you?” I asked her,
curiously.


She smirked, “My name is Iridia.
You must be Katana. Oh, I’m sorry, I forgot that you prefer Tana.”


I raised my eyebrow in confusion.
“…and how do you know me? Have we met before?”


“No, we’ve never met.” She
answered, chuckling, “You are kind of mentioned in the news, although the media
doesn’t know your name yet. also, I was briefed on you. I’m part of a secret
organization called the E.T.B., short for Elite Trooper Brigade. we protect the
public from knowing about the elementals, like you. I’m an elemental like you,
so no worries. Normally, I would help with clean up here, but I’m on a special
mission right now. I’ll call this one in and let the others take care of this
one.”


I scratched my head, trying to
process everything she said.


She saw the look on my face,
smiled, and said “Oh, I’m sorry, I tend to talk a lot. What I’m trying to do is
find an amulet. One can be used to summon someone from one realm to another.
You haven’t heard of anything like that, have you?”


I thought for a moment, then
answered, “No, I never have.”


She then said, “Well that’s okay.
Magical items like that are usually kept in secret areas and told through myths
and folk tales.”


“So, you are part of a group called
the E.T.B.?” I asked her.


“Yes, I am. Yesterday we cleaned up
the lava you left laying out in the middle of nowhere. Also, we are trying to
make sure the Dark Rebellion doesn’t give too much info on elementals. The
public isn’t ready for us yet, but I hope you can change that. If anyone can
it’s the cast.” She replied


She looked down at a digital watch
on her wrist, “Oh, look at the time I have to go. Maybe we can meet back up
later when we both have free time.”


“Uhh, yeah sure, that sounds good,”
I said, still a little boggled by her.


She turned around, started running,
and said, “See ya’ later!”


I thought to myself as I watched
her disappeared into the woods, ‘She seems really confident in herself. I
wonder if I should be more like her.’ 


I turned my head and saw black
figure disappear into the woods soon after seeing it. ‘That’s was weird’


The next day, my mother was still
gone on her errand. So, I decided to hang out in the room and relax. I was
lounging in my bed, while still in my sleepwear when Master Water appeared by
the bed.


“So, are you done with training? In
my opinion, you’re not.” He said.


I sighed and responded, “Can’t I
just relax for a day?”


Water crossed his arm, and with a
stern look, he answered, “Well, sure you can, but I don’t think the rebellion
is taking a break. Your companions aren’t taking a break either from the looks
of it.”


I thought for a moment and said, “It’s
been pretty quiet, now that I think about it.”


Water then added, “Which is why
this is the best time to train and prepare. What if they are getting ready for
a surprise attack?”


I sighed, “Yeah, okay. You’re
right.”


I got up and got dressed in my
normal clothes. My training clothes were being cleaned, so I couldn’t wear
them. I then went back into the forest again to continue training. I took a
break after a while and sat up against a tree. Suddenly, I felt a dark presence.
I opened my senses, but I couldn’t pin point where it was coming from. I looked
to my right then back in front of me and saw a man wearing a top hat. He had
armor on his right arm and was wearing all black clothing, which was a black
dress suit with a tail coat. He also had long black hair with a gray streak. He
was sinister looking. I started to recognize him. This was the evil guy from my
dreams!


“That’s the guy who tried to kill
Tana and Vlayru earlier! Wait...I remember now who he is!” Spex said, surprised
and leaning in close to the hologram.


I sprang up and unsheathed out my
sword. The guy gave a small quick chuckle, pulled out two small scythes from
his jacket. they attached together with a chain. he lunged towards me and
readied an attack. I blocked with my sword. We continued to clash our weapons
until I pushed him back. Following that, I created Water Blade. He jumped back
and I quickly used Lightning Blast, creating a bolt of lightning crashing down
from the sky where I aimed. the attack forced him into the air, then hit the
ground hard. He got back up and released a massive black energy and almost
pushed me backward from the force, but I braced myself at the last second. He leaped
forward for a critical blow, but what he didn’t expect was me in transforming
into Fire Form and blasted him back with a massive Fire Blast. 


The next thing I knew, he was
behind me and spoke, “You are pretty powerful. No wonder I was warned about
you. My name is Crios. And your name?” he asked me. 


I turned my head towards him and stared.



‘He stops in the middle of a battle
to ask my name? What an idiot!’ I thought.


I changed to Water Form and blasted
him with water.  He dodged it, then jumped at me. He slashed his scythes at me,
but I quickly blocked him with small water shields that formed by my hands and
I held him back.  


“So, you’re not going to tell me
your name, huh?” he asked me once again.


I pushed him back and Crios shot a
black beam from his hand while flying backward. He landed near a tree gave me a
look as if he was still waiting for my answer to his question.


I answered him back, “My name is
Tana.” 


“Good. It’s nice to meet,” Crios
said in a deep tone.


I looked around and he was suddenly
gone. I powered down from my Water Form to my normal state.  


“Are you part of the Dark Rebellion?”
I asked him.


I turned around and he was standing
right behind me. he was still giving a menacing smile.   


“I have my own agenda. There is
something I want to show you,” He said, as a darkness formed around our feet.


It swallowed both of us. It was
pitch black and I could barely see anything. 


“This is my world. Welcome to the
Shadow Realm. Your worst nightmare!” Crios said with an echo as if he were
talking from all directions. 


Suddenly, I started to see
something making its way toward me. As it got closer, they appeared to be these
huge black creatures from all directions. They were shadow dwellers. Fear
started to get the best of me. I fought them off with different element
attacks, but there seemed to be no end to them. I heard Crios laughing all
around me. 


“Vlaykre!!” I shrieked in terror.  


 One of the smaller creatures
jumped on me and I started to get consumed in darkness, losing my sight
completely. Just then, something grabbed and pulled me backward. 


I faintly heard Vlaykre talking
with Vlayru and Ryuu, but everything was black and I couldn’t see anything. 


“It’s just like before! Quick Vlaykre,
do something!” Ryuu demanded.


“Is she going to be okay?!” Vlayru
asked.


I could hear how worried they were
from their tone of voices.


Vlaykre replied, “There’s nothing
we can do for her. She has to fight this on her own.” 


Spex stopped the playback and stood
up. 


“I think I need to be there in
person,” He said.


Spex then disappeared into his aura
and ended up nearby the others. He quickly hid behind a tree. Shadow dwellers
were pouring out of the black dome that was created by Crios. Vlayru and Ryuu
were defending themselves against the Shadow Dwellers, while Vlaykre was
fighting against Crios with his duel swords.


Tana’s body was cover in a black
aura. It then formed around her body. her scarf became bandages that wrapped
around her body. Her hands and feet were now black claws, her skin looked extremely
pale, and was holding a sword that was differently shaped from her normal sword
and was all black.  


“I’ve seen this before,” Spex said
to himself quietly. 


He continued, “Sabre went through
exactly what Tana is going through right now. But it looks like she has a skull
helmet, rather than a skull mask like the other casts. Very interesting.”


Everyone looked her in shock with
shock, except Vlaykre. 


He said to her, “Do it, Tana.” 


Vlaykre then looked at Vlayru and
Ryuu and yelled, “Move!”


Vlaykre, Ryuu, and Vlayru jumped
out of the way, as Tana quickly charge then blasted Water Blast at him. The
blast looked different than usual. it had a black aura around it. Crios was
sent flying back into the air, dropping his scythes to the ground. He broke
through multiple trees and out of sight into the forest. The blast also broke
the chain connecting the two scythes. Everyone looks at her and started
examining her. Tana was doing to the same as well. She looked at her hands,
then her body, followed by feeling the helmet on her face. 


Crios appeared from the direction where
he was thrown, sprinting towards Tana with a large ball of darkness in his
hand. Crios hit Tana, but Tana grabbed him by his arm, threw him into the air
with one arm, and hit him with Lightning Blast with the other. The lightning
also had a black outline of aura around the lightning streaks. Crios had lightning
arc around his body then fell to the ground face down. The shadow dome
dissipated. 


“You may have foiled my plans to
get rid of you, but don’t think I’m escaping without lackeys to back me up.
Also, here is your reward Tana.”  He said to them, slowly getting back up.


He picked up and threw one of the
scythes that were nearby, stabbing Tana in the stomach. He then jumped into a
black portal that he created. Vlaykre, Vlayru, and Ryuu ran over to Tana. Her
shadow form dissipated away and she was back in her normal state. She started
to fall back but was caught by Vlayru.


“This is going to hurt, Tana,” Vlaykre
said.


He pulled out the scythe and threw
it away. A few moments later, Shadow Beings started appearing from the portal
that was left open. 


Ryuu made a fist and said, “More
shadow dwellers, again? Let’s have Vlayru take care them.” 


Vlayru started releasing a large
amount of energy and had a light blue aura emanating off his him. His body
started turning into ice and he created duel ice swords that appeared in his
hand.


He was using Ice Form, but
something was different about it. Dark blue aura was also emanating from his
body and large spikes grew from his back. 


“This isn’t normal of an Ice Form.
I’ve never seen that happen before with any element form, actually,” Spex said
as he continued to watch.  


He started shooting ice beams and
freezing the shadow dwellers followed by slicing them in half with his swords.
After taking care of the last one, Vlayru reverted to normal and waited to see
what was next. Just then, two big shadow dwellers came out of the portal. They
were almost two stories tall and were carrying extremely large swords.


“Shadow demons,” Vlaykre said.


Two round objects appeared near
some of the shadow dwellers and exploded outward. Some of the shadow dwellers
got knocked into the air, dissipating them. The area got covered with dark
smoke. Spex looked overlooked over to find Kaido with Regan. 


“It's time to end this fight,” Said
Kaido. 


He began fighting the shadow demons
along with Vlayru and Ryuu. Kaido was wearing armor on both of his arms and
shoulders, a mask on his face, and still had everything else normally wore on.
He was wielding a bigger version of his sword as well. Spex examined their
powers and sensed that they have gotten stronger. 


“Tana! What happened to you?!”
Kaido asked.  


“Uhh…” she moaned, faintly.  


She then fainted. Kaido ran over
kneeled down closer to her.


Vlaykre then reassured everyone and
said, “It’ll be okay, guys. We need to bring her to the hotel and have her get
some rest.”


Spex sighed in relief. He felt something
dark and sinister off in the distance. He looked closer and saw something
looking in the direction of the everyone. It was holding something big. It
vanished a few seconds later. He made his way over to where he felt a presence,
but couldn’t evidence to verify what he saw and felt. 


Looking back at the group. He saw Vlaykre
looking right in his direction.


“Uh, oh. Better go,” Spex said,
disappearing back to his house.


Spex spoke to himself, “I feel like
I’m getting close to who I’m looking for. I wonder if was that presence I felt
was what made this mess. I need to keep watching.”


Spex turned to the hologram, did
some quick stretches, and continued watching.









Chapter 11 – Witching Hour 


 


I woke up later that night in the
hotel. Everyone was standing over me. My mother was sitting next to me in my
bed.


“Good, you’re awake. How are you
feeling?” my mother asked me. 


“Exhausted and sore,” I answered
back to her. 


I sat up a little bit and looked
down at myself and saw that my stomach was bandaged, along with my arm and
wrist. My mother readjusted herself on the bed.


Vlayru asked Vlaykre, “So, what was
that power she was using?” 


“It’s the power of the shadow dweller,”
Ryuu explained. 


“Shadow dweller? Really?” I asked
him. 


He replied, “Yes, you now have the
power of a shadow dweller locked inside of you. What you were using is called
Shadow Form. There are two kinds of Shadow Forms, one is controlled, and one is
uncontrolled. The one you were using was uncontrolled. I could tell because you
weren’t yourself.”


“I wasn’t?” I question, trying to
process this new information.


“No, you weren’t. It’s different
from element forms. It is controlled by your stamina and emotion. The shadow
dweller that is now bound to your soul will feed off this. Don’t worry you
won’t die, but you can lose yourself to it permanently. So, just be cautious
from now on,” Vlaykre explained. 


“So, that’s why I couldn’t control
myself?” I asked him.


“Yes. You had a similar mindset to
the shadow dwellers, more specifically the shadow beings, which are the more
evolved shadow dwellers, but you are the next step in the evolution, the shadow
humans.” He answered back. 


I was in shock. 


‘Am I going to turn into a shadow
dweller?’ I thought to myself.


My Mother added, “Don’t worry. The
other casts all had Shadow Forms too. The ‘Good Casts’ was the first to get it
during an experiment. Also, just like them, it takes time and control.”


I shook my head and questioned,
“How am I going to control it, though? It sounds and feels like I could end up
killing a lot of people. That is something that I just don’t want to do.” 


Ayla then spoke, “You could, but we
need to think of a way to train you, so in the meantime, try and control your emotions,
especially, your anger. That is what feeds it the most and will make it harder
to keep it from turning you into your uncontrolled form.” 


Kaido then asked, “What were those
really big shadow dwellers that came out of the portal?”


“Shadow demons,” Ryuu started to
explain, “They are demons that are consumed by a shadow dweller and then turned
into one. They normally don’t go after demons since shadow dwellers are more
interested in attacking the light, hence why they go after us. Demons don’t
really have a light, but during the Heaven and Hell War, the demons provoked
the shadow dwellers and some demons were consumed by the darkness.”


My Mother started getting
teary-eyed.


“Are you okay, Mother?” I asked
her.


She rubbed her eyes and replied,
“I’m fine. I’m just sorry that I was there to help protect you.”


“It’s okay Mother, really,” I said,
giving her a hug.


“We’ll let you rest,” Regan said. 


Ayla put her hand on my mother’s
shoulder as she stood up, and everyone exited the room. 


I laid back and thought to myself,
‘So, I’m now part-monster. I don’t know if I should even continue on.’ 


I then fell asleep. The next
morning, I woke up, followed by the boys after, who were asleep in their own
beds.


Kaido first spoke, “Good morning. Feeling
better?”


I nodded and said, “Yes, much
better, thank you.”


“So then, you want to know about
our training?” Kaido asked me.


“Sure,” I said, smirking. 


Vlayru begins to tell his story.
“I’ll go first. My Dad wanted to train me to get Phoenix Form, but I didn’t
want to learn it. I was actually pretty mad at him for suddenly caring. So, I
had Vlaykre take me to Abeyance and Master Ice trained me in Ice form. There
was a point during the training where Vlaykre disappeared and I was left to
train on my own for a while. He did come back, but not long before Vlaykre felt
that you were in trouble, so we left to go help you and met up with my dad on
the way.” 


“Wow, that’s amazing. Kind of hard
to comprehend the time difference,” I said then laughed. 


I looked at Kaido and asked, “Did
you want to tell your training story, Kaido?”  


“Sure,” he said, then continued,
“Well, you left to go train and I decided to just chill in the living room. But
then, Regan came up to me and said “I notice that your element is fog. No one
ever has had fog powers before. Where did you say, you were from?”. I told him
what I told you two about my parents and being a mercenary. He said studied me
for a few moments. But then, he looked away then said, “I’m going to train you.
Let’s go.” I sprang up and grabbed my sword. We jumped on Regan’s motorcycle
and took off out the city to the deserted plain and trained to use my new-found
power. Vlaykre also showed up at one point and took my sword and put it through
the Gravity Forge, making it bigger. “


Vlayru then said, “That explains
why Vlaykre disappeared.”


Kaido continued, “We sensed that
you were in trouble so we rode over on the motorcycle. Seriously though, your
new power is amazing.” 


“Thank you. So you are Master Fog,
then?” I asked him.


He nodded and replied, “I guess so.
Although, it’s going to be hard to combine it with my fighting style.”


“The question is though, when am I
going to get those master powers from you guys?” I asked them 


“Well remember, I’m holding on to
ice. When the time comes for when you need it, Tana, I will give Ice to you,
just as I promised,” Vlayru said 


“...and you can have my power
whenever you want. Heck, you can even have it right now.” Kaido explained,
extending out his hand. 


“Oh, okay then,” I said as I
reached out and grabbed his hand and absorbed the power. 


Just then, he collapsed on top of
me. 


“Is he okay?! Oh no, did I just
kill him?” I asked, freaking out.


Vlayru checked for a heartbeat and
replied, “Yeah he’s fine. He was in good health, so he is just unconscious
right now.”


“Oh, man! I need to get dressed
too!” I complained. 


“He is fine, just get dressed. I’ll
see you downstairs for breakfast.” He told me, as he walked out and closed the
door. 


I stared at him for a second. I
noticed how cute he looked as he was sleeping. I couldn’t believe I was going
to do this. I took out clean clothes and started to undress. Just as I got all
my clothes off and Kaido woke up and look over to find me naked. He was staring
at me with a dumb look and blood started seeping out of his nose. I shrieked,
covered myself with a nearby blanket.


“Get out! And take your power with
you!” I yelled.


I put my hand on Vlayru shoulder,
transferred his power back to him and push him out the door hard. I saw him hit
the wall in the hallway hard, then I slammed the door. I was so mad at Vlayru
and Kaido. I realized that I transferred power back without thinking about it.


‘huh, didn’t know I could do that.’
I thought.


 I finished getting dressed and
came downstairs for breakfast. We just relaxed the rest of the day and my
mother cleaned my armor. I apologized to the boys and they forgave me. The next
day, we got our stuff together the adults walked us downstairs and just outside
of the hotel. 


“You guys be safe.” My Mother said
to us.


 “We will,” Kaido reassured her
with a smirk.


My mother hugged me and Ayla hugged
Vlayru.


Kaido, Vlayru, and I then left for
Roc Domain.


“That presence I felt before,” Spex
said to him, “Thinking back to what I saw, I’m pretty sure it was something
holding a giant scythe. Is it the same person that Hylin mentioned?” 


A day went by, as we continued down the road and started getting tired.
We had a few unexpected shadow dwellers run-ins. I almost lost myself in anger
in the last fight. The fights were getting on my nerves. We stopped at an inn
and got a room, in a small town right before the Roc Domain/Central Union
border called Rock Point Town. Stayed in the room and ate cheese thank to my
mother who, along with Ayla, repacked our supplies.


“I love cheese. It’s so good,” I
said then took another bite of my cheese cover cracker.


Kaido looked at me and said, “You
got a little cheese on your cheek.”


He reached out and wiped it off for
me. I smirked and looked away.


Vlayru looked mad suddenly, “Why
did you do that? She could have done that herself.”


 Kaido looked at serious at Vlayru
and responded, “What? I was just helping.”


“Stop being confrontational, Vlayru,”
I told him, sternly.


Suddenly, I felt a strange power
nearby, Kaido and Vlayru felt it too. We nodded at each other and I took the
lead towards it. We jumped out the window and out onto the street. It was dark
and quiet, due to it being almost midnight. We saw a person in front us. They
turned, saw us, and ran down a nearby alleyway. We then ran after the person and
Kaido transformed into his Fog Form and disappeared.


The person suddenly jumped to the
left down another connecting alley, to try and get us off their track. It
didn’t work, as we were quick turn down the alley as well. It was narrower than
the last alley, as well as darker. She continued taking more sudden turns to
try and lose us. a fog appeared in front of the person and turned into Kaido,
making them stop. We stopped too and got into fighting stances.


“Who are you?” I ask them.


The person had a tan cloak on with
the hood up, covering most of their body. We couldn’t who or what it was. They
said nothing, but put their hands up and prepared an attack by creating an aura
that circled around them. We all jumped at the person, but before landing our
attacks we started to glow purple. We all froze in mid-air and couldn’t move a
muscle.


I thought to myself, ‘This power is
something I have not felt before. It was powerful, but why couldn’t I sense how
strong it was before? Was the person trying to hide it? If so, then why?’ 


I suddenly felt my anger rising and
the shadow dweller’s power rising inside me and taking over my body. I try to
fight it back, but it was hard. Just then, there was a black figure aiming a
gun at the person. We stopped glowing and fell to the ground and the person
turned to the figure. The figure fired its gun and Vlayru was moved in front of
the person to block the shot with his bow staff. My anger rose, even more,
letting the shadow’s power take over. I ended up transforming into the Shadow
Form again, just like before. I quickly stepped in front of Vlayru and blocked
the next shot with Shadow Shield, a wall of black aura used for blocking. I
followed that up with taking the shield down and slashing the air with Shadow
Water Slash, sending it towards the black figure. I realized that the black
figure was a man in a rebellion cloak.


“Been looking for you...,” he said
before pausing.


He saw the attacking coming right
at him and a look of fear was on his face.


“Holy Sh…,” he said turned the
other way.


He jumped out of the way and rolled
on the ground. He then started to run away. I was just about to run after him
when I was held back Kaido and Vlayru, who both grabbed on to me.  


“Tana, calm down, it’s over!” Kaido
yelled to me and tightly gripped my shoulder. 


I tried to fight back against the
shadow. 


“Go away!” I yelled. 


I took back control of myself, my clothes
turned back to normal. I fell to my knees out of exhaustion and got upset.


‘I’m not strong enough for this. I
need to get stronger,’ I thought to myself.


I took a deep breath to calm
myself.


“Thank you, guys. What happened to
the person we were chasing?” I asked them in a raspy voice. 


“They ran off, probably got scared
from seeing you in Shadow Form. We were going to chase them, but we wanted you
in your normal state first, before you caused a rampage.” Vlayru explained. 


“Thanks again, guys,” I said to
both of them.  


“No problem,” Kaido said to me. 


After sensing the area, I found the
girl. 


“She’s close by,” I said, still
panting.


Kaido asked in reply, “Do you want
to pursue her still?”


“If that’s what you want to do,” I
said in response.  


Without a word, I stood up, took a
slow deep breath to try and focus, and sensed the person’s presence in the
distance. They were on the move getting further away from us. I started running
in the person’s direction. Vlayru and kaido were right behind me. 


Vlayru asked, “If she is part of
the rebellion, then why is she running?” 


“Another question would be, why is
the rebellion after her?”  Kaido asked, in response.


The person suddenly stopped moving.
We hid behind a dumpster nearby and peeked out to see what the person was
doing. They waved their hand in front of them and water aura emanated from her
hand and around her body. It seemed to be some sort of healing technique. Oddly
enough, I didn’t sense water power from her at all. Just then, brown aura
surrounded her body and she created a big rock in her hand and threw it in our
direction being. We dodge the attack forcing out of hiding. 


I was baffled and thought, ‘What is
this person?’ 


Several big rocks formed around her
and threw them at us. 


“Watch out!” I yelled. 


I used Gust Blast, on the ground
below me to push me into the air. I was able to then dodge the rocks. Vlayru
transformed into Ice Form, froze the rocks while still in the air, and Kaido
sliced through the rocks. I felt Vlayru’s anger and it started to show with the
dark aura emitting from his body like before.


“Wait, Vlayru, we should hold off
on going all out,” Kaido told him. 


“I don’t care, I’m mad now at this
punk,” He said coldly and lunged over to her.  


“Wait, Vlayru!” I yelled. 


I shot a small Water Blast and aim
it near his head in order to try and make him stop, but It failed. Suddenly, I
felt another master power near me. there was then a flying rock from the same
direction of where I felt the master power. It hit Vlayru hard and we all
looked up at the roof and saw a man standing there with his hand pointing
towards Vlayru. He was wearing a rebellion robe as well, but his hood was down.
Kaido jumped toward the person, readying an attack with his sword. He blocked
Kaido’s attack with the large rock he created. Kaido fell backward and landed
on the ground, in a crouching position. I didn’t know what to do. With
everything that is going on right now, I wanted to give up.  Another shady man
jumped up next to the man with rock powers. This was the man from earlier.


“I see you found them, Uban,” the
man without his hood on said.


Uban crossed his arms, and replied,
“Not like you could hold your own against these kids, Romo.”


“Pshh, I could of!” Romo said back,
in an angry tone, taking off his hood.


Kaido jumped high towards them,
continued to fight the two. Vlayru was nowhere to be found. The person we were
after started to cower in fear.


“Stay away from me! Master
Obsidian!” the person yelled, with what sounded like a voice of a girl.


Black spikes then shot out in all
directions from their body. It struck all of us, causing me to flip around and
land face down on the ground. I blacked out for a few seconds then slowly came
too. I sense that the attack was a master power. Then it came to me. 


‘This person isn’t a bad person, but
the two guys in the rebellion robes are. I have to protect this person,’ I told
myself. 


I charged up my water powers and
created Water Blade over my sword. Kaido got slashed across the chest and fell
towards the ground. I ran towards Kaido, grabbed him in the air, and landed
back down. I dropped on one knee in order to catch myself from falling to the
ground. I put him down and looked up to see Romo flying down towards me. I
blocked the attack then countered with a slash to his left shoulder. He fell
out of the way, then I quickly slashed at the air and the water aura shot
towards Uban. The attack almost caught him off guard. He quickly created a rock
wall, but my water slash broke through it and hit him. He fell on his back.
Moments later, Romo flew up next to Uban. 


“Let’s retreat for now,” Romo told
him. 


Romo grabbed him and they took off
fast in the opposite direction. I let them go and checked on Kaido.


I put my hand on their head and
asked, “Are you, okay?”


Kaido slowly began to come to. I
stood up and walked towards the person still hiding their Identity.


“You’re not with the Rebellion,
right?” I asked them


“No, I’m not” they replied, still
in a female voice. 


“Then take off your cloak. Prove
that we can trust you,” I asked back. 


“…Fine,” They replied, after a
moment. 


They took the cloak off with their
shaky hands and threw it off their body behind them. It was a girl, she had
short blonde hair, and was wearing an old-style dark purple dress with a pink
top under that. I also saw she had black boots on her feet as well. She opened
her light gray eyes and looked at me. she looked about my age. She stood up
slowly, her legs and arm were shaking.


“Well?” she said, in a soft voice.


“Okay then, look I can help you.
That guy is chasing you, right?” I asked her. 


“Yes,” she replied quietly. 


“Then, keep running. I’ll get this
guy off your business,” I told her.


“Alright then,” she replied but
stared at me with a confused look.


I turned and saw shadow dweller
emerge from the ground. 


“Great, so now I have to deal with
the shadow dwellers too?” I said aloud. 


I blasted Water Blast at a few of
the Shadow Dwellers and slashed at another that jumped at me, dissipating them.
The girl ran up next to me and levitated the rest up. I finished it by shocking
them with Lightning Blast on them and they dissipated as well. I went back over
to the girl. I sheathed my sword and saw Vlayru and Kaido limping over, their
bodies banged up. Vlayru looked upset. 


“What’s the matter Vlayru?” I asked
him. 


He turned away and said, “I’m so
weak. I need more training.”  


“No, you’re not, you just let your
anger get in the way. You need to calm down like me. You have it really easy.”
I told him. 


“Yeah…yeah your right,” He said
back after a pause 


He studied the girl and asked her,
“So what is your name?” 


“My name is Ansel. I am a witch,”
she answered.











Chapter 12 – Summon the Dragon 


 


                Spex stopped the playback.


                “I want to see what Vlayru was doing when he
disappeared,” Spex said aloud.


                He rewound the hologram and switched to Vlayru’s
perspective. Vlayru wasn’t too far away from where Tana was. He was in an
alleyway, in Ice Form. It looked like he was fighting with himself, trying to
get out of his Ice Form. His dark aura was furiously radiating off his body. He
put his hands on his head.


                “Get out of my head!” He yelled.


                “Why did he say that?” Spex questioned, then
continued, “I should turn on the inner monolog.”


                Spex waved his hand and the settings
appeared. He made some adjustments and he could now hear what was going on
inside his mind.


“Why don’t you just go back and
kill those guys that attack you and your friend’s. You know you want to,” A
voice said.


The voice sounded familiar to Spex.



                “No! That’s not me! Get out of my head!” Vlayru
yelled.


                The familiar voice then replied, “Fine then.
Soon though, you won’t be able to resist my orders.”


                Vlayru’s Ice Form melted away and the dark
aura went away.


                “That can’t be who I think it is. I might as
well continue on see what happens,” Spex said.


                Spex sighed and brought up the settings
again. He made some adjustments again. He then continued from where he left off
with Tana narrating 


We started making our way back to
the Inn. We didn’t talk to each other while walking back. I was supporting
Kaido by having his arm around my shoulder’s. He had a limp on his right leg
from a big gash. Ansel and Vlayru were walking behind us. Vlayru was looking
down. I could tell he was keeping to himself, pondering something.


                “Should we see a doctor or something?” I
asked, breaking the silence.


                Ansel then replied, “I know a doctor here in
town that makes house calls. I can call him over to treat us.”


                We got back to the Inn and up to our room. I
helped Kaido sit down on the nearest bed. Vlayru leaned up against the wall and
stared at the ceiling. I made my way to the other bed and sat down, as Ansel
used the room’s phone to make a call. After a few rings, the person on the
other end answered.


                “Hi, doctor, it's Ansel. Can you come to the
Boulder Lodge Inn?” she asks the doctor. 


After a moment she spoke, “Okay,
thank you.”


                She hung up the phone and turned to us.


She then said to us, “He is on his
way and will be here shortly.”


                “How do you know this doctor?” I ask her.


“He fixed me up a few days ago,
after losing a fight against that guy from earlier. He told me if I needed help
again to give him a call. He’s a really nice guy and just wants to help
people.” She responded back.


Kaido then asks her, “So, why don’t
you tell us about yourself, since we have some time.”


She sighed and started to explain,
“Okay well, I am a witch, as I mentioned already. My village is hidden not too
far from here in the Thera Forest. We don’t use modern technology and outsiders
aren’t welcome in the village. We use spells that are used in everyday living.
As for the powers you saw me use, they are spells. Except for the one I used to
levitate you guys. Recently, I realized that I have the power to levitate
things with my mind. I didn’t know what to do about it, so I hid it from
everyone else in the town. A few weeks ago, I came to this town to trade some
goods and I tripped over a large crack on the ground. I looked over while on
the ground and saw something shiny in the street drain. I pulled out this orb
and it got absorbed into my hand. Suddenly, I was able to create black spikes
from my hands. I must have drawn some attention after that, because not too
long after that Romo guy started hunting me. I didn’t want to return to my
village, for fear of putting everyone there in danger.”  


“Wow. So, you have been hiding
around this whole time?” I ask her after. 


“Yes. It’s been the worst for me.
I’ve been on my own before.” She answered, sighing again. 


“He’s definitely part of the
rebellion, along with that other guy. What was his name again?” Kaido asked.


“Uban,” I answered.


“So, who are you guys?” she asked
us.


                I replied, “I’m the new cast. My name is Katana,
Tana for short. These are my friends, Vlayru and Kaido.” 


“Wait, You’re the Cast?!” she asked
in amazement. 


I smirked, then explained, “Yes,
we’re on the Cast Pilgrimage right now, searching for the Master Orbs. We have
some of them that we got from the rebellion leaders that we have fought so
far.”


Kaido added, “That’s why we were
trying to fight you. We assumed you were part of the Dark Rebellion. We’re
sorry about that.” 


“Apology accepted,” Ansel answered
back, smirking. 


“Now, if you would like to, you
could join us and we can help you against this guy,” I asked her.


Kaido interjected, “Tana are you
sure about this?”


I looked at him with a serious face,
“Yes, I’m sure. Not only does she have Master Obsidian’s orb, But, she is a
master herself. Well not officially one yet. But with some training, she will
be one.”


Vlayru looked at us with a confused
look. Ansel was confused as well.


“How is she a Master?” Vlayru
asked.


I explained, “The telekinesis
powers she has are her own power. She doesn’t use a spell like with her other
attacks. She’s just like Vlaykre and Regan, who is Master Gravity and Master
Steel. They are the only ones with those powers. It’s the same with Kaido, who
is going to be Master Fog now.”


Vlayru then said, “My dad is a
master.”


Ansel thought for a moment, then
said, “Yeah, that makes sense. I was wondering about how I was able to do that
without using a spell.”


“So, what do you say?” I asked her.


She looked out the window then look
at Kaido and Vlayru. Kaido nodded his head. Vlayru stood up from his leaning
position and smirked.


He suggested, “You should join us.”


She smiled and replied, “I agree.
It would be amazing to fight alongside the new cast! I heard stories of the
other casts and I think they were great.” 


There was a knock on the door. The
doctor arrived and started treating us. He afterward.


“Let’s get some sleep guys,” I said
to everyone.


The next day, we got up and ate
some breakfast. We got our things together, checked out of our room, and took
off.  Kaido was back to were just his shoulder armor. 


“Not wearing all your armor?” I
questioned him.


Kaido replied, “Hell no, it’s not
heavy to wear all the time. I’m going to wear it when I have the time to prepare
for a fight”


I replied in agreement, “Very
true.”


We travel some ways down the road
and got outside of the town. A man walked out from behind a tree. It was Romo.
He had his arms crossed, as he made his way out into the middle of the road. We
then got into fighting stances. Ansel took a step back. She looked scared.


“I’m tired of all this running
around, kid. ‘You either hand over Master Obsidian’s orb now or die! Your
choice!” He shouted in anger, putting his right hand out.


“Not if I have anything to say
about it!” Vlayru shouted.


He leaped into the air, readied his
staff for an attack. Romo pulled duel axes and blocked Vlayru’s attack. Their
weapons locked and Vlayru landed on his feet. Their weapons were shaking, as
they were fighting to push each other back.


“Ansel, don’t be scared. We are
here to fight with you,” I told Ansel.


She looked at me then got a serious
look on her face and nodded. she took off towards the fight.


“You think you can stand up to me?”
He asked, still angry in an angry tone. 


He pushed Vlayru back into the air
a few feet, as Kaido came running under him with his sword ready to strike
Romo. 


“You’re not getting the orb. No
matter what!” Kaido said as he swung his sword, hitting Romo’s opening.


He flew backward through the air as
Vlayru and Ansel were already set up on either side of Romo. Vlayru shot Ice
Blast at him and Ansel threw Obsidian Spikes at him. He jumped up high,
avoiding both attacks. 


“No, you don’t!” I yelled.


I then used Lightning Blast,
hitting him and force him on his back. Dirt and dust kicked up around him from
the impact. After that, I started to feel the darkness take over again. I calmed
myself to avoid changing again. I stood there, not wanting to fight anymore. I
didn’t see a point if I was going to lose myself. I got scared and didn’t want
to be here anymore. Kaido ran over to me. He put one hand on my shoulder.


Panting, he said, “Tana, come on.
We need you.”


I shook my head. Vlayru came
stomping over.


“What is wrong with you?!” Vlayru
yelled, angrily.


“Hey, let me handle this,” Kaido
told him, gesturing with his hand to get him to back off.


Vlayru’s anger rose and replied,
“We don’t have time for this, Tana. If you aren’t going to help, then just go
back home.”  


 The dust settled and Romo was
still standing. He looked ragged and bloody while panting hard. Kaido and Kaido
prepared for an attack from him. Romo lunged quickly at Ansel, punching her in
the gut. The force of the punch made fly back and land on her side. 


“Ansel!” Vlayru yelled, putting his
hand towards her. 


He then jumped at Romo and
continuously slashes his sword, only for Romo to block all his attacks. 


“Whatever it is that's preventing
you from fighting, you need to get over it,” Kaido told me.


He ran towards Romo to fight. I ran
over to Ansel. She started to get up slowly and helped by pulling her up by the
arm. Without saying a word, she nodded to ran over to assist in the fight. 


I said to myself in my head, ‘What
is wrong with me?’


I thought about it more and it was
the shadow within me. It scared me. Even worse, It has been getting harder to
hold it back. Romo knocked back the group to the ground. My anger was rising
again, but I fought to keep it under control. Romo took down Vlayru, then
Ansel, and then sprinted towards me. I raised up my sword and blocked the
incoming attack. The force of his attack knocked me back to the ground. Romo
walked towards me and readied another attack. 


‘I have to do something,’ I thought
to myself.


He slashed both axes and I quickly
blocked the attack with my sword and then countered with a quickly charged
Lightning Blade. He dropped to one knee in pain. He put one of his hands on his
side where he was injured, while still holding his axe. He slowly Got back up
after a moment. I stood up and got into a battle-ready stance.


Romo then said, “I need time
recover a little. It’s time to use my ace up my sleeve.”


He took out a piece of paper. I
look closer and saw that it had a symbol on it. He put it on the ground and cut
his hand deep and the blood fell onto the paper. A red light started to shine brightly.
Out of this light, a giant figure formed into a dark hide dragon and was
wearing armor. It had to be at least 2 or 3 stories tall.


Romo smirked while holding his hand
in pain, “Go, Valstrath!”


The giant dragon roared load,
causing the ground to shake. 


“How was he able to summon him? You
need a Sacrifice to summon him,” Spex said, angry and confused.


The dragon flapped his wings hard
and knocked us all to the ground. My sword flew from my hand and landed nearby.
Everyone else got up into a ready stance facing the dragon, except for me. I
just laid there, helpless and melancholy. 


Vlayru said to the group, “Let’s
go!”


Vlayru led the other two running up
to the dragon. Kaido stopped to turn and look at me. He sighed and ran back to
me. Vlayru and Ansel began to fight Valstrath.


Kaido grabbed my shoulders and
said, “Knock it off Tana, let’s go!”


“I didn’t see a point,” I replied,
softly.


I thought, ‘How could we fight a
giant dragon? We were the size of its foot in comparison.’ 


Kaido looked at me for a moment,
and he got a mad look on his face.


“Fine, be that way. You should go
and be miserable somewhere else. Us real heroes will take on the threat that
you should be facing. Psh, pathetic,” Kaido disapprovingly said to me


He started making his way to the
dragon.


I yelled out of anger, “I’m scared,
alright!”


Kaido stopped and looked at me. I
could feel tears were rolling down my face.


I sat up, and stared at the ground
to hide my tearful face and continued, “I’m scared I’ll lose control and hurt
you guys. Fighting seems to make it worse.”


Kaido looked serious and replied, “Then
you have to show that shadow dweller that it’s your body and you are in
control. You have to do it for the greater good. That is what it means to be a
hero. Self-sacrifice.”


I looked at Kaido, sniffled, and
asked him, “What if I hurt you, though?”


Kaido sighed and smirk, “We’ll
cross that bridge when we get there. Now come on. We need the cast.”


He reached out with his hand. I looked
at his hand for a moment. I smiled and grabbed his hand, as he helped me stand
up. I picked up my sword, then heard the dragon roar. It was very loud. Vlayru
was holding onto one of the dragon’s legs and started to freeze it. Kaido and I
nodded at each out and leaped into the air. Kaido disappeared into his Fog Form
and I readied Lightning Blade. Kaido blinded the dragon’s sight, while I
slashed its forehead. I put my right foot between its eyes, but the dragon
shook its head violently. it forced me to lose my foot and fall towards the
ground. I did a backflip and landed in a crouching position. Vlayru got knocked
backward by the dragon’s leg and hit the ground hard. Kaido appeared near me.


“Vlayru, are you okay?” I asked,
yelling for him to hear me.


Ansel, who just got back up, ran
over to him. He sat up and looked at the dragon with an angry look.


“Worry about yourself!” Vlayru
replied.


Ansel pointed at the dragon and
yelled, “Watch out!”


Kaido and I turned our heads and
saw the dragon building up a fireball in its mouth. The dragon then released
it, creating a large blast of fire. Without thinking about it, I created Water
Shield around Kaido and I. glancing behind me, I saw Vlayru and Ansel were
surrounded by ice, but the ice was melting fast. Vlayru was fighting to keep it
going, but I wasn’t.


I thought for a moment, ‘Why am I
not having a hard time with my shield?’


It suddenly hit me. The fire blast
stopped. I stood up and started charging up a ball of water. The dragon readied
his claws and was about to swing it at us. Kaido ran across in front of me and
blocked the attack with his sword and held back Valstrath’s foot.


“Obsidian Spikes!” Ansel yelled.


Vlayru yelled right after, “Ice
Shards!”


They both projected ice and obsidian
spikes towards the dragon head, hurting it. Valstrath let up and Kaido pushed
the dragon’s foot back, slicing the foot as well. The ball of water energy I
was creating got bigger and I had to hold it over my head. I floated up high
into the air. Even Vlastrath had to look up to see me. 


“Water Bomb!” I yelled.


I threw the ball, as it hurdled
towards the Vlastrath, hitting knocking him back with a roar. The dragon
started to dissipate into red mist. I landed and everyone regrouped by me.


“Good job, Tana,” Spex said in a
calmer voice, continuing to watch.


I looked at Vlayru, who looked
angry and was staring at Romo. It looked like Romo was displeased as well. It
also looked like he wasn’t done healing yet. He still had his hand on his side.
Vlayru started to walk towards Romo but was smacked on the side of the hard by
a large rock. Vlayru fell to the ground hard.


“Vlayru!” I yelled.


I turned in the direction of where
it came from. I saw Uban, who was readying another boulder attack. He launched
it at me and caught me off guard, hitting me in the face. I fell back, as Kaido
jumped behind me. He caught me in his arms then we hit the ground. He didn’t
let go, as he embraced the pain of sliding across the ground. We shortly came
to a halt. After that, I blacked out. 











Chapter 13 – A Guardian Angel


 


I opened my eyes slowly, to find
Kaido and Vlayru passed out on the ground. Romo was holding Ansel up in the air
by the neck and Uban had his arms crossed, looked disinterested. My anger was
boiling and I tried to get up to my feet, but couldn’t. I started to feel the
shadow trying to take over.


“Finally, after chasing you for
over a month, I finally get to kill you. After that I’ll take Master Obsidian
and become a leader of the Dark Rebellion,” He said to her. 


He was about to kill her with one
of his axes. I started to lose myself to the shadow again. 


“Calm yourself, Katana,” A voice
said.


I felt a soothing feeling wrap
around my body and the anger within me subsided. Romo was then was hit hard by
severally boulders and dropped Ansel. Ansel moaned in pain. I looked at Uban,
who was looking up with a confused look on his face. Romo pushed the boulders
off him and immediately looked at Uban.


“What was that for, Uban?!” He
yelled at Uban in an angry tone.


Uban continued to look up and
replied, “It wasn’t me that did that. Look up there.” 


He looked up in the same direction
that Uban was looking in. I looked too and saw a man in the air. He had wings
that were flapping graciously and he was wearing what looked like a white
uniform. 


“Looks like it’s up to me save the
day, even though it’s supposed to be my day off,” He said with a smirk. 


“Angels exist? Who are you?” Romo
said, in a confused and shocked voice, getting up quickly. 


Uban then had a look of realization
on his face and said, “Wait, aren’t you...?”


The angel chuckled and replied,
“I’m the Commander of Angel Army, Ryder. I guess it’s time to repay an old debt
to an old friend.”


“Ryder, huh?”  Spex said, smirking,
“You’re in good hands now, Tana.”


Romo started getting angry. He took
up his axes and lunged into the air towards Ryder. Wielded a two-handed axe
that was on his back and hit Romo’s axes away and countered with a slash at
Romo’s chest sending him flying back to the ground hard.  Ryder then pulled up
part of the ground, creating a wall to block an incoming attack from Uban. 


Ryder threw a boulder over the wall
towards Uban, who counter with his own boulder. Ryder broke through his wall
with his axe in one hand and threw another boulder with his other hand. He put
his axe on his back again and threw more boulders with both hands which were
countered by Uban’s boulders. Ryder then threw one more boulder as he landed to
the ground. The boulder was countered again with another boulder of Uban, but
Uban was hit in the back by a piece of ground that thrust up at him. It launched
him into the air. It was created by Ryder, who had his hand on the ground.
While still in the air, Ryder switched hands and spiked more rock up hitting
Uban again. Uban fell to the ground and couldn’t move. Ryder studied him for a
moment, then stood up and looked at me. I started to slowly get up.


“Katana, come over here and take
Master Rock’s orb from this guy. He’s done fighting,” He told me.


I was surprised that it was over so
quickly.


“Uh, yeah sure. Coming,” I
responded and ran over.


My body was sore all over, so
running was a little difficult. I stopped by Uban. He looked at Ryder and began
to speak.


He fought to speak, “Ryder, I need
to ask you something.”


Ryder twisted his lip, then
replied, “What is it?”


Uban coughed, then asked, “I looked
up to until you disappeared. Did you really betray your friends?”


Ryder sighed, then answered, “No,
it was another friend of ours, but it wasn’t his fault. I took the blame and
sacrificed myself.”


“Seriously?” Uban asked.


Ryder nodded. He nodded back and I
put my hand on his shoulder and absorbed Master Rock’s orb.


I then asked, “So, you really are Ryder,
huh?” 


“Yes, that’s me, Katana. How’s your
mother, Hana, doing?” he asked me. 


“Good. She’s in the Central Union right
now, with the other adults.” I explained. 


“I know. Your mother came to see me
after they arrived there,” he answered. 


Ansel and Kaido limbed over to us.
Ryder smirked.


“So, Katana, is this your party?”
He questioned me.


“Yes, it is. This is Ansel and
Kaido,” I replied.


Kaido responded, “Hey there.”


“I’m Ansel. Nice to meet you,”
Ansel greeted.


I thought up a question and asked,
“So, you fought alongside with the ‘Good Cast’, right?” 


“Yes, I did. I met him a long time
ago in the Central Union when were both were becoming lieutenants. It was me,
him, Vlaykre, Ryuu, Regan, and your mother Hana.” Ryder responded.


I replied, “That’s what Regan told
me too.” 


 “Yes, those were the days. Well,
I’m going to go and enjoy my break, while I can anyway. I’ll be back later,” He
said walking out the door. 


“Hey Ryder, quick question, what
were the Casts’ names?” I asked him curiously.


“Obris, Master Nether as he called
himself, and Sabre,” He answered, then walked away. 


‘I wonder which one is which?’ I wondered
to myself, as I black out again from exhaustion.  


I opened my eyes slowly, sat up,
and looked over to find Kaido sitting up in a bed next to mine. He was looking
out of a window.  I looked around and we were in a hospital room. I looked down
at my body and saw myself a bandaged up in areas where I was hurting.


He looked over at me as I looked at
him. He was bandaged up too.


“Oh, you’re awake,” He said to me.


“Yeah. Where are we?” I asked back.


Kaido explained, “In a nearby
hospital in the Roc Domain somewhere. Ryder and two angels helped with getting
us here.” 


I looked to my right and saw Ansel
sleeping in the bed on that side of me.


Kaido then went on, “Meeting Ryder,
got me thinking. Ansel and I are the only ones that aren’t in that little
family circle that you and Vlayru are in. It’s kind of like we’re just
following you around and helping.” He said.  


He really has changed from that
that “lone-wolf” kind of guy that Vlayru and I had met back in that inn. I
mean, yeah, he has the tough guy attitude, but in a different way.


“No, you’re more than just a friend
along for a ride. You’re a best friend to Vlayru and I. Like family,” I told
him. 


I looked over on the other side of
Ansel and saw that Vlayru was still asleep. He looked sweaty like he was having
a bad dream.


I asked Kaido, “Where was he
earlier?”


Kaido explained, “We found him out
some ways from us. passed out on the ground after you collapsed. He was really
out of it.”


I continued to watch him with a
slight frown, “I’m worried about him. I feel like something is wrong with him.”


“Don’t worry. I’m sure he’ll be fine,”
he said, softly to me.  


We both were staring back at each
other. I started to feel something for him, for some reason. I don’t know what
it was or why it was happening.


Spex then said, smirking, “I do.” 


“You guys get a room!” Ansel yelled
getting up. 


“Ansel!” I yelled back. 


Kaido looked back at the window. I
looked down at the bed I was in, hiding my blushing face in my hair. 


“What is with all the yelling!? I’m
trying to sleep!” Vlayru yelled at both at us. 


“Good plan!” Kaido agreed.


“I agree with Vlayru, you should
all get some sleep,” Someone said from the doorway.


We turned saw the doctor who
treated our wounds us the other night. He walked in and checked his clipboard.


“I forgot that you work here, doctor,”
Ansel said.


The doctor continued to look over
at his clipboard and replied, “Oh, yes. I sometimes help out here since this
hospital isn’t too far away from my clinic.”


“When will we be out of here doc?” Vlayru
asked.


He examined us, then answered, “You
guys have great recovery time. With how injured you guys were, you should be in
the here for a few days. Good news though, I should have you guys discharged by
tomorrow.”


A nurse leaned into the doorway,
“Doctor, we have another victim with vines wrapped around them.”


The doctor replied, “Another one?
I’ll be right there.”


He started walking fast, towards
the exit of the room, as the nurse continued down the hallway.


The doctor said as he exited, “You
guys rest up.”


We looked at each other. With curious
faces.


“Vines wrapped around people?” I
thought out loud.


Ansel added, “From what it sounds
like, it’s injuring people. Possibly really bad too.”


“Can you guys please get some sleep,
like the doctor suggested?” Vlayru said in serious tone.


We all went back to sleep. The next
day, Ryder came in the room and woke us up. We got ready and exited the
hospital Just then, Vlaykre showed up appearing out of nowhere.  


“Hey Vlaykre, long time no see,”
Ryder said. 


“Hey, how’s it going, Ryder?” Vlaykre
replied.


They shook hands with a tight grasp
of their hands. They then let go and Vlaykre continued.


“Hey Tana, we found some who will
train you in controlling your Shadow Form. I’m here to take you back to the
Central Union.” He said. 


“Who are you?!” Ansel said, in a
surprised tone. 


“My name is Vlaykre, and you are?”
he answered back.


“Her name is Ansel,” Vlayru answered.



Ryder started to walk backward
slowly and said, “Well that is my cue to leave. Besides, I should hurry back
the army. I’ll see you guys later.” 


He waved goodbye, spread his wings out,
and flew up into the sky. 


“So, you said someone could train
me?” I asked Vlaykre. 


Vlaykre replied, “Yes, it’s someone
who is just like you. Someone, who has mastered the same powers you have.”


“I think I know who he is talking
about. At least I hope, anyways. I don’t know if I can handle any more changes
to the timeline.” Spex said.


He sighed while rubbing his eyes,
then continued to watch.









Chapter 14 – A Light in the Darkness


                


We were transported back to the
Central Union, at the same hotel from the last time we were here. There stood
the adults and this bald man, wearing all white and had wings coming out of his
back and was wearing sunglasses. He looked like an angel.


“Hey guys!” my mother said,
greeting us. 


Her face changed, as she was
looking at Ansel was a curious face.


she then asked us, “Who is this?” 


“This is Ansel. She’s a witch that
we met, recently,” I answered her. 


My mother then smirked and replied,
“Oh, wow. I’ve heard about a town of witches and warlocks, but I never got
around to look into it.”  


“Who is that?” Kaido asked,
pointing at the man  


Vlaykre spoke, “Tana, this Obris he
is from the Heaven Realm. He is also-” 


“…One the Casts,” I finished for
him. The adults looked at me. 


“How do you know that?” Ryuu asked.



I explained, “Ryder told me. I
asked him after our last fight.” 


“Really? Well, I guess you would’ve
found out sooner or later,” my mother said. 


Obris crossed his arms and added,
“I also helped with getting you to that hospital you were just in. I was on my
way to see you, but you had just finished that major fight. So, I figured, I
would let you rest first. Good job taking down Valstrath.”


“So, you must be…the ‘Good Cast’ or
maybe the ‘Undecided cast’?” I asked Obris.  


“Wait, what?” Obris asked 


“He is the ‘Undecided Cast’,” my
mother answered, then chuckled. 


“Really? I was hoping to see the
‘Good Cast’. Still, it’s an honor to meet you, though,” I said, smiling. 


                My mother then walked closer to me.


                She then said, “Tana, Obris is going to
teach you to control your shadow powers.”


“So, you’re the one who is going to
train me?” I asked Obris.


He nodded, “Yes, we are going to
the Heaven Realm. The Creator has created a time room where time moves as fast
as Abeyance. So, you won’t be gone for too long,” He explained. 


                “What about us?” Vlayru said.


“While she is away, the rest of you
will train more,” My Mother answered. 


“I will take Kaido. Did you want to
come with us, Ansel?” Vlaykre said. 


She answered back, “That would be
great. I definitely need training in fighting. I’ve been solely relying on
using my powers to defend myself.”


“I agree with that,” Kaido
responded to Ansel.


I then asked the adults, “Before we
go, what else has the rebellion been doing, other than attacking us?”


“Well, they recently recruited more
soldiers from the Thunderlands military and stole weapons from their base.
There were some causalities too. Regan and I went to help with clean up after
the fact. We didn’t know the raid happened until after the fact,” Ryuu
answered.


“Damn them,” I responded.


Kaido started to look around.


“By the way, where is Regan?” Kaido
asked.


Kaido and I after I realized he
wasn’t there.


“He went off with to Roc Domain
with Ayla to investigate the people who are being killed by vines. I dropped
them off there right before I grabbed you guys,” Vlaykre answered.


Ryuu smirked and put a hand on Vlayru’s
shoulder.


“Son, did you want to train with me
now?” Ryuu asked Vlayru.


Vlayru knocked Ryuu’s hand off his
shoulder and turned to him with a look of anger on his face. Ryuu’s face
changed to a concerning look.


Vlayru yelled in his face, “I don’t
want to learn light powers, damn it!”


He started making his way to the
door.


“Vlayru!” I yelled towards him.


Vlayru halted for a moment. He
turned to look at me. He looked angry, almost menacing.


“Tana, you don’t even know how I
feel. What it’s like to have parents who don’t even listen to you and somehow
know how you feel.  Then, just assume what is best for you!” Vlayru argued.


He got a huge smile on his face and
looked crazy. Ryuu looked confused, angry, and upset all at once. He leaned
towards Ryuu and said.


“Still so weak,” He said in a dark
tone.


Vlayru held his head, groaning in
pain. He ran out of the room and down the hall. I tried to run after him. Ryuu,
who was turned towards the door, put his hand up to stop me. I came to a quick
stop.


Without looking at me, he said, “Leave
him be.”


I looked at Ryuu and saw a tear
roll down his cheek. I looked down and sigh. I turned to look at Ansel and she
looked upset. The adults looked like they saw a ghost or something.


My mother then spoke, “Was it just
me or did he just talk like-”


Obris then interrupted, “-He is
going have to figure it out on his own. I’m sorry for being blunt, but we need
to Tana focus on her training.”


Vlaykre responded, “He’s right. We
all have something to focus on.”


“Are you ready Tana?” Obris asked
me. 


“Yes, I am,” I replied.


My mother walked up to me and gave
me hugged. 


“Bye, Mother,” I said to her,
looked at the others and continued, “I’ll be back.” 


I walked up next to Obris and
climbed on his back. We then flew out of the window and up into the sky. The
wind was blowing hard at my face as we flew fast. As we approached the clouds,
they moved around us forming a sort-of tunnel that spun around. We got through
the end of the cloud tunnel and we ended up in a place on top of the cloud. It
looked beautiful because the ground was all clouds and had blue clear Skies. I
looked around, as we flew over spirits roaming around. There were houses made
of clouds and spirits coming in and out of it. We then landed in front of a big
dome building.  


“This is It. let’s go inside and
I’ll explain the Shadow Form more,” Obris said and we entered the building.


The room was actually a desert
plain with clear blue skies. No trees, plants, mountains, nothing, just rough
ground with some sand.  


“Wow. This is amazing.” I said in
awe. 


Obris walked forward a few steps


With a smirk, he said, “This
perfect for Shadow Form training.”


“Why?” I asked him. 


“In case you lose control you would
be trapped here. I’m the only one who knows where the door is. Don’t you worry
though because I have mastered my Shadow Form. Being an angel also makes it to
where the Shadow can never try to take me over. basically, if you lose control,
I can take you down.” he explained. 


“The door is behind us though,” I
countered, as I turned.


There was no door. The door seemed to
have disappeared. It was just more desert. It made me worry a little bit. I
then started to wonder about how he is a cast.


“So, if you are a cast, how are you
an angel? Shouldn’t you be trying to keep the world balanced?” I asked him. 


“Yes but that’s not why I was
created. I’m supposed to be the right-hand man of the Creator and a leader of
the Angel Army when he needed it. Which why I’m a captain and 2nd in
command under Ryder. Plus, we are still human, just with extra DNA,” He
explained. 


“So, you led the angels in the last
war?” I asked him.


 “No. I led the demons. I also had
some help from a man named Yazerix. The whole war was because of me though.
After that, I became a fallen angel, seeking revenge. I was so mad at the
Creator for admitting to putting me on a path of anger, depression, and revenge
when I was created. It was all just to do what was expected of me. The Creator
knew my older brother was going to die in the invasion war. That I caused pain
for my younger brother Radikus for not being there for him when he needed me.”
Obris explained. 


 “Wait, Radikus is your brother?!”
I said shocked and with wide eyes.


Obris nodded, “Yes. I know you
killed him and I’m not mad at you. Radikus knew what he was doing. I tried to stop
him, but he had just found Master lightning’s orb at the time and didn’t want
to listen to me. I can’t blame him after I mistreated him so bad.”


“Well, I’m still sorry. How you
became an angel, though?” I asked. 


Obris smirked, and replied, “Well I
fought Sabre and lost to him, as the creator hoped. the war ended with the
death the creator by me. The creator was resurrected, thanks to Sabre. I
realized my error and the Creator forgave me and gave me my angel form again.”


“Wow. The Creator really is really
forgiving. Another question, who is Yazrix?” I wondered.


“He’s Vlaykre’s older brother, who
was Master Physic. He was killed and put in Vlaykre’s family burial cave.
That’s until he escaped. He now resides locked inside Vlaykre’s mind, but at
the time he took control of Vlaykre’s body and fought against Sabre and his
friends.” Obris answered.


I looked down puzzled and said,
“Wait, but Ansel has that power now.”


“Really? That is interesting. He
never had offspring. I’ve also never heard of an elemental power re-emerging in
another, though it’s not out of the ballpark. Vlaykre, Ryuu, and Regan were the
first to have their powers with no family member prior having the power.
Normally the dominant gene of the parents is passed along, containing the
element power. For example, you got water abilities because of your father. The
Creator must have something in mind if he was to continue to have Physic powers
exist in the world.”  


“That makes sense. So, you’re the
‘Undecided Cast’ which definitely makes Sabre the ‘Good Cast’,” I asked him. 


“Yes, but enough of all the
questions. Shall we start the training?” Obris asked back. 


I answered back, “Oh, yes. Let’s do
this.” 


“Ok, we let’s begin. First, an
explanation. You know what gives you your Shadow Form power, right?” he asked. 


“Yes, it’s the shadow that is lock
inside you,” I answered. 


“Yes. Only Casts can accomplish
this. Each Shadow Dweller has a different personality to them, or theme let’s
say.” he explained, then asked. 


“Yes, mine is a Chupacabra, I believe,”
I answered him 


“Interesting. Well, now that you
understand that and let’s move on to the next thing. The shadow will try to
take over when you start to have negative feelings, especially strong ones like
rage because it feeds on these emotions and you could end up destroying things
you most cherish. You have to control your emotions, and when you do you will
control of the shadow. I am going to get you extremely angry and set you over
the edge. It’s your job to control yourself, got it?” he explained and asked. 


I nodded and answered back, “Yes.” 


“Ok then, get ready,” He said and transformed
into his own Shadow Form. 


I couldn’t tell because his clothes
did not change but he had his mask on. I wondered if it’s because he is an
angel or because he has mastered his Shadow Form.


Spex paused the playback. He
thought for a moment about everything so far and compared it to his own
memories though his memories were kind of fuzzy. He was puzzled.


“I’m having a hard time remembering
the differences. I wonder how Regan and Ayla are doing,” Spex said out loud.


Spex pulled up the playback of Regan
and Ayla. They were in a hallway inside a building. They were making their way
down the hall slowly and examining the plant vines that were all over the
walls, ceiling, and floors.


                “This didn’t happen before. I have a bad
feeling about this.” Spex said.









Chapter 15 - Plants


                


Spex appeared out of his aura once
again. He looked up and saw that the sun was shining and the sky was clear. He
turned around saw the building that Ayla and Regan were in. it looked like a
research building. There were multiple floors and there were vines everywhere,
coming out of different broken windows.


He looked around and saw a broken
window that he could climb through. Spex quickly made his way over to the
window and snuck in through it. He saw an open door on the opposite side that
was open. Looking around, he saw lab equipment.


Spex whispered, “That confirms it
then.”  


He snuck his way quickly through
the open door and into the hallway. He took a few steps. There was a noise that
Spex heard coming from above him, and it made him halt.


“They must be above me,” Spex said
quietly to himself.


He felt something behind him and
there was a plant creature that was one of the vines and had a mouth that was
slowly opening. It snarled, as it got ready to lunge at him. It had sharp teeth
and there was what looked like saliva drooling off it. It lunged quickly at
Spex and he quickly did a backflip to avoid the vine’s hard bite. Spex landed
in a crouched position. He reached into his robes and pulled out a handle. A
long piece of metal folded out and created laser edge on one side. It was
glowed purple. He lunged towards the vine and the vine lunged towards Spex, and
Spex twisted in the air and sliced the vine in half. Spex landed in a crouched
position again. the vine flopped around in pain then stopped dead.


He got up, continued his way down
the hallway, and up the stairs he found. He got up to the third floor and heard
the noise again. It came from the same floor he was on. He ran towards where he
heard where the noise. It became clearer and it turned out to be the noise of
people fighting. He heard it from one of the rooms nearby. He stopped before
the door opening and peeped around the corner.


Regan and Ayla just finished
cutting down the vines. They both looked beat up and tired. There was a girl
standing on the other side where the vines were coming from.


“Master Plant,” Spex said under his
breath.


She had medium length blonde hair
with the sides shaved, black and green clothes, and woman slip-on shoes. She
smirked and gave a slight chuckle.


“Have you given up, yet?” the lady
said, smiling big.


Regan raised his sword up in a
ready position.


Ayla followed and said, “Not until
you’ve given up first.” 


A plant with a closed flower
slithered like a snake and the plant stopped close to the woman and the flower opened
up revealing a pearl.


“I don’t know about that,” The
woman replied in a sweet voice and innocent voice, “I like my new jewel. Giving
up would mean I would lose it, and I don’t want that.”


Regan then asked, “What kind of
plan was stealing the jewel from the queen of the Roc Domain? All it did was
draw attention to yourself.”


She continued to smirk and
explained, “I would have successfully blamed it on Emperor Rumus of the Dark Empire if
you didn’t get in my way that is.” 


Ayla got flustered and asked, “We
stopped you from carrying out your plans. So, you decided to kill people?!”


The woman answered, “You forced my
hand, so I had to kill everyone here, to protect my prize.”


The woman gave another chuckle and Regan
ran towards her, readying his sword to swing at the woman. Several vines came
whipping towards him and he was able to cut them in two. Suddenly, a giant
flower with teeth smashed through the floor and closed around Regan quickly,
trapping him.


“Regan!” Ayla yelled.


Ayla ran fast towards the woman.
More vines came from behind and wrapped around her ankles. Ayla put her hand up
and waved it across herself. A large gust of wind blew towards the woman
knocking her back, along with vines around her. She hit the wall behind her
hard then fell to the ground. Spex then got a wide- eyed look on his face.


Spex whispered, “That’s…new.”


The vines that were wrapped around
Ayla’s ankles released. Metal spikes shot out of the giant flower. The flower
then opened back up and Regan fell to his knees, panting. He was covered in
slimy, runny looking saliva.


Ayla was panting and asked, “Regan,
you okay?”


Regan took a deep breath, “Yeah,
I’m good. Let’s get the jewel.”


He got up and they both slowly made
their over to the woman. Regan tried to get someone of saliva. The woman looked
like she was having a hard time trying to get up. Spex wondered if she injured
a part of her body or broke a bone. Regan held up a sword that he created out
of metal from his hand to her face.


Regan spoke, “Where is the jewel?
Hand it over, now.”


The woman sighed, “Fine, here.”


More vines shot at them and impaled
through their bodies. They yelled in pain.


“Damn it. No!” Spex yelled. 


He stood up to run towards them to
help, but suddenly a massive pain shot up to his head. He fell over with his
hands on his head and blacked out. 


He looked around and he was
outside. It was night time and there was snow on the ground. There was also
old, abandoned buildings around him. He heard a sound of commotion going on
nearby.  Spex made his way to where he heard the noise. 


He saw Sabre running. He looked
pretty young. He was wearing sunglasses, heavy flex armor, armored pants,
boots, and his signature beanie and side cape that went down to about his
knees. He stopped, looked around then ran into one of the buildings nearby.
Suddenly Sabre was fighting someone that looked familiar to Spex, but he
couldn’t remember his name. the man was grotesque looking. he was wielding a
giant sword and was shooting Ice Blasts at Sabre, who was deflecting them back.
Sabre was knocked back hard by one of the blasts and then was stabbed by the
man.


“Sabre!” Spex said aloud. 


“Spex, are you okay?” said an
unknown voice.


Spex opened his eyes and was laying
on the floor back in the hallway of the building where he collapsed. He felt
groggy, but looked over and saw a man kneeled over him, with a worried look
Spex got up cautiously.


“It’s me, Spex. It’s Icarus.
Remember me? Master Sand?” He said.


Spex searched his memory and
started to remember.


“Oh, yeah. Icarus, what are you
doing here? You’re not supposed to show up yet,” Spex asked him.


He replied, “You don’t remember
sending me back in time to help Sabre?”


Spex tried to remember for a few
moments.


“No, I really don’t, sorry,” Spex said.


Icarus sighed, “Well, we’ll talk
later about it. Looks like we have other issues going on.”


Spex nodded as Icarus helped him
up. They walked into the room and looked around and didn’t see the woman with
Plant’s power, but found Regan and Ayla hoisted up against the wall.


Spex said in shock, “Guys!”


They quickly made their way over to
them closer and saw vines infused to their bodies. He examined their bodies,
checked their motionless eyes, and then came to a conclusion.


“I can’t take these vines off, or
else they will die. These vines are keeping them alive but they are in an
unconscious state. Damn her,” Spex explained.


“Damn it,” Icarus grunted, “Okay
then, I’ll stay with them. You figure out how to save them.”


‘Killing that woman must be the
only way to save them,’ Spex thought.


Spex turned to looked in the
opposite direction and punched the nearby support beam.


“This is all my fault,” Spex said,
“I can’t go back and prevent this because I was here. Seeing myself would cause
a paradox if I did, and would break the timeline. I just wish I could use that
power that I used around the time I first started using my powers. But it’s
forbidden.”


Icarus put his hand on Spex’s
shoulder and said, “Don’t blame yourself. You can’t control everything, Spex.”


Spex took a breath. Tana then
popped into his head and a light bulb turned on in his head. 


He replied, “You’re right. I think
I already figured out how we can help them. I’ll talk to you later, Icarus.
Thank you for watching them,” Spex said to him.


Icarus nodded and Spex disappeared
into his aura and back to his house.


 “Tana is the one that will save
them. I must see what she is doing,” He said to himself. 


He quickly made his way over to the
terminal and continue where he left off from earlier.


I made a lot of progress with my
training, but the shadow was powerful. I can hold it back now, but I’m not sure
if I can do it a hundred percent of the time. When I go into my Shadow Form,
it’s a controlled form. The only change is just the skull helmet and my sword.
it would still transform to a black sword, which is called a Shadow Sword.
That’s what Obris called it. Other casts get Shadow Swords too, and each sword
has a different shape to them. 


My sword skills improved too. It
was never night time in the room, so I couldn’t really tell how long I have
been in here.  We’ve been only taking long breaks. When I got too tired, I
would end up sleeping on the ground, which wasn’t very comfortable. that only
happened every so often though, because I would push myself to train. We also
ate from a stash of food that in the ground covered by a door. 


                One day after getting more rest than Obris
usually gives, I woke up to Obris already up and was waiting for me to wake up.
He had his arms crossed and had a smirk on his face.


                “Why are you smirking like that?” I asked
him, as I got up slowly.


                I was so exhausted and sore. I don’t know
how I’m not dying right now. 


Obris answered back, “I think
you’re ready. There is not much left for me to teach you.” 


“Really? Then, why do I feel like I
need more time then?” I asked.


“Well, I got you mostly in control
of your shadow. I do see that there is something holding you back from getting
complete control. However, that is something that you need to figure on your
own. Not that I don’t want to help you, but it’s something only you can fix,”
He replied.


I thought about it more and then
nodded, quietly. Obris then smirk again while his way passed me and then
stopped. He reached out and turned the air like he was opening a door, which
turned out to the door that we used to get it.


Obris held his hand out to me and
said, “Hang on to me. We’re flying back to the hotel.”


I smirked and replied, “Sounds
good.”


I held on to his shoulders from the
back, and then we flew off into the air. We flew up high, then straight down
into the clouds fast.  The clouds formed a tunnel again as we passed through
them. We made it through and we were flying high above Central City.  It was a
beautiful, sunny day out and it was mostly clear skies. We got closer to the
city, leveled out, and fly straight for the hotel. As we approached, we slowed
down and landed in the open window. My mother was sitting down on her bed, on
her tablet, when we turned to see us. She was wearing her normal comfort clothes,
which was baggy sweatpants, a tank top, and slippers. She smiled as she stood
up, and made our way over to us.


My mother greeted me, "Hi,
guys. Welcome back.” 


“Hi, mother,” I replied. 


“How was your training?” she asked.


“Good. I think I finally have a
grasp on my shadow powers. How is everything going here?” I answered back and
questioned her. 


She answered, “I’m not sure. We
haven’t heard from Regan and Ayla. The others haven’t gotten back from their
training yet. Ryuu has been a mess, but he went to go search for Regan and
Ayla.” 


I started to look worried.


Spex then said, “I want to step in,
but my past-self should be making an appearance soon, so I shouldn’t have to.”


                Just then, I sensed a master power nearby. 


“I sense it too. I’ll go with you,”
My mother suggested.


“I’ll see you later. I have to get
back to The Creator,” Obris said and flew off. 


“Hold on for a minute.” My mother
asked me, in an excited tone.


My mother ran over to the bathroom.
I crossed my arms and waited even though I didn’t want. She came out a few
minutes later. She was wearing a red sleeveless top, a red frilly skirt, black
gloves, and knee high black boots. I was a little surprised. She then went to
her bed and grabbed her sword and attached around her waist.


 “Okay, let’s go,” She said and
turned to walk to the door.


I didn’t move and asked, “Uhh,
What’s with your clothes?”


“Oh, these? I picked these up,
recently. I figure I would need to fight and fighting in normal clothes isn’t
the best. These clothes have protective properties and are made for fighting
in,” she explained.


I thought for a moment then started
making my way to her side.


“Okay. Mother, I need to do this
alone,” I told her.


My mother stopped and looked
confused.


“Why?” she asked in response.


I sighed and started walking past
her, “I just do, alright. I’ll see you after.”


My mother stood there, lost as I
ran down the hall. I ran out toward the woods outside of the city. The energy I
felt was getting stronger. I started seeing the trees move. Just then, I sensed
Master Plant nearby. I made our way to a clearing. On the other side, there was
a blonde-haired woman standing there, surrounded by vines, next to a man. She
had a cut up sleeveless top with a bare midriff, jean short shorts, and has
vines around her arms and legs. The man was in rebellion robes and his hood was
down. He had mid length slick backlight-blonde hair with a loc of hair that was
in front of his face. The both turned and saw me.


“Katana,” He spoke.


She added, “Oh great, and now I
have to deal with you, Tana.” 


“You mean both of us? You're hurt,”
The man questioned.


She replied, “No lord Cignas, I’ll
be fine. You go on ahead.”


“Arrrgg,” Cignas grunted in pain.


He put his hand on his forehead.


“He wants to come out because she
is here. Go now,” The woman told him.


“Who are you?” I asked them,
angrily.


Cignas turned and disappeared into
a black aura, similar to how Vlaykre disappears. She put her hand up and said
“My name is Heldin. Part of the Dark Rebellion. You and your precious
government will pay for your cruelty!”


She pointed her hand at a nearby
tree and a branch started moving rapidly towards me. I pull out my sword and
cut it in half and jump at her. The other vines came out from either side and
grabbed me while in the air. they wrapped around me tight and I could budge
free.


“Well, that was easy,” Heldin
smirked.


 The vines were set on fire with
Fire Blast that came from the direction of the trees. I quick transformed into
fire form to avoid getting burned. I feel down on one knee and transformed out
of the fire form. I looked up to see my mother as she landed in front of me. 


She looked angry and stated, “No
one hurts my Daughter.”


Heldin then put her hand up then
pointed to her commanding another vine to attack my mother. Other vines were
commanded with Heldin’s other hand It dug into the ground. I lost track of it.
It then burst out shortly after and hit me. I did a flip, created a boulder,
and threw it at Heldin. She jumped out of the way and my Mother rush behind her
and slashed her back she went flying down and crashed into the ground causing a
dust cloud to rise up. I landed and looked at where the dust was. Just then, a
vine shot out and caught me by surprise. The vines were blocked cut in half. It
wasn’t by my doing, but my mother. she turned around to look at me.


“Don’t lose focus, Hun,” My mother
said to me.  


Just then, the woman jumped out
with another vine attack. My mother jumped up and set her sword on fire, creating
Fire Blade. She slashed the vines in two and set them on fire. The trail of
fire led straight to Heldin, setting her on fire.  She landed and looked at me
again.


“That’s how it’s done. Now go get
the power,” My mother told me.


I walked over and when I got close,
a bunch of energy exploded around Heldin. I felt her get more powerful. The
smoke cleared and there she was in Nature Form. A bunch of vines shot out of
her body. Some of them wrapped around my mother. It squeezed her hard, making
her pass out. 


“Mother!” I yelled.


Other vines wrapped around me and
tried to squeeze.  I didn’t know what to do at first, but then it came to me. I
focused and transformed into my Shadow Form and broke free with my darkness
sword. I landed in a crouched position and then sprinted over to her, slashed
at her cutting her vines and her body. Heldin went flying back but then grabbed
two trees with her vines and sling-shot back me. I quickly went to block with
my sword. As she got closer, a black fog covered around her. I looked over saw
Ansel jumping in the fog. I jumped in too knowing what was going on. Kaido’s
fog form was being used to get an advantage on the Heldin. She got scared after
we kept appearing, quickly attacking her, then disappearing back into the fog.


She then yelled, “Where are you?!”


 She started to shooting vine out
in different directions. She then stopped and stood there. Ansel and I jumped
out at the same time. Heldin quickly sent out multiple vines and grabbed us.
Kaido changed back while in the air and swung down to try and hit her from
above.


She spun around fast and quickly
grabbed Kaido before he got too close. She then threw us all in different
directions. I landed on my back hard and it hurt. I checked to see if I was
alright. I then got up on one knee with one of my hands on the ground. I heard
a yell of pain. I looked up to see Heldin being held down by my Mother, who was
in Fire Form. I didn’t hesitate, as jumped up into the air and then charged
down. I created a fireball that was surrounded by a dark aura and threw it and
at Heldin, setting her on fire. She screamed in pain as I touch her body and
absorbed the power. I know had Master Plant’s orb. I landed away from Heldin
followed by my mother we both changed back to our normal forms and looked over
to see Ansel and Kaido coming out the woods.  


Kaido replied, “Hey there. It looks
like you finally tamed that anger of yours.” 


“It seems like you guys made some
progress as well. Especially you, Ansel,” I said, after letting go of Kaido.


“Yes, I have. Thank you,” Ansel
said, with a smirk.


“Good job, guys. I hate killing
people but, she needed it,” My mother said, walking up to us.


 “Yes. Looks like we’re getting
better as a team too,” Ansel added. 


“Yeah, we really are,” Kaido
agreed. 


He had that look in his eye and I
just stared at him. I then looked down and thought about what just happened.


“Hey guys, let’s head back to hotel
room. I think Tana has something she wants to talk about,” My mother said
walking over. 


I was startled a little, and I
quickly looked at my mother. I started to wonder if she thought of how I felt,
which was that I wanted to do the rest of the journey on my own. It’s something
I realized while I was in training with Obris. If I do the rest of my journey
alone, no one can get hurt if I somehow lose control again. I then realized
something was missing.











Chapter 16 – Blind Betrayal


 


“Wait, where is Vlayru?” Spex said.


Suddenly, something hit my foot and
I couldn’t move it. I looked down and saw ice grow over one of my legs. I turn
around the best I can and there stood Vlaryu. He had his hand up towards me.
His blindfold was off and was starting with dead looking eyes. He also had ice
spikes sticking out of his back. Ice was also formed around one of his arms and
both legs. Everyone else stopped and turned.


“Vlayru, what are you doing?” I
asked him.


“He’s been awakened,” said a
familiar voice.


Crios walked out from behind a
tree. My mother took a ready position with her sword drawn out. She looked
angry.


He continued, “He came to us for
guidance. We told him what he needs to do to resolve his problems.”


“You mean you and the Dark Rebellion?”
Kaido asked.


Crios smirked and chuckled.


Ansel then ordered, “Vlayru, snap
out of it!”


He didn’t say anything. He moved
his hand and prepared an ice attack towards Kaido. Kaido ran towards Vlayru and
phased through Vlayru’s ice attack and swung his sword. Crios lunged in for a
critical blow at Kaido, but I quickly managed launched a Water Blast at him
with my free arm. Crios flew backward into the air. Vlayru grabbed Kaido’s
sword by the blade, stopping the swing, and the sword began to ice over. The
ice worked its way up Kaido’s arms and then covered his entire body. 


“Damn you, Vlayru,” Kaido grunted,
before getting completely encased in ice.


I changed into Fire Form and broke
the ice on my leg, and used fire blast. My mother teleported through a fiery
portal she created and appeared behind Vlayru. An ice spike appeared from the
ground and impaled my mother through her side. 


“No!” I yelled. 


She quickly melted the ice and fell
to the ground. I saw her then lost consciousness. I ran towards Vlayru.  He
created an ice sword and blocked my attack. I looked at his face and it looked
lifeless. There was no life in his eyes. something definitely was wrong with
him. He grabbed me and I couldn’t break free of his grip. He then tossed me
into the air and quickly launched an ice spike he created at me, impaling me
through the stomach. I felt a great pain shoot through my body, as I feel back
to the ground on my back. I started to feel myself lose consciousness, but I
fought against it. I saw Ansel walk up to Vlayru. Vlayru didn’t do anything,
surprisingly. All he did was stare back at her. She looked upset and scared, as
she made her way up to him slowly.


“Vlayru. Why are you doing this?”
Ansel quavered.


Vlayru said nothing and continued
to stare back at her. Ansel got closer, her trembling hand reaching out to him.


She continued, “Vlayru this isn’t
you. I know I just met you and I know you have been going through a lot because
of your dad, but this isn’t the way. You should know that.”


Ansel put her hand on his face. Vlayru
was still silent. 


She continued, “This isn’t the Vlayru
that I know behind this darkness.” 


Vlayru’s face changed slightly. A
twinkling of light was in his eyes, a tear ran down his face.


“I’m sorry,” He said, softly.


The twinkle disappeared and his eyes
went back to looking lifeless. A sense of fear came over me.


I quickly said, “Wait, Vlayru!”


She then met the same fate as Kaido
and became frozen completely in ice.


“I have to step in!” Spex said
jumping up.


He was about to go into his aura,
but then stopped as he felt something. He turned back to the hologram and
continued. 


I started feeling angry and lost
control of myself. I went into my Shadow Form, but it was uncontrolled. The
ground was shaking and energy was bursting off my body, causing the wind to
blow hard around me. I put my hand on my stomach and the pain subsided. I lunged
towards him, shadow sword in hand. He didn’t move an inch. 


“Vlayru!” I yelled and in anger
tone.


As I got close, I was ready to
slash my sword at him. Vlayru created an ice sword, ready to do the same to me.
It was then that Vlaykre appeared in-between the middle of us. He grabbed my
hand that was holding my sword and threw me hard to the ground. Vlaykre then
used his gravity powers to stop Vlayru’s attack. Vlayru lifted up off the
ground and then pushed him backward fast, through a tree. My Shadow Form wore
off as my anger subsided and I blacked out.


“At least that’s over,” Spex is
said, sighing in relief.


He calmed himself, sat down, and
continued watching.


I awoke, sprang up, and yelled
out,” Vlayru!”


I had a nightmare involving Vlayru.
It was the similar situation from earlier. We were fighting, clashing our
weapons. he knocked me back hard. I fell back and landed up against a support
beam sitting down. I looked up and then Vlayru stabbed me with my own sword. I
looked around the room and saw I was on a couch. I felt sore and was bandaged
up. I was in the hotel room the adults were staying in again. There was a sunset
coming from the window and without the lights on, it made the room dark orange.
No one was around, so I went back to sleep and had another weird dream. In the
dream, I was about to be killed by a figure in all black armor, wielding an
over-sized black sword. Sabre appeared in front of me and saved me from what
seemed to be certain death. The next morning, I awoke in a different room and
Ansel was lying next to me and Kaido was lying in the next bed over. Ansel
opened her eyes and looked at me.


“Good morning,” I said to her with
a smirk.


She smiled back, “Morning. How are
you feeling?”


“A little sore, but that’s it,
surprisingly,” I replied, putting my hand on my stomach.


Ansel closed her eyes and said,
“That’s good. I, on the other hand, are still a little numb. I never want to be
covered in ice again. Kaido probably feels the same, too.”


I looked at Kaido and was asleep.
He looked relaxed, which I thought I was kind of cute. I looked back at Ansel
and she started to look upset.


“It’s Vlayru, isn’t it?” I asked
her.


She nodded her head and said, “It’s
that obvious, huh?”


“Yeah. You just need to give him
some time. It’s between him and his family. There’s not a whole lot that we can
do,” I reassured her.


She rolled over on her side, facing
away from me.


“I guess so,” She responded.


I turned to look out the window and
started to wonder why Vlayru would turn his back on us. All his actions led to his
betrayal. I should of have seen this coming. It wasn’t his fault, though. It
was Crios’s fault. I then started to remember my mother.


“Oh no, Mother!” I said, jumping up
in a hurry.


I ran out of the room and saw that
we were across the hall this time, rather than the next room over. I opened the
door and saw the adults sitting around. They looked up at me and I saw my
mother smile.


She said, “Good to see you are up
and walking around so soon.”


I walked in and got a better look
at my mother. She was lying in bed and was bandaged up.


“Are you okay?” I asked in a
worried tone.


I quickly made my way to her side,
putting my hand on her shoulder. I heard someone walk in the door. I turned my
head to see Kaido and Ansel standing in the doorway.


“Yes, I’m fine, sweetie. Not the
first time I’ve been stabbed,” She reassured me.


“I think we’ve all been stabbed
more times than we can keep track of,” Ryuu said, jokingly with a smirk.


Regan responded, “You’re not wrong.
By the way, Tana, thank you. If you didn’t kill Heldin, Ayla and I would have
been goners.”


“Yes, thank you, Tana. She had
these vines connected to our bodies that were keeping us alive, but if they
were removed by force, they would have killed us. Killing Heldin released us
though. Again, thank you,” Ayla added.


I nodded my head and replied, “Oh,
you’re welcome. Happy to help.”


My attention turned back to my
mother, as I looked down at her bandage. I was still worried about her. Obris
flew in from the window right after that.


He looked around and said, “We have
a situation.” 


“What is it?” my mother asked. 


“It’s Sabre,” Obris said. 


Mother looked shocked, “Wait,
what?”


                “I can’t talk about it here. Meet me in the
Heaven Realm,” He told us and 


He turned and flew off through the
window, into the sky.


“Come on we’re going the tower,” Vlaykre
told everyone.


He pulled everyone toward him and
transported everyone into Abeyance.


Vlaykre walked forward and ordered,
“This way.”


We all followed him through the
drab landscape. Vlaykre opened a portal and walked through it. We followed him
through it. The dark purple aura cleared up and I looked around to see where we
were. We were in Central City still, but this time standing at the base of the
tower in the center of the city.  The tower was large and had a staircase going
up around the outside of it.  There was a man standing there. He had a hooded
cape, sleeveless robes, and knee high boots.


He spoke, “Hello everyone.”


“Hi, Icarus!” Hana greeted back.


I was confused, “Who is this?”


Ryuu answered, “This is Icarus. He
is from…. a place far away. He helped us during all the wars.”


“He is also Master Sand,” Vlaykre
added.


I looked at him in, trying to not
look as surprised as I was. I shook his hand.


“It’s great to finally meet you, Katana,”
Icarus said to me.


I smiled and replied, “Same with
you.”


“Are we going up to the top?” Kaido
asked.


“Yes, we are. That’s where we can
get into the Heaven Realm,” Ayla answered. 


“Do you expect up to climb up that
huge thing?!” Ansel asked.


“No, we do something else,” Vlaykre
replied.


He aimed his hands to the ground
and a dark purple aura surrounded our feet and he lifted everyone up all the
way to the top of the tower. We land on the top platform. It was windy and in
front of us was a giant floating white crystal. 


“Well, that was easy now what?” Vlayru
asked. 


My mother pointed at the giant
crystal in the middle of the tower.


She then said, “We have to pray to
that.”


The adults kneeled in front of the
crystal and started praying. After a few moments, we joined them and did the
same thing. Suddenly, everything was devoured into a bright light. when it
cleared, we were in the Heaven Realm. I looked around and saw the same scenery
I saw from the other day. 


“Come this way,” My mother said.


She and the other adults walked
toward a gate that opened as we approached. It closed after we all walked
through it. We then walked through a busy area with people walking around in
white clothing. a large dome building was on the other end. We made our way up
to the building and entered. A man dressed in white robes approached us when we
got inside. 


“Welcome again, masters and
mistresses. The Creator is expecting you. Follow me,”  he asked us.


We followed him through the doors
and hallways the way to a room. Then, we walked through the doors of the room
and the doors closed behind us. I looked over to find Obris, Ryder, and a
humanoid figure who was glowing with a bright light aura. They were all sitting
at a very long table. We followed the adults around the table and they kneeled
in front of them. We looked at each other and quickly did the same.


Spex sat up in his chair after
realizing he was slouching, wanting to pay close attention, “This is it,
past-self. Any time now.”


Ryuu then said, “Creator, you have
news on Sabre?” 


Was that being really The Creator? Wow,
this amazing. 


The Creator then spoke, “Yes I do.
Have a seat everyone.”


We sat down in the empty chairs than
The Creator continued, “Before I get to that I must introduce myself to Katana,
Mabel, Vlayru, and Ansel. I am the Creator. It is nice to finally talk to you.”



“Thank you for having us. It is an
honor,” I said. 


“It is my pleasure, now onto
business. Now, Tana, you had a dream about Sabre almost dying, and you then
saved him, correct?” The Creator asked me. 


Everyone looked at me puzzled. 


I answered back, “Yes, that’s
right.”


“Well, it was a premonition. I
found out that Sabre is going to be killed in past. If we don’t go back and
help him, the present will alter. We need to find a way to save him,” The
Creator explained. 


Spex then spoke, “This is where I
come in.”


“I thought that Sabre could come
back from Abeyance as much as he could until Dark Vanquisher was to be defeated
back then?” Ryuu asked. 


“Yes, this is true. I believe
though, that if we let him die something will prevent him from coming back.”
The Creator answered.


“Wait, not come back? Is it that
guy again?” spex wondered.


The playback continued.


Regan then asked, “Is there any way
of traveling to and from the past?” 


After a long pause Vlaykre spoke, “Well
when I was studying my family’s history, there was something that talked about
time travel.” 


The Creator explained, “Yes, I had
a lot going on during the time of the Masters. So, to make it easier on myself,
I bestowed your ancestral grandfather, and his family with minor time
manipulation powers and the job of Time Protectors.” The Creator explained.  


“Where are you, past-self?” Spex
said, worried. 


“There are some books I can grab
and read through them quickly,” Vlaykre suggested.


I fell over in my chair suddenly
and felt extremely weak. Everyone jumped up and my mother ran to my side. I saw
that my hand started to look see through. Kaido and Ansel’s bodies were doing
the same thing. 


Spex jumped up and exclaimed, “Oh,
no! I remember now! Vlaykre is supposed to create a time spell to open a time
portal for Tana. Something must have changed, but what? And why do I remember
my past-self being there.”


Spex thought further and continued
to watch at the same time. 


“Katana! Are you okay?” My Mother
asked.


“I don’t know,” I replied.


My hand went back to being normal and
I got back up. Ansel and Kaido got up and looked normal as well.


The Creator then asserted, “It’s as
I feared. We must hurry. They are starting to become non-existent.”


“You know what, screw it. I have to
do this,” Spex said and disappeared into his purple aura. 


Spex appeared on top of the Central
tower. He put goggles on over his eyes and hood over his head. He then went
over to the crystal and prayed. Light surrounded him and he was now in the
Heaven Realm.


“I wish I could teleport to this
Realm. It would have made this a lot quicker,” Spex said, walking fast towards
the dome building.


He quickly made his way into the
building and over to the room where everyone was. 


“I should go and look for that book,”
Vlaykre said.


Spex walked in and said, “You don’t
have to. I’m here to help.”


Everyone turned to him. Spex looked
at everyone and they all looked confused and cautious.


Hana took a step forward and said,
“Wait, you’re Master Time, aren’t you?”


Spex looked confused and replied,
“Yeah, how did you know that?”


Hana clarified, “You helped us a
long time ago. You look the same as when I last saw you. It’s like you didn’t age.
At from what I can see of your face.”


Spex escaped to his mind to trying
and remember.


“I’m sorry, but I can’t remember
that happening,” Spex replied.


Vlaykre then said, “So you have
time powers?”


Spex smirked, “Yes. There is a lot
to explain and I’m more than happy to do so. Right now, though, we need to
focus on saving Sabre. Tana is going to be the one to do.” 


“Well, you came at a good time. We
need you to help with traveling to the past.”


Spex replied, “Yes, I already know.
I’ve been watching you guys from my hologram of the timeline.”


Tana questioned, “Wait, you’ve been
watching us?”


“Yes, but again, I’ll explain that
as well later,” Spex answered.


Spex closed his eyes and thought of
the point in time when Sabre was fighting then got stabbed. He put his hand up
and a light purple portal opened by him.


“Go ahead, Tana. You are going to
the past, so make sure you don’t talk to anyone or let anyone see you. If you
do, it’ll ruin the whole timeline,” Spex warned to Tana. 


Tana nodded her head and looked
over at Hana who looked back with a smile and nodded. Tana then looked back at
the portal. She walked over to it, then stepped through it, slowly. She then
disappeared into the purple aura.


                “Will
she be okay, Master Time?” Ryuu asked.


                Spex
looked back at everyone and they had a worried and concern looked on their
faces.


He reassured them by saying, “Yeah,
she will. You can trust me, guys. She’s tougher than she knows.”









Chapter 17 – Back to the Past


                


“It’s been about five minutes. How
long does this take?” Kaido questioned.


                Spex, who was still holding the portal open,
saw that kaido looked worried. 


                “She’ll be fi…..eerrrrraaa,” Spex reassured.


Suddenly, he felt a sharp pain rush to his head again and
fell on one knee. He stood back up and he was in the middle of a battle zone
and was behind a boulder. He saw two demons run by him. he leaned out and saw
that they were running towards a group of people at the bottom of the hill.
They were looking in the opposite direction and it seemed like they didn’t know
there were about to be attacked. He realized that this was the Heaven and Hell
War. He looked closer at the then group and saw that it was Sabre, Hana, Vlaykre,
Ryuu, Ryder, Regan, Icarus, and Miro.  The demons stopped and shot a giant
blast out of a cannon, killing the gang.


“Master Time, ‘you okay?” Vlaykre
asks putting his hand on his shoulder.


Spex came to and he was still bent
over on one knee. He took a deep breath and stood up.


“Yeah, I’m fine, thank you,” Spex
said, rubbing his head.


He looked over and the portal was
still open, but the other side was a view of what he just saw in his vision.
Spex heart stopped for a moment.


“What happened?!” Spex said,
standing back up quickly.


Ryuu replied, “While you were bent
over in pain, the portal changed.”


“This isn’t good. Crap,” Spex said
and closed his eye.


Spex opened up his senses.


“Why isn’t that good?” Hana said, in
a worried tone.


“She’s in a different time period,”
Spex concluded.


“Wait, what?!” Kaido replied.


Spex didn’t need to see that
everyone started to get worried. Suddenly, he felt Tana running for the portal.


Spex said, “Wait, here she comes.”


“Thank goodness,” Ansel said,
relieved.


 She lunged through the portal and
landed near them, In a crouched position. Spex closed the portal and everyone
looked relieved and Vlaykre helped her up.


“So, glad you came back, hun,” Hana
sobbed, hugging her tight.


Spex walked over and said, “I’m
sorry it’s my fault. You would have gotten back sooner if it wasn’t for me
suddenly losing control of myself.”


“That isn’t your fault,” The
Creator assured.


The Creator was still in his chair.
Hands folded in front of his face.


The Creator then continued, “You had
a vision, and you got it for reason, and I’m sure you’ve had others. That
reason has to do with why you are here, from what I’m guessing.”


Spex smirked and replied, “Well,
that is why you are The Creator.”


The Creator nodded.


“Basically, I’ve been watching you
guys since the day Tana and Vlayru were attacked by shadow dwellers,” Spex
explained.


“Why have you been doing that?”
Ayla asked.


Spex sighed and crossed his arms.


He continued, “The timeline got
messed up somehow. I’ve been trying to figure out how or why it happened.”


Everyone looked puzzled trying to
figure out what he was saying.


Hana then questioned, “So things
have changed?”


Spex continued, “Yes. For instance,
we never called Kaido by Kaido. Just his real name, Mabel. Also, I never met
Ayla. Vlayru’s mom original died when Vlayru was just a baby.” 


Ryuu and Ayla looked at each other.
Spex could tell they both thought they could never imagine not being with each
other. Regan looked at Kaido and studied him.


“Have you gotten any leads?” Vlaykre
asked him.


Spex answered, “The only one that I
have is that there has been someone lurking around with a scythe. I think he is
pulling strings in the background and is the cause of all of this. He must be
from the future if he knew how to make changes. The only problem is, I have no
idea who he is. I don’t know anyone with a scythe that has caused this much
trouble before.”


“Someone new, then?” Ryder pointed
out.


“Right,” Spex answered, “I think Crios
is also working either with or for this person.”


Tana looked worried but questioned,
“Well, are you here to join us in this fight?”


“Yes and No. I’m always around to
help, but due to the laws of time travel I need to do it from outside of time,”
Spex said.


“Of course, there are laws,” Ryuu
groaned.


The Creator then explained, “For
good reason. If someone were to see themselves during time travel, a paradox
will be created and the timeline will explode in on itself. So, I created a
rule that goes against that to protect the timeline.”


Spex added, “He’s right. Basically,
for me, once I travel to a specific point in time, I can’t do it again. For
example, I can’t come back to this current time and I see myself, or else it's
game over.”


“Wow,” Tana responded.


She looked down with her hands on
her hips, trying to contemplate what was just explained.


Everyone was doing the same thing.


 “Wait, you know what happens in
the future, right?” Ryuu asked.


Before Spex said anything, Vlaykre
interrupted, “Don’t ask those type of questions, Ryuu. It’s not right to know
our futures.”  


Spex put his hands on his hips.


He replied, “Even If I did tell
you, it wouldn’t matter, and for two reasons. One, the future isn’t ever set in
stone. I don’t even know my own future. Two, for me the timeline just recently
got changed, so I don’t know how the rest of the events leading up my current
time goes.”


“This is the first time that this
has happened, Master Time?” implied Regan.


Spex nodded and replied,
“Perceptive as always, Regan. Yes, this would be the first time that someone
changed everything.” 


Everyone was still processing,
except for Regan and Vlaykre.


“Well, I should get going. I need
to figure out who is doing this. I’ll be watching and come to help where I’m
needed.  Goodbye, for now, everyone,” Spex said to them.


He turned to walk out the door. The
Creator stood up and stopped Spex.


 “Wait, Master Time. May I have a
word in private,” The Creator asked him.


Spex was surprised for a moment, as
he stopped and looked at him.


He then replied, “Oh, yeah. Sure.”


The Creator nodded and walk away
from the chair. They went through another door into the next room. Spex
followed and shut the door.


The Creator took a step closer.


“You can remove your hood and goggles.
I know exactly who you are, Spex,” The Creator told him


Spex removed his hood and goggles,
revealing his light blonde spiky hair.


“How far from the Future are you?”
he asked.


Spex answered, “Forty-five years
from now. Five years after the next two major events in the Timeline.”


“Interesting, you don’t even look
that much older than you do right now.” the Creator remarked, “You know there
is another reason you can’t really be around this timeline, right?”


A serious look got on Spex’s face.


“I know, I just didn’t want to tell
them. They aren’t supposed to find out about me yet. As much as it pains me to
know that there is a version of me just sitting around being miserable right
now, and knowing that I can’t fix that.”


The creator responded, “Well,
you’ve done a good job so far. I did a good job creating you and picking you to
take over the duties of being the guardian of the Timeline.”


“Well, Obviously, I’ve failed
somewhere to let someone mess it up,” Spex said, crossing his arm and looking
down.


The Creator tries to reassure him,
“Mistakes are always made. That’s is what being human is all about.”


Spex sighs, “I guess.”


“You should get going. You have a
timeline to save,” The Creator suggested.


Without saying a word, Spex smirked
and disappeared into his purple aura. He appeared again in his house and near
his terminal. He wanted to take a break but was afraid something bad would
happen again if he did. He let out a yawn, stretched, and put away his laser
sword back in storage. He then made his way to his refrigerator and pulled out
a can containing an energy drink. 


He opened the can and took a sip.
He made his way to the terminal and sat down on his chair. He took another sip
and thought about seeing what Tana saw while she went back in time. He queued
up the point in time and played it with Tana’s voice narrating.


After stepping into Master Time’s
portal, it felt like I was flying through nothingness. Just then, I ended up in
a strange, run down, abandoned the town. It was dark out and was really cold. I
realized that there was snow on the ground. I turned around and the portal was
still open. 


‘This must be my way back,’ I
thought to myself.


Just then, I felt the presence of a
group of people running in my direction. I ran up behind a nearby crate and
looked over the top of it. I saw what appeared to be a younger Ryuu and Regan.
Ryuu wore a similar attire to what he wears currently and had the staff that
Vlayru now has. Regan was wearing armor and military attire. They stopped at a
pile of debris from the building it was next to. it was blocking the entrance
to the building and examined it for a moment. 


“Damn, he must have gone in that
building,” Ryuu pointed out.


“Behind us,” Regan warned, turning
around, creating a metal spear. 


They were fighting off a lot of
zombie-looking people. I remembered what Spex told me, so I crouched down and slowly
made way in the opposite direction. Just then, I sensed someone with a great
power. I followed it and found a hole in the wall on the other side of the
debris. I crawled through it and was I was in a lobby. After examining the
room, I saw a sign that says, “Samson Lumber Factory”. I saw a door, but it was
caved in. it looked like it was done recently. There was a crawl space that opened
from the destroyed wall and I jumped into it. It was a tight fit, but I made it
up through it. 


I came up on a vent leading into a
big room. I opened it and dropped down through it. I landed on a catwalk that
was high up. I looked over the edge to see there were two people fighting with swords.
There was the person that looked like a zombie. He wielded a giant sword that
looked like a rusted butcher knife. He was fighting someone that was wearing
the same clothes as me. That must have been Sabre. The same power that I felt
from outside was coming from him. I started to feel something coming from my
necklace again. Sabre blocked an attack from the zombie guy. The force of the clash
pushed him back, smacking against a metal support beam. Sabre looked beat and
was panting.


The zombie guy walked over with a
smile and readied his sword over his head.


He declared, “This is the end for
you!” 


I yelled, “No!”


Without thinking, I put my hand up
and blasted the zombie with a giant Water Blast towards him. it was twice as
big as it usually is. The zombie guy flew backward and through the wall behind
Sabre. Sabre got up and looked in my direction.


“Who’s there?!” Sabre questioned,
panting.


I gasped and ran away quickly. Looking
back, I saw the zombie guys breaking through the wall to enter back into the
wall. I stopped and looked from afar. Sabre stood up and transformed into his
Shadow Form. His Shadow Form gave him a black trench coat, his own shadow
sword, and his mask. I turned and got back to the vent to make my way back to
where the portal. Before crawling into it, a portal opened near me.


‘Master Time must have made it easy
for me,’ I thought.


I walked into it and flew through
the purple aura. I ended up on the other side, but I wasn’t back in The Creator’s
meeting room.









Chapter 18 – Darkness Rising


                


I was in the middle of a war zone.
The sky was blanketed with dark skies. There were buildings in the distance and
it looked like Central City and it looked like were just outside of the city. I
was by a boulder and I felt something dark getting closer from behind me. I
turned and saw these big creatures walking towards me. I quickly dashed around
the boulder out of sight and glanced up as they walked past, not noticing me.
They look demonic with their attire, horns on their head, and red skin. One was
carrying a big sword and another had some sort of cannon. I looked in the
direction where there they were going and saw in the distance people standing
around. I saw another boulder up ahead and snuck my way to that.


                I looked closer and started to recognize them.
It was Sabre and the rest of the gang. He was wearing a longer side cape that
also had a collar covering his face and an upgraded black flex armor. He was
hugging someone before they dislocated from each other to reveal my mother.
They both looked happy to see each other. Everyone else had different clothes
on as well and looked a little older than before.


                ‘I must still be in the past, but why would
Master Time send me here?’ I pondered to myself.


                I would be lying if I said I was worried. I
looked over and saw the two monsters setup a cannon and pointed it at them.
They were all facing away from them and didn’t notice. 


                I thought to myself, ‘They’ll be killed!”


                I stood up and ran towards the monsters
stealthy and jumped on the back on one them while creating a water blade. I
stabbed my sword into its spine. With one hand, I quickly charged up a giant
Water Blast, jumped into the air, ripping out my sword from its back, taking it
with me, and blasted the other demon point blank in the face. I landed in a
crouch position and turned to see the monsters fall over and die. I looked back
at everyone and they were looking right at me. I quickly turned ran in the
opposite direction.


                “Wait, you there!” I heard Sabre yell.


                I kept running and saw the portal and jumped
into it. I landed, looked around, and saw I was back in the Creator’s meeting
room.


“I know what happens after that,
but glad she followed my instruction to not be seen. At least to an extent. Skip,”
Spex said.


                The hologram skipped to the next day and
continued playing.


The next day we got up and packed
our belongings up. headed out the door and met up with the adults outside. We
looked at them puzzled.


“We are going to stay at the E.T.B.
headquarters. We used to work for them. They want to work with us on stopping
the Dark Rebellion. When you have the rest of the orbs, you let us know, okay?”
my mother stated. 


I nodded and replied, “Will do.” 


                “As for Ryuu and me, we are going to search
for our son,” Ayla added.


“Okay. We’ll see you soon,” I said
to them.


I gave my mother hug and then we
went our separate ways. We continued but didn’t much to each other. We kept to
ourselves and our attention to our surrounds. This went on until the next day.


“So, where are we going?” Kaido asked,
breaking the silence.


I answered, “To the Aquis Republic.
Something tells me a Master Orb is there. Vlayru and I started our adventure
there, but we got a lead in the Thunderlands, so didn’t get a chance to look in
the nation we started in.”


I looked over at Ansel, who was
still looked down.


“Are you okay, Ansel?” I asked her.


She snapped her attention to me,
“Oh, I’m fine. No worries.”


She gave a smile, but I could tell
it was fake. I studied her for a moment and concluded that she was probably
thinking of Vlayru. I decided to go along with what she said.         


“Okay, then,” I responded to her.


We got about five hours down the
road. I stopped and turned to them. They stopped and looked at me.


“Look, I need to talk to you guys
about something,” I told them.


They both looked concerned.


“What is it, Tana?” Kaido asked me.


I thought for a moment, ‘Is this
something I really want to tell them?’


“I want to continue on by myself,”
I admitted to them.


They both looked confused. Kaido
then started to look mad.


“So, you just want to take on an
entire rebellion, and what seems like an infinite number of shadow dwellers,
all by yourself? You know how crazy that sounds? What are we to you, dead
weight?” Kaido questioned angrily.


Ansel started to look sad. I took a
deep breath.


I replied, “No, it’s just that I
don’t want to hurt you guys. Plus, I…”


Suddenly, Crios appeared from a
black portal in the ground behind me with a small squad of Shadow Dwellers.  I
turned and we got to into battle positions.


“There you are. I was wondering
where you had gone off to. Ha-ha, and here thought you ran off somewhere in the
Roc Domain.” Crios said to us.


“Where is Vlayru!” I yelled.


I started to feel my blood boil.


Crios answered, “Well, he’s not
with me. I honestly don’t keep track of him. I have my own priorities” 


The shadow dwellers jumped at us
and began to fight. I took down three of them and ran towards Crios. I slashed
my sword at him a few times and he blocked all of the attacks with a black aura
that he was creating with the waves of his hands. I quickly used rock powers
and hit him in the back with a piece of ground that shot up. It was the same
move Ryder used the other day. He flung towards me and I slashed him with fire
blade. He was then flung backward, caught on fire, and was impaled by ground
spike I created behind him.


“Well, that hurt.” He smirked.


Part of his body that was impaled
phased through the spike. The fire went out and his skin then healed over. His
clothes also came back together. It was like nothing ever happened.


Crios chuckled, “I can’t do that
all the time, but when It’s the best.”


“Who are you!?” I questioned,
angrily. 


Crios continued to smirk and walked
up to me. I readied myself for an attack. He stopped and leaned in closer to me.


“One day, you’ll know.” Crios
softly replied.


He took a step back and launched
into the air. I pondered for a moment what he meant and didn’t move a muscle. Crios
came hurdle down and something made me move out of the way. I snapped out of it
and turned around. 


Ansel had her hands up pointing at
me. Her hands were covered in a purple aura. I saw a shadow dweller lung
towards her from behind her. I quick shot Lightning Blast at it. She turned to
see it dissipate and turned back to me with a smile. I gave her a thumbs up and
then turned my attention back to Crios. He was now wielding a staff with spikes
on each end. 


“Since you broke my new toy, I have
to go back to my old one,” Crios stated.


I readied my sword and responded,
“You talk too much.”


Charging my sword with fire blade,
I then lunged at him. He lunged towards me as well, so I created a gust of wind
that blew hard towards him. That threw him off and lowered his defense. I
slashed at Crios, only for him to still block my attack. I continued to swing
my sword at him, while he stayed on the defensive, blocking my attacks with his
staff. We landed on the ground but continued to do the same thing. I changed
things up by letting go of my sword with one of my hands. With my now free
hand, I quickly created a ball of water and hit him in the face point blank
with Water Blast. He was knocked back hard and I jumped back in the opposite
direction. 


He got up, swirled his staff over
his head and got back into his battle stance. I transformed into Water Form,
dropping my sword into the ground, and I lunged directly at him. He did a 360-degree
turn, slit his grip up his staff, and swung at me. That’s what I wanted him to.
I hit his staff back with one hand and with the other I aimed my palm in the
direction of the opening that I created, I then blasted him back with Water
Blast. He flew back, hitting the ground hard. I changed back to normal and
grabbed my sword. looked back to see Kaido trying to fight several rebellion
members and Ansel was on the ground. She was hurt badly. I felt my rage start
to grow. I remembered my training and calmed myself. I then ran over to help. I
as I started to run over, I sense a massive black energy coming straight at m
from behind. I turned and blocked it with rock shield. It wasn’t strong enough
though. The mass of energy broke through the shield and hit me. I flew back and
slid across the ground face down and stopped by Ansel and Kaido. I fought to
look up at them. Black energy shot at them as well and They both fell to ground
badly injured. My rage was building even more, but I hadn’t the energy to get
back up and fight it. I looked over to find Crios floating in the air. He
didn’t look too happy, as he looked at the rebellion.


He yelled, “What the hell is going
here!? This is my fight, not yours! Who even said you guys can interfere!” 


One of the members took a step
forward and replied, “Our master wants us to be the ones to kill the cast and
her friends, not you.”


Crios was silent for a moment.


He then smiled and spoke, “Ha! Tell
your master that this is personal and I will be the one to kill them. I’ll then
deal with him later.”


Kaido coughed up blood from his
mouth. 


Trying to stand back up, Kaido
groaned to us, “Come on guys, we need to get up.”


Ansel and I slowly got up after
him. We all stood back to back next to each other ready for whoever came after
us next. 


“I think that a little order is in
need here,” Crios said, 


He snapped his fingers and a black
portal opened from the ground. More shadow dwellers came rushing out of the
portal. They looked ready to fight us and the rebellion. It got way out of
hand. The rebellion started fighting the shadow dwellers and we were in the
middle of it fighting both sides. Crios stood back and watched. The adrenaline
numbed the pain, which made it easier to fight. I transformed into my Shadow
Form.


“How about we end this,” Kaido
suggested.


“I like the way you think,” I said
back.


Ansel nodded, “Agreed.”


Kaido transformed into his Fog Form
and created a fog around everyone. Ansel and I disappeared into it, as we took
everyone out, while they couldn’t see us coming. After a few minutes, I sense
there were a few shadow dwellers left. I also sensed Crios was still in the
same spot, outside of the fog. I decided to leave the rest to Ansel. I used
everything I had, charged up a shadow blade, and lunged out of the fog towards crios.
I slashed at Crios who tried to block, but I cut through his staff and sliced
his chest open.


As he was falling to the ground, he
said, “This is far from over!” 


A black portal opened under him and
he fell into it. the portal closed immediately after. the remaining shadow
dwellers followed suit into other portals that opened. Mabel made the fog
dissipate and the Dark Rebellion member that survived got away. Mabel reverted
to normal and we all met up in the middle of the battlefield. 


“That was great, guys,” Ansel said
in a weak tone of voice.


Kaido Smirked, “Yeah, it was.”


“Yeah. It really was,” I said,
thinking about the teamwork we just had.


We decided to rest for a while
until we could continue our journey. We took some red pills and tended to our
wounds. We saw the sun beginning to set. I looked at a map and saw there was an
inn not too far down the road. Surprisingly, we didn’t continue our
conversation from earlier. We made it to the Inn as night fell, and we got a
room. I felt like something big was going to happen very soon and I need to get
ready for it. 


Ansel fell right asleep. Kaido was
taking too long to use the bathroom, so I left the room to use the public
bathroom. After that, I went back to the room. Kaido was sitting by the window
and it was open. He saw me and flicked something out the window. 


“What was that?” I asked him.


He looked out the window then back
to me, “Oh it was just garbage. I’m going to go to bed.”


I was looked at him funny. I felt
like he was hiding something. He didn’t really look back at me.


“Okay, Good night then,” I replied.


Kaido turned off the lights and we
both laid down in our beds, but I couldn’t sleep at all. I arose from my bed
and sat by the window, where the only source of light from the moon was coming
into the room from. I started to contemplate everything. Just then, I felt
something in the distance. I went other and woke up Ansel and Mabel.


“Hey guys, I feel something coming
from outside, follow me,” I told them. 


I quickly exited the room and out
of the building. I walked towards where I felt an energy. The other two were
half awake and were trying to keep up. I got close and I saw a cave. We then
entered the cave and progressed deep into it. Something caught my eye in the
darkness. There something shiny buried under a pile of rocks. 


“Help me move these rocks,” I asked
them.


Kaido yawned, stretched, and
helped. Ansel helped as well with the smaller rocks. We moved some of the rocks
out of the way and revealed that it was a yellow orb that was shining. I picked
it up and it got absorbed into me. 


“It’s Master Thunder’s orb. I can’t
believe we didn’t feel it before. Vlayru and I weren’t too far away from this
area at one point.”


“Well that is really lucky,” Ansel
yawned.


I saw that they were both fighting
to stay somewhat awake.


“let’s head back and get some sleep,”
I suggested.


They both nodded and yawned. I started
to feel exhausted as well. We exited out of the cave and back to our room and
slept. The next day, we left the inn and continued towards Waterfall City,
Aquis Republic’s capital city. There was only one master orb left to get and
that was Master Nether.









Chapter 19 – Clues


 


We spent about two days looking
around for any clues to where Master Nether’s orb was, but to no avail. It’s
also been quiet all around Ethoria. No rebellion activity. I
did enjoy being in the city. I hadn’t been here since I was a kid. Mother
usually came here to shop for things we needed. I was told this was where my
father grew up and was even where my parents met when they were kids. 


I was walking around one afternoon
in the run-down part of the city when I stopped and looked down an alley way. I
saw a big pipe connecting the buildings and was bent inwards. It was about the
size of a human. I walked down the alley to get a closer look at it and I found
it strange.


“So, she’s at that place,” Spex
muttered while watching.


 “They never fixed that pipe. Not
sure why. That was a crazy day. Some kids did that a long time ago. 30 years ago,
or something like that,” Someone said.


I turn around and there was a
homeless old man sitting on the ground up against the wall. He had a beanie,
and a dirty old trench coat and fingerless gloves. I looked around and was
confused.


I pointed to my chest and asked
him, “Are you talking to me?”


“Well, I’m not talking to that
wall,” He replied, pointing to the wall of the building he was facing.


“Okay, whatever then,” I said back.


The old man examined me and said,
“You remind me of them.”


Feeling creeped out, I exited the alleyway
with a fast walk.


‘That was weird.’ I thought.


I continued down the street and
made my way back to the hotel. I entered the room we were staying in to find
Ansel sewing the holes and rips in her dress. She was still wearing sleepwear
while doing it. I know that she has gotten more upset lately over Vlayru, but
she wouldn’t admit to it. I was feeling the same way because he’s been my best
friend for as long as I could remember. Kaido was reading the newspaper,
looking for any news on the rebellion.


“Nothing still,” I told them.


Vlayru looked up from the newspaper
and answered, “Same here. Looks like businesses around Adus are losing money
from lack of workers.”


He had a cigarette in his mouth. I
started to get angry.


“You’ve been smoking?!” I yelled at
him.


A look of surprised innocence came
on his face. He was caught and trying to a way to explain himself. I looked at
Ansel, who stopped sewing, was staring at us.


“You knew, didn’t you?” I asked
her, but she said nothing back.


I nodded my head in disgust and
looked back at Kaido, “You knew my rule.”


I turned and stomped out of the
room, slamming the door on the way out. I didn’t know where to go, so I walked
in a random direction. I was too furious. Kaido then appeared around the corner
in front me. I looked at him and he had an upset look about him. He must have
used his Fog Form to get ahead of me.


He spoke, “Look, I’m sorry with
everything that has happened, I didn’t know how to coop with it. so I turned
back to cigs. I knew it was against your rule, but it’s hard to stop once
you’ve started.”


I nodded head in disgust again.
People that were walking by were looking at us making a scene. I ignored them.


“Why do hate smoking?”


“Cigarettes kill people, Kaido,” I
snapped, “I know not right away, but slowly.”


I started to tear up and I
continued, “I don’t want that for you.”


Kaido looked around then embraced
me.


“I know it does. I’m sorry. It’s an
addiction and helps me keep calm. That was until I met you. you’ve been my
replacement for that,” He said, softly.


We hugged for seemed like a long
time. We let go of each other then made our way back to the Inn. Ansel was back
in her normal clothes.


“Tana, I’m sorry,” She said rush
over to me.


I smirked, “It’s okay, Ansel. I
don’t blame you for not telling me. It’s not who you are.”


She smiled back and we gave each
other a hug. I sat down at the desk and looked at our funds.


“We are running low on Nero. Not
sure if we can continue staying at inns and hotels,” I told them.


The both looked at me.


Ansel then asked, “What should we
do?”


I thought for a moment. Then the
answer came to me.


I suggested, “let’s go to my house.
It’s not too terribly far from here. Should be there by the time the sun sets.”


They both agreed by nodding their
heads. We packed up and left the inn and I lead them outside the city and down
a road leading to my house. We got there and the house was looking kind of
dusty.


“I’m going to up to my room for a minute,”
I told them


They stood in the living room,
while I made my way upstairs and to my room. I opened the door and entered. My
room was kind of dusty as well. I did miss this room. I heard the door open and
I made my way back downstairs. My Mother, Vlaykre, and Regan walked through the
front door.


“Hey, guys.” My mother spoke,
“Sorry for the mess everyone, I was coming back to do some cleaning.”


Regan asked, “What are you guys
doing here?”


Kaido responded, “We were looking
for Master Nether’s orb, but we are low on Nero and can’t stay at any hotels or
anything.”


 “Wait, you don’t have all the orbs
yet?” Vlaykre said. 


I sighed and answered, “Yeah, I was
thinking the orb was Waterfall City and we looked everywhere, but we couldn’t
find it.”  


“That was the hardest one for us to
get as well, back in the day,” My mother said. 


“I’m getting a bad feeling about
this,” Regan said, worrying. 


My mother changed the subject,
“Well let’s get settled in.”


Ansel and I went up to my room to
unpack.  Vlayru got set up in the living room. Ansel examined the room.


“You have a nice house, Tana,”
Ansel complimented. 


“Thanks,” I said back with a smirk.


“I’m a little hungry. You got
something to snack on?” she asked.


I responded, “Yeah, there should be
some cheese and crackers in the kitchen.”


Ansel nodded. She turned and exited
the room.  I finished unpacking, I then turned around to find Kaido standing
there knocking on the door that was still open. He walked in and looked around,
studying my room.  


“So, this is your room, huh? It’s
pretty cool, for a girl’s room anyway,” he said. 


I giggled and responded, “Yeah
right, it could be better.” 


He smiled and replied, “Maybe, but
I just came up here to tell you dinner is ready.” 


“Okay, thank you,” I said with a
smile and stared at him. 


He stared back and it was just like
back in the hospital. We got close and I wanted to kiss him. He looked away
then back at me with a bigger smile. He turned and exited the room. I sigh,
smiled, and exited my room. We all had dinner then went to bed. 


The next day, I got up and had
breakfast with everyone, and decided to stroll through the woods. I found my
way to the river and sat next to the river and meditated for a while. 


“Everything seems fine here at this
point. I’ll skip to the end of the day,” Spex said.


He skipped to the end of the day
and continued on.


The sun was setting and I made my
way to the fields and started to think of everything that has happened. I then
looked over to the other side of the field to see Ansel doing the same thing. I
looked behind me to see Kaido walking over to me.  


“I was wondering where you went off
to,” He stated.


We hugged for a long time. We
repositioned so I was near his face and my arms were wrapped around his neck. I
looked up at him and our eyes locked, as I stared into his gray eyes. Just
then, my senses started going crazy. I looked over to see Ansel defending
herself against shadow beings. Kaido and I let go of each other and ran over to
her. I transformed into my Water Form and jumped high in the air. I blasted a
massive Water Blast. At the same time, Ansel jumped back and shot Obsidian
Spikes at them, and Kaido fought some of them off with his sword. We all
grouped together and saw that there was an army of shadow dwellers. Just then, Vlaykre
appeared with my mother, Regan, and Icarus.


“You guys have to get out of here.
The E.T.B. got intel that the Dark Rebellion’s leader was spotted in the Dark
Empire. He was using Master Nether’s powers. Vlaykre will open a purple portal
that will take you guys there. Also, here is your stuff.” Regan explained. 


My mother threw me my sword and Regan
gave Kaido his armor. 


“Now, get going. We'll handle these
guys,” My mother ordered us.


“We’ll be along as soon as we
defeat the shadows,” Vlaykre added.


Vlaykre opened a portal and we
quickly ran through it. We appeared on the side of a small rocky mountain with
a building towards the top. It was five stories tall and looked abandoned.


“That must be where the leader was
hiding out,” Kaido pointed out.


“His name is Cignas. I already ran
into him,” I told them.


Ansel then asked, “When did you do
that?”


I answered, “Back when I fought
Heldin. She kept me from chasing after him.”


“Well, now is our chance to take
down the rebellion for good,” Kaido responded.


We nodded and ran into the
building. We entered the front room of the building and ran into more shadow
dwellers. They appeared from the shadows of the room and lunged towards us. We
defeated them quickly and continued. We got through the halls and ran into more
shadow dwellers and shadow beings. As we got further into the building, we saw
an open room.


I suggested, “Wait, there is
something in here.”


I walked in and the other two
followed me. We looked around and I saw plans on a table. 


“Look at this. it’s the plans for
events that have already happened like the riots and the attack on the castle
in infernus City,” I told them.


“If that is true, then where is the
rebellion?”  Ansel said. 


“You, think the rebellion was taken
over by the shadow dwellers?” Kaido said. 


“Probably,” I agreed. 


We continued up to the top floor,
running into more shadow dwellers. We got up a very large door and my senses
were going crazy again. We cracked the door open a little. We saw Crios
standing there on the other side of the room, holding his repaired staff and
looking out the window. There was a man sitting in a throne-like chair. It was Cignas.


“You know, I like being in control.
I’m in charge of the shadow dwellers, and they do my bidding. The only thing
missing is being the leader of The Rebellion,” Crios explained.


 The man said back, “We are
supposed to partners, Crios. You told me that you understood when I said I
didn’t want peace because the nations don’t deserve it.”


Crios turned and smirked, “No, I
did understand. However, our partnership was ruined when you tried to take my
kill, Cignas. Plus, I only partnered with you so I can get him back.”


“Who?” questioned Cignas.


“Master Nether. Do you think I
would just let you have his orb?” Crios answered through a smile.


Crios put his hand up and look of fear
came over Cignas’s face. Darkness then consumed Cignas. My anger started to
rise, as I could feel a powerful dark energy forming. It was almost scary. The
darkness disappeared and there stood a man in a long buttoned up trench coat,
long black hair, and pale skin.


“Master Nether,” Crios said bowing.


Nether smirked, “Thank you for
restoring me. Being stuck in his body was annoying. Thankfully, I came up with
the plan to put a part of myself in the orb before I died, then give you the
rest after the fact. Worked like a charm.”


He turned to us and we could see
his creepy, smiling face.


“Oh, look who it is. Vlayru, come
out and say hi to your friends,” Master Nether said.


Vlayru came out from around the
corner. He still had the same dead look on his face. Ice had built up on random
parts of his body. 


“Damn, you,” I angrily muttered.


I calmed myself enough to keep back
my Shadow Form. I lunged forward through the door, transformed into Water Form,
and jumped at Vlayru. He blocked with an ice blade that he created and we
struggled to break each other’s defense. We continued to swing our weapons at
each other. Kaido transformed into Fog Form to keep Master Nether busy and
Ansel threw Obsidian spikes and aimed them at Crios. Crios blocked them and
floated into the air.


“I think I’ll kill the weakest one
first,” Crios stated.


 Crios aimed his hand and a giant
beam of black aura blasts towards Ansel. Quickly, I heard Master Lightning telling
me to use a certain technique. I suddenly I was surrounded by lightning and
dashed over to Ansel and covered use with water shield. I continued to block it
and Crios stopped and waited.


I turned my head and asked Ansel,
“Are you okay?”


Ansel nodded, “I’m fine.”


She turned and looked at Vlayru he
was waiting along with Crios to see what we would do next.


“I’ll take Vlayru,” Ansel
suggested.


“Are you sure?” I asked her.


She responded, “Yes I’m sure.” 


I let down my shield and stepped in
the direction of Crios, who still floating in the air. Ansel readied more
spikes and began to fight with Vlayru. I lunged towards him into the air, swung
my sword, and he blocked it with his staff. His block hit my sword back, and
with the lower part of the staff, he quickly went for the opening he created
with the upper part of the staff. I quickly blocked with water shield, then
turned the shield into a Water Blast, hitting Crios making him smash into the
chair, kicking up dust and smoke. I landed on the ground hard on one knee. Out
of the smoke, a blast of darkness Blasted out and hit me. I got knock back onto
the floor hard. Kaido was forced back to his normal form and thrown back at to
the floor. Ansel was slashed at, across the stomach and thrown back to the
floor by us as well. Crios got up, but then aura started escaping him, forcing
him to fall to one knee. I followed the trail of aura and saw it getting
absorbed into Master Nether.


“Errgg, no! You said you wouldn’t
do this, Nether!” He yelled.


“Sorry, but I will be the one to
resurrect him,” Nether said through a smile. 


“NO!” Crios yelled.


He dissipated as the rest of his
aura got absorbed into Nether. A giant black sword formed, and Nether put it on
his shoulder and gave a big smile. I got back up slowly and readied myself for
a fight. Ansel stayed on the ground, but Kaido tried to get up.


“Yes. You were a fool for thinking
you can have all power. Now, I’m one hundred percent,” He said 


He turned to look at me and
continued, “So, you’re the new cast. How do you like it? I was hoping that you
would take my path, but you just had to take that asshole Sabre’s path instead
to be the good guy. Oh well, it looks like I’m going to have to kill you, then
continue with my plans.”


“Plans that I helped you with,” said
a voice 


Someone entered from another door
behind Nether. He had sleeveless robes in the style of a trench coat on, and
baggy pants. His face was covered by his hood and the only thing I could see
was his glowing yellow eyes. He also was wielding a giant scythe.


Nether turned to him, “Of course.”


“Wait, a Scythe?! Is this who I’m
looking for?” Spex exclaimed.


“Who are you?’ I asked him.


“I’m here to make sure you die. I
am Nether Remnant,” Nether Remnant stated.


Nether and Vlayru took up their
weapons in a readied position. Kaido and I did the same and protected Ansel. We
ran toward them and we each began fighting. Nether remnant stood and watched.
Kaido stopped Vlayru’s attack from his ice sword.


“I’m sorry, Vlayru,” Kaido said to
him.


Kaido broke Vlayru’s stance and
slashed his chest, then kicked him hard enough and sent him flying into the
wall. He spun around and just barely blocked Remnant’s attack.


“Tana, you need to take him out.
that isn’t Master Nether.” Master Water’s voice echoed in my head.


I was confused, “What do you mean?”


Master Water replied, “There isn’t
time to explain.”


“I need to get there, now,” Spex
said. 


He stood up ran over to grab his
short sword that in his weapon storage locker that was left open, put his hood
and goggles back on, and jumped into his aura. He appeared in the room where
everyone was fighting. Tana was fighting Nether and Kaido was fighting Remnant.



“I sense the shadow inside you. You
should feed it with your anger,” Nether told Tana.


“Never!” she yelled and shot a
massive Water Blast.


Nether slid under the blast and the
blast created a hole in the wall. Nether jumped up near Tana and I slowed him
down. I quickly ran over to them and block his attack. I continued time
normally and held his sword back. I pushed him hard away from us as I jumped
backward, pulling Tana back with me. We landed and she looked at me for a moment
and became surprised.


“Master Time!” She exclaimed.


“No time to talk, Tana. I have
business to take care of with Nether Remnant. You and Kaido take Master Nether,”
Spex commanded her.


Spex ran over and jumped in the
middle of Kaido and Remnant. He blocked an incoming attack from Remnant, who
then jumped backward.


“You!” Remnant angrily said.


“Master Time?” Kaido said, in a
curious tone.


Spex replied, “No time to talk,
Kaido. Help Tana. I got him.”


Kaido nodded, “Right.”


Master Nether was back fighting
Tana. Kaido ran over and began to help Tana. They were on the offensive. Spex
and Remnant then began fighting. It was a back and forth fight. Their weapons
locked and held each other back. Now that Spex was looking at the scythe up
close, it began to look familiar. It had a black blade with a steal edge. The
handed was brown with black grip. His attentions turned back to Nether Remnant.


“Why did you screw up the timeline?”
Spex asked him.


“How long were you on to me?”
Remnant grunted.


Spex replied, “For a while, though
you were pretty good at hiding. Are you from the future?”


“Still not as smart as you were in
my time,” Remnant replied.


They swung their weapons at each
other a few more times, then locked them again.


Remnant explained, “Yes, it’s been
me this whole time, making all the changes. I want you and your friends to
suffer for what you did to me. My plan is to kill everyone you know and love
and watch you suffer. All before I finally kill you.”  


He turned his head to Master Nether
and yelled, “Nether, it’s time!”


Nether stopped and nodded his head
with a smile. Spex and Remnant continued to fight. Nether went on the offensive
and stabbed Tana in the shoulder.


“Ahhh!!” she shrieked in pain.


She then fell down, gripping her
shoulder. Kaido started to look angry.


“You bastard!” Kaido angrily
yelled.


Nether then started to power up and
transformed into his Shadow Form. He had a demonic looking mask on. Kaido raised
his sword over his head brought his sword down for a high attack. Nether
blocked the attack with his sword in one hand and with the other hand punched
him hard in the stomach. Kaido bent over, holding his stomach in pain, and took
a few steps back. Spex then started to remember what was about to happen.


“NO!” Spex yelled.


Remnant began to keep Spex busy.
Then push him up against the wall.


“Do you really want to change the
timeline? A major event doesn’t happen because the Protector of Time said
otherwise. Do you want that on your conscience?” Remnant asked him.


Kaido stood back up and went in for
one another swing of his sword. Kaido swung fast but Nether grabbed Kaido’s
sword by the blade, as Spex pushed Remnant out of the way and started to run
towards them, His hand was up facing towards them, trying to stop time. Remnant
spun around and stabbed spex in the stomach and pushing him back up against the
wall.  


Spex’s power didn’t work. He was in
great pain and cough up a lot of Blood. Master Nether then stabbed Kaido
through the chest with a smile on his face. Tana looked up with wide eyes in
horror. Nether then yanked his sword out of Kaido’s chest and Kaido fell on his
back dead next to Tana. his eyes were still open, lifeless. Tana was staring at
him in shock, reaching out to him with her hand.


“No……no, no, no, no…. Kaido,” she
murmured softly.


Ansel was looking on, awe-struck as
well, “No... why.”


Tears started running down Tana’s
face.


“Damn it. Why?!” Spex bellowed.


He barely had the strength to even
get angry. The blade of the scythe still lodged into his stomach and blood
dripping from the wound and his mouth. Remnant was still holding his scythe to
make sure Spex didn’t move and interfere.


“That’s one down. Nether finish the
rest,” Remnant ordered, ignoring Spex.


Nether gave a sigh through his
mask.


“Fine, but only because these brats
will get in my way otherwise. At least, from what you tell me anyway,” He
replied.


 Black aura began to surround Tana.
She lunged up and slashed her sword at Master Nether. He blocked the attack
with his own sword, but the force sent him flying backward through the wall
behind him. She grabbed Kaido and jumped to the center of the room. She kneeled
down and put her hand on the back of his head and elevated it up.  The aura
around her mostly subsided. He coughed up blood, looked at Tana, then closed
his eyes again.


“No, please stay with me! Kaido!”
she said to him.


 He opened his eyes again, then
looked at her. 


“So, this is how it ends?” and
started to cough again. 


“No, it’s not, please!” Tana said
back.


Kaido smiled, “Tana. I want you to
call me, Mabel.”


She paused for a moment then asked,
“Really?”


He replied softly, “Yes.”


Tana tried to fight back crying.


“Mabel…I love you…please, don’t go,”
Tana said and started crying. 


His eyes shut and Spex felt his
energy fade. Tana then sat there in silence.


Nether appeared back in the room.
Spex tried to get up but felt immense pain after attempting.


“Alright. I think I need to teach
you a lesson, Tana,” Nether said to her in an angry tone.


Tana looked back at Nether, the
black aura was raging around her. She looked lost in anger as she transformed
into her uncontrolled shadow form. She lunged and slashed at Nether as he
blocked quickly with his arms. Nether failed Injuring both his arms. Nether
grunted in pain.


                “…. And here is number two,” Remnant said,
looking at Spex.


                He yanked out his scythe from Spex’s stomach
and punched him in the face hard. Remnant turned to see Tana in front of him
and she slashed his chest open. He fell down to one knee to assess his wound. Nether
rushed over and slashed his sword.  He looked around and Master Nether was
gone.


                He got mad and mumbled, “Nether.”


                Tana raised her sword above her head.
Remnant raised his scythe quickly and froze time around him. Even though he
couldn’t move, Spex was still able to still see Remnant get up and hobble away.
After he exited the room, time resumed. Tana hit the floor with her sword. The
force of the attack creating a hole in the floor and the wall near Spex. She
looked around for him and Nether.


                Vlaykre and the other adults appeared and
saw Tana in her Shadow form.


                “Tana, calm yourself, now!” He yelled.


                He ripped the mask off her face and the
shadow dissipated off her. She fell unconscious to the floor and Her mother ran
over and took Tana her arms.


                They saw Kaido laying on the ground. Regan
walked over and picked up him up.


                Spex coughed and point to one of the holes,
“Vlayru is through that hole.”


                Ayla and Ryuu ran over to him and pulled him
out. He was unconscious and beat up like the rest of them, but was back to his
normal state. Icarus looked out the window for a moment and studied the outside
view. Ryuu and Ayla started tearing up. 


“Vlayru, we are so sorry,” Ayla
said to him.


“I’m so sorry, son,” Ryuu said
hugging him.


Icarus then spoke, “I sense Nether
is running away. I’ll go after him.”


He put his hand up in the direction
of the window and busted the window open with Sand Blast. He then jumped out of
the broken window and out of sight.


“We don’t have a lot of time to
wait for them to heal. I know what do to.” Vlaykre told them.


Regan asked, “What about Kaido?”


“He’s coming with too, obviously.
He’s not dead yet,” Vlaykre Answered.


He picked Spex up and looked back
at Regan.


He asked him, “Why do you care so
much about him?”


Regan looked at Kaido, “He’s my
son.”


 











Chapter 20 – Darkness Returns


 


Spex faded in and out of conscience
as they were brought to Vlaykre’s castle in Abeyance. He woke up feeling a lot better
but was slightly sore around his stomach. He sat up and looked at him stomach
and was bandaged up. He looked around and saw that he was lying in a bed. Ansel
and Tana were in their own beds on the other side of the room. It looked like
they were in a sort of hospital wing full of beds. The room had dimly lit with
old florescent lights on walls. The walls were made of old brick and stone. There
was a female humanoid creature, wearing a nurse outfit, tending to them. The
nurses had purple skin and hair.


“How do you feel?” a voice asked
him.


Spex turned around and saw another
female humanoid creature standing there, waiting for a response. he had never
seen these creatures and took him by surprise.


“Uh, yeah I’m fine. Thank you,” he
replied.


Vlaykre walked into the room and
spoke, “I see you are up.”


“Yes, feeling much better too,”
Spex replied. 


He realized that he may not have
his hood and goggles on. He snapped his hands up to his head and felt around.
his hood and goggles were still on. He gave a sigh of relieve.


“You’re good. I know you don’t want
me or anyone else to know who you are, so I had my summoned nurses here help
you. You were close to dying, so we put you in a healing tank,” Vlaykre
explained.


Spex then replied, “Thank you for
that. So, you can summon creatures that aid in healing?”


“Yes though, it takes a lot out of
me to do this many,” Vlaykre replied.


Spex then got curious, “You said a
healing tank?”


Vlaykre nodded his head, “Yes, it’s
something I recently discovered. It’s a type a liquid found here in Abeyance
that has healing properties. It’s called Regenium.”


“That’s a new one,” Spex said.


Spex and Vlaykre looked over at Tana,
as she was opening her eyes. Vlaykre got up and walked over to her.


“Tana, how are you feeling?” He
asked.


She looked at him for a moment,
then her eyes widened and immediately sat up.


“Mabel!” She yelled.


Vlaykre put his hand on her shoulder
to calm her.


“Calm down and relax. Who is
Mabel?” Vlaykre asked her.


Spex then spoke, “That’s Kaido’s
real name, remember?”


“Oh, yeah almost forgot. Anyway,
Mabel is in another room down the hall, healing with Vlayru. he was barely
alive but, luckily, we were able to save him by putting him the healing tanks.
He needed it the most.”


She put her hand her face hiding
that fact that she was shedding some tears.


“What about Vlayru? Is he okay?” Tana
asked.


“Yes, he’ll be okay now,” Vlaykre reassured
her. “You guys snapped him out of the spell he was under. I’m surprised you
were all able to stand your ground against them with how powerful they are. You
guys did great.”


Ansel, who in the next bed over
from Tana, started waking up.


“Ansel, are you okay?” Tana asked
her after taking her hands away and looking in her direction.


Ansel nodded, “Yeah, I’m alright.
How about you?”


“I’m fine. Wish we didn’t get hospitalized
after every big fight,” Tana answered in a soft voice.


Vlaykre responded, “It can’t be
helped. You are fighting powerful enemies and don’t have years of training it
takes to handle the level of fighting you’re doing.”


Vlaykre stood up as Hana then
entered the room, made her way quickly over to Tana. Tan wiped her eyes and
hugged her mother.


“I’m so glad you’re alright,” She
said to her.


Vlaykre smirked and walked towards
the door, “I’ll go see how Mabel is doing.”


He exited the room. Hana and Ansel
looked confused.


“Mabel is Kaido’s real name. He
just didn’t really like it, so he chose to go by the name Kaido.”


“Oh, okay. That makes sense,” Ansel
said.


“So, I have a question. Is Master Nether
a cast?” Tana asked her Hana.


Hana answered, “Yes, but he isn’t
the actual Master Nether. He just prefers that name over his own real name.
like Mabel.”


Spex stood up and stretched.


“I’m going to use the bathroom,” He
told them. 


He made his way down the hall. It
was dimly lit, like the hospital wing. There was old red carpet in the middle of
the floor and the sides had different décor like sets of armor and paintings
that were very old as well.


“This place has never changed,” He
murmured to himself.


He finally got the bathroom and did
his business. Afterward, he ran into Icarus on the way back to the room.


“Hey, Icarus. Did you find Master
Nether?” sped asked him


“No, I lost track of him. He must
have escaped into the Shadow Realm,” Icarus replied.


Spex crossed his arms, “Damn. He’s
my connection to Nether Remnant.”


“Well, anyway, can you send me to
the future now?” Icarus asked him.


Spex sigh, “I wish I could, but
with the change in the timeline I can’t travel or see the future anymore. I
don’t know why, though.” 


Icarus smirked and explained,
“Well, you told me before sending me into the past that you would say that. You
also said you are from a time after I went into the past. Basically, if you
take me with you to your home, I can then get back to the current timeline.
Plus, I really need to leave because my first appearance in this universe is
going to happen soon and I know you want to avoid a paradox.”


Spex thought about it, “Oh yeah,
that’s right! Okay, hold on to my shoulder.”


Icarus did what he was told and
they both disappeared into his aura, reappearing in spex’s house.


Icarus looked around and asked,
“Wow, this is your place?”


“Yup, we are currently outside the
timeline, but also progressing along with it. It’s really hard to explain. If
you had told me that I had already sent you back in time at the current point
in time, I would have brought you back here already,” Spex replied.


“Well it happened so long ago I
almost forgot to say tell you. So, you want to take me to Earth Realm?” Icarus
responded.


Spex took his hood and goggles off.
He looked curious.


“I forgot you were from another
universe. You said your past self is going to appear at some point after we
left, right?” he asked Icarus.


Icarus answered, “Yeah, and I’m not
the only one from another universe.”


“Alright, now I need to know. Do
you mind if watch what happens after we left the castle?” Spex asked him.


Icarus sighed and smiled, “Alright
just for a little bit though.”


Spex smirked back. He turned to his
terminal and fast-forwarded the memory to right after they left. Tana’s voice
started to narrate.


I looked over and saw Vlaykre walk
in with a man. He had black, spiky hair, a vest, baggy frayed pants and no
shoes.


“Hana, its Miro,” Vlaykre said.


My mother stood up with a smile,
“Miro, it’s so good to see you. What are you doing here?”


Miro explained, “Well actually, I
came back a while ago, I thought something was going on here, but I guess it
was nothing. Anyways, one thing led to the next and I ended up staying here and
helping out the E.T.B. I’ve been training this girl, she’s a great warrior. Her
name is Iridia.”


Hearing that name made me remember
that girl in the woods that helped me fight the shadow dwellers.


“I’ve met her before. Is she going
to help?” I asked Miro.


Miro looked at me and studied me
for a moment, “No, she just finished a mission and is badly injured from it.
Who are you?” Miro asked her.


“That is my daughter, Katana,” Hana
answered.


Miro looked at my mother stunned.


“So, that’s her, huh?” Miro asked.


Mother nodded and smiled, “Yes.”


He smiled back at her walked over
to me.


“Nice to meet you, Katana,” He
said, shaking my hand.


I smiled and replied, “Same with
you, you can call me Tana.”


Spex looked at Icarus with a
confused look on his face.


“Is that another one?” he asked
Icarus.


Icarus replied, “Yes, he is. There
are three of us Universe Travelers. The other is coming soon as well.”


Spex turned his attention back to
the playback and continued to watch. His brain was still wondering about
different universes. It made him kind of giddy.


“So, you had something to tell us,
Miro?” Vlaykre asked,


Miro answered, “Yes, Master Nether
was seen outside of Central City. I sent E.T.B. soldiers to apprehend him while
I try to find you guys. They haven’t reported back in yet.”


“He’s up to something,” Vlaykre
said.


I then remembered something Nether
said.


“I might know what he is doing,” I
spoke.


The adults looked at me. 


“So do I,” said a familiar voice
from the doorway.


I looked over and saw Vlayru said
there. He looked like he had just gotten out of the shower with half his clothes
on and a tower. Next to him was Mabel, Ryuu, Ayla, and Regan.


“Vlayru! Mabel!” I said, overjoyed.


Ansel and I sprang out of our bed
and ran over to them and gave them a hug.


“So, glad you two are alright,” I
said to them.


Ansel smiled, “Same here.”


“So, you know what Nether is
doing?” Vlaykre asked.


Vlayru nodded at Vlaykre “Somewhat.
Crios kept mentioning something about reviving someone and the destruction of
the planet. Though, being under the control of Master Nether, I was mostly
trapped inside my own body surrounded by darkness.”


The adults looked at each other,
with worried faces.


“So, he is going to try and do it again,”
Vlaykre said.


I got confused and asked, “Do
what?”


“He is going to try to bring
darkness to the Living Realm; the same thing he tried to do sixteen years ago,”
Hana answered.


Vlayru looked at Ansel, “Ansel, I’m
sorry. I gave into my darkness and let it control me. That won’t happen again.”
He turned to me and handed me Master Ice’s orb “This is for you. I’m going to
use my light powers from now on.”


I smirked and absorbed the orb.
Ansel had the biggest smile I had seen on her in long while.


“So then, onto the Central City?” I
asked.


Ryuu then replied, “Let’s gear up!”


We got our things together and
suited up. Mabel put on his full armor. Vlaykre transported us to outside of
the city in the middle of the Nightshade Plains, which was a rock plain
connecting the Dark Empire with the Central Union. It was night time and there
was a full moon with clear skies. We saw Nether in the distance. He was doing
some sort of praying and was charging up a lot of energy. 


Regan looked around, “Miro, didn’t
you say you send E.T.B. soldiers out here? I don’t see anyone.”


“Yes, I did. Alright plan B, I know
something that might help. I’ll be back,” Miro told them.


He then quickly took off towards
the city.


Ryuu looked at Vlaykre, “What is
the plan?”


Several large black portals opened
and what looked like an army of Shadow dwellers appeared out of them.


“Oh, great,” Ayla sighed.


My mother looked behind us.


“Guys, look!” she exclaimed.


I looked over in the same direction
as her, along with everyone else, and we saw not only a platoon of Central
Union Army soldiers but the militaries of the other nations as well. They all
stood at attention. A Central Union general approached us.


“We are all here to help. The peace
treaty was signed this morning, thanks to Queen Aida
believing in the cast. She also made the rest of us believe in her as well. We
want to stand with her to defend our home.” The general stated.


We all smiled.


“Good to have you guys with us,” Regan
smirked.


We positioned ourselves in front
the massive army and readied ourselves.  The shadow dwellers started running
toward us and we ran toward them and we started exchanging attacks. I took out
some Shadow Dwellers, then teamed up with my mother and Mabel on a shadow
demon.  Another shadow demon appeared and Mabel teamed up with Regan to take it
out. We were winning this fight. I looked over and saw Master Nether still in
the same spot, praying. A large black beam of aura then shot up from around him
and into the sky. I quickly ran over to him and swung my sword only for him to block
it with his own sword without moving or losing his concentration. He was
pushing me back and I struggled to hold my stance.


“It’s too late. My master is
already well on his way,” Nether grinned.


Another black beam shot down from
the clouds next to us. it was raging and started forming into a figure. There were
streams of aura flying towards it. I felt it quickly growing more and more
powerful. I jumped back far and stayed in a defensive position as I landed.
Ayla blasted back a few shadow dwellers back with her wind powers then looked
up at the aura.


 “Oh, no…,” She murmured in fear.


“No! This isn’t happening again!”
Ryuu yelled.


“No,” my mother said, wide-eyed.  


The aura then finished forming and
there stood a person in full black armor and was wielding a giant black sword,
just like Master Nether’s sword. I pondered for a moment, then realized who
this person was. I started feeling afraid. this person was in my nightmares.
The person was in fact, the Dark Vanquisher! 









Chapter 21 – Just the Beginning


 


This wasn’t good at all. I turned
around and didn’t see any of soldiers. The remaining shadow dwellers regrouped
by Nether and Vanquisher. I then realized that the soldiers were used as a
sacrifice to bring back Vanquisher.  That’s probably why I saw over auras
flying toward the black beam from the sky. I wanted to be angry after realizing
this, but I was still feeling fear.


Vlaykre used Gravity Blast on
Vanquisher, forcing him to one knee. I jumped and landed next to him and
brought my sword down on him. He somehow blocked my attack with his arm. The
gravity was holding him down and I jumped back next to Vlaykre. The others were
stopped by Nether, who created a wall of black aura. The shadow dwellers passed
through the barrier fought against the others. Vlaykre summoned duel swords and
we both continuously attacked Vanquisher, leaving him on the defensive after
and it seemed to be working. He then let out a burst of black energy knocking
us back hard. I looked up and Vanquisher had appeared above me, looking down at
me. With one hand, he slashed at the air. A blast of black energy shot from his
sword and hit me, causing me to black out.  


I awoke slowly in the middle of a
crater, I couldn’t really move, but I managed to move my head and saw standing
about two feet away was Dark Vanquisher. I couldn’t move out of fear and I felt
the shadow taking over once more. I couldn’t feel Vlaykre’s power at all.  I
looked past Vanquisher and saw Nether Remnant walking up to the edge of the
crater.


He spoke, “Hurry and kill her
Vanquisher. You won’t have another chance.”


He turned and replied, “You dare
order me?!”


Vanquisher then covered Remnant in a
sphere of darkness. Vanquisher walked closer to me and stood over me. He
pointed his sword at my throat.


“Now it’s time to die, Cast,” said
Vanquisher.


He raised his sword up over his
head. I closed my eyes. This was it. This was the end. 


 “Damn it, Remnant,” Spex said,
stopping the playback.


He turned and stepped away. As was
about to go back to the past, Icarus quickly put his hand on Spex’s shoulder.


“Wait, Spex. Just watch,” Icarus
said.


Spex looked at Icarus confused, but
he trusted him. Spex sighed as he turned back around, walked over to the hologram
and continued the playback.


I opened my eyes as there was
suddenly this massive light that appeared above me. I thought it was Vlayru or
Ryuu. felt a power, similar to what I felt coming from my neckless. It was
powerful.  The person appeared from the light flew over me, blocking
Vanquishers attack with a sword. The person pushed Vanquisher back a few feet
and stopped. Vanquisher and this person were locked with their swords.


The person then spoke, “You think
you can get out of Purgatory and kill my friends, family, and my daughter? Not
on my watch.”  


The person created a powerful Water
Blast, more powerful than mine, and blasted Vanquisher back even further. He
turned around and I started to recognize him.  


“Sabre?” I questioned. 


“Hi, Katana.” He smirked. 


I was a little stunned to see him. He
was holding his sword too.


“Uhm, w-what did you mean
daughter?” I asked him. 


“Exactly what I meant. I’m your
father, Katana,” He explained. 


I was dumbfounded, but I knew he
spoke the truth. He looked over to the other side of the crater. Vanquisher was
standing looking back at us. Master Nether appeared next to him, but he looked
hurt.


Sabre asked, “How is he back?” 


“I’m not sure,” I replied.


I notice that Sabre had the same
exact attire as he wore in the past when I stopped those two monsters. He also
didn’t look any older from back then either. He jumped out of the crater and I
followed him. I turned and saw my mother running towards us and stopped some
ways from us. She was staring at Sabre, almost in disbelieve.


 “…. Sabre?!” She questioned. 


Her eyes started to tear up. Sabre
smiled and nodded. She then ran over to him and hugged him, almost jumping into
his arms. She started to cry, I ran in and gave them both a hug and they
wrapped their arms around me. I started to tear up as well. I peeked out and
saw Ryuu run up then stop.


“Hey guys, it’s Sabre!” Ryuu yelled
in the direction of every else with a big smile.


The rest of the group ran caught up
with Ryuu and halted with surprised looks on their faces. They then ran closer
to us.  Miro appeared from another direction. My mother and I let go of him so
they could shake his hand and gave him hugs. Everyone was happy to see Sabre,
my father. 


Sabre looked at Miro, “Thanks for
finding that stone, Miro.”


Miro replied, “Oh, it was actually
my pupil who found the Resurgence Stone.”


I looked over and saw Icarus
walking over to us. He looked younger than last time. Suddenly, a blast of
black energy shot at us, knocking us all back. My father and I stood up and a
wall of black energy formed between us, Vlaykre and everyone else. This time,
the wall circled around where Dark Vanquisher was. We were stuck inside with
him. Nether then arose from a black portal in from the everyone else. He had an
angry look on his face. He lunged forward and slash his sword at Ryuu. In an instant,
Miro dashed over to Ryuu moved him out of the way and before Nether could even
get close.


“I got him,” Miro said with a
smirk.


Shadow beings and shadow demons
appeared behind Nether. 


“I guess we can just fight them,” Vlayru
said.


They began to fight against the
rest of the group. I looked around and I noticed that Vlaykre and Sabre were
gone. I looked behind and there was Vanquisher. He rushed at me and I went to defend,
but he was forced to the ground by Vlaykre’s gravity. Sabre fell straight down
from the air and hit Vanquisher hard with Water blade. Sabre bounced back in
the air then landed. He quickly followed up with shooting Water Blast again and
kept blasting, constantly. Vanquisher shielded himself with his sword. His
sword started to glow with black aura as a means of a shield. I ran and was
preparing to swing my sword at his opening. I saw Vlaykre preparing to the same
from the other side.


“You guys will not defeat me again!”
Vanquisher yelled.


He blasted us all back with a burst
of black aura. We flew back and I scraped across the ground face down before
stopping. After a few moments, I flipped over and sat up slowly I looked over
and Vanquisher was breathing heavily with anger. I also wasn’t feeling myself.
I should be doing a lot better than this. Something was holding me back.


“It’s time you merged with me,
Nether!” Vanquisher ordered angrily.


I looked over and saw the black
aura wall dissipate. Nether appeared next to Vanquisher. He looked tired and
beat up. I looked over and saw everyone else make their way closer. They all
looked worn out as well, but I was happy to see that they defeated the shadow
dwellers. Nether reach out with his hand on Vanquisher but then was pushed
backward. It was Vlaykre who did it by using his Gravity Push technique. My
Father then appeared above Nether, grabbed him by the shoulder, and pushed him
to the ground and held him there. 


“Katana, now!” he ordered to me.


I quickly sprinted over. Jumping
towards Nether, I grabbed his arm and took Master Nether’s orb.  Suddenly,
Nether’s aura raged and pushed us back. We landed on our feet and Nether
transformed into his Shadow Form.


‘Of course, he didn’t die,’ I thought
to myself.


Vanquisher commanded, “Nether,
come!”


Nether dashed extremely fast past
me and my Father knocking us back, but we blocked the attack with our swords.
Nether quickly grabbed Vanquisher’s arm and got absorbed into Dark Vanquisher.
Vanquisher’s power got stronger, more powerful. The ground was starting to
shake violently. A storm formed quickly in the darkness, as the sky grew dark
and began to storm around us. It was hard to stand or see clearly with the wind
blowing as hard it was.


Vanquisher looked at me and stated,
“It’s time you all died, so I can bring complete darkness to this world!”


My father stuck his sword in the
ground and powered up, transforming into his Water Form. He then appeared in
front of Vanquisher and slashed at him with a blade of water that quickly
formed in his hand. Vanquisher held off the attack with his own sword.


My Father then replied, “That isn’t
happening.”


“Ryuu, Regan, Mabel, and Ansel. 
Give your master power to Tana now!” Vlaykre yelled.  


The four of them took red pills and
ran over to me and I absorbed their powers and orbs. I had all the orbs now.
They all fell over, feeling weak. Vlayru managed to run over and catch Ansel,
then she passed out. Regan, Mabel, and Ryuu dropped to one knee. I now had all
the powers. My father was then pushed back, but he landed on one foot and
pushed off the ground and landed next to me.


“This is your time. This is what
you have been traveling around on your pilgrimage for. Now, unleash your Cast
Form,” My Father explained, his voice echoed slightly from the Water Form.


I started having doubts like I
couldn’t do it. Vanquisher began to walk toward us but was stopped by Vlaykre
who was using his gravity powers to hold him back, but he was struggling and
shaking. Vanquishers movements slowed.


 “Tana, I sense your doubt and your
fear. Let go of them,” My Father said to me.


He put his hand on my shoulder. I
looked at him and felt my eye start to tear up.


“I don’t know, Father. I’m scared
of my powers. I’m scared I’ll lose someone I care about if I lose control,” I
replied.


Vlaykre let go and dropped to one
knee. Vanquisher took another step. but then, Miro and Icarus appeared. Miro
shot constant lightning at Vanquisher, while Icarus used his sand to bury
Vanquisher’s feet. They were struggling as well.


“Tana there is nothing to fear. It
is your power. You must take control of it. And we are here to help. That’s
what friends and family are for. To support each other, especially in times of
need,” My Father explained.


He then transformed into his Shadow
Form. His mask was a skull with some clown makeup, his cape now was a buttoned-up
black trench coat, and had black gloves on. His sword also changed to his
shadow sword which was slimmer and kind of plain, which was the opposite of the
rest of the shadow swords I’ve seen. 


He turned to me and said, “Let go.”


Sabre appeared in front of
Vanquisher, followed by Vlaykre appearing next to him. 


They both nodded and yelled, “Water
Funnel!”


They both unleashed a constant beam
consisting of a Water Blast surrounded by a purple swirl of aura and was
directed at Vanquisher. Vanquisher managed shielded himself with his sword. I
saw I the corner of my eye the black aura surrounding Nether Remnant dissipated
and fell on his hands and knees and was breathing heavy.  


 “it’s time to end this. Katana do
it,” Sabre ordered.


My attention was snapped back to
Vanquisher. I took a moment and thought about everything. I looked over and saw
my Mother, who looked badly injured get helped up by Regan. Looked at her worried.
She looked back with a serious look. I knew she was telling me the same thing
my father just told me. We are all here because we looked out for each other.
And I’m wasn’t about to lose that to darkness.


“Got it,” I acknowledged back,
nodding my head. 


Just then, Remnant appeared next to
me and was about to slash at my face with his scythe. 


A purple aura appeared behind Spex.
Spex and Icarus’s attention quick changed to see two people appearing in the
aura. One of them was his dad. The other was a shorter female in a black and
red robe. He paused the playback and stood up. 


“Dad, what are you doing here?”
Spex asked.


The man adjusted his hood and Spex
could now see his face better. It was the face of Vlaykre. He was starting to
get old and part of the goatee he was growing was gray.


“We came to check on you, son,” Vlaykre
said to him.


Spex got confused, “You and this
woman?”


The woman put down her hood and
revealed a middle-aged woman with red hair.


“What you don’t recognize your own
mother?” she said with a smirk.


Spex’s mouth dropped open with
shock, almost horror. He couldn’t believe what he was seeing. Her smirk turned
to seriousness.


“Spex, what’s wrong?” she asked
him.


Spex was trying to process this and
questioned, “You’re…. alive? How?!”


 She tilted her head in confusion then
looked at Vlaykre, who looked back at her in confusion as well. Then looked
back at Spex.


“Spex, you know how. Your mother
here, Zenthra, was almost killed in a construction accident while she was
walking by, but I saved her at the last minute. That was right before I found
out that you were my son.” Vlaykre explained.


“Construction accident? But you
died during a construction accident,” Spex said.


He shook his head. Then turned to
hide his tears. He was happy that his mother was alive, but sad because he now
knows its mother or the timeline.


“Spex, dear?” Zenthra asked him.


Spex sniffled, “Can you take Icarus
back home. I need to go.”


Spex then disappeared in his aura.
He appeared at the battleground where everyone was. He put his goggles on and
pulled up his hood. Vanquisher was being held back by Sabre, Miro, Icarus, and
his dad. He saw Remnant, who was about to kill Tana. He began to get very angry.


“Bastard,” He said. 


He quickly put his hand up and
stopped him with his time powers. He walked closer while still having his hand
up.


“Tana! Focus on Vanquisher! I have
a score to settle with him.” Spex ordered.


Spex then ran and tackled Remnant
out of the way as he continued time around Remnant. He jumped away from him and
prepared to fight Remnant. He then started to regret not grabbing his short
sword. 


“Master time!” Tana yelled.


                Spex turned and saw her create and sword and
threw it to him. Spex smirked, spun around and grabbed the sword. He stopped
and readied the sword in Nether Remnant’s direction. They then started
fighting.


Tana then unleashed all the powers
of the masters and started to glow white. Remnant finished getting up. He
grunted in anger and began to fight Spex. Tana appeared behind Vanquisher and
put her hands up. She then blasted an aura beam of complete light at
Vanquisher.  Everyone holding him back jumped out of the way at the last
minute. 


“No!” Vanquisher yelled in pain. 


Remnant’s attention was turned to
Vanquisher.


 “NO!” Remnant yelled.


Spex took the opportunity and
stabbed Remnant in the side of the chest. He then dropped face down, same with
Vanquisher. Dark Vanquisher’s power then faded to almost nothing. Everyone let
up their attacks.


“He’s in a coma. There’s no way to
actually kill him.” Sabre explained. 


He then transformed back to normal.
The world around us changed to something funky looking. One side of our
surroundings was what looked like a bunch of rainbow-colored spots, while the
other was pure white.


“What is going on? Where are we?”
asked Mabel.


Ryuu then spoke, “We are in-between
the Living Realm and Purgatory Realms.”


Hana then realized something, “Does
this mean Sabre has to leave with Vanquisher again?”


She started to look worried. She
stood up on her own and walked over to Sabre. She fell into Sabre, who grabbed
her and wrapped his arms around her.


“No, not this time,” A similar
voice answered.


We all turned and saw the Creator
standing there with Ryder and Obris standing on either side.


“It’s good to see you, Sabre,” The
Creator said to Sabre.


Sabre smirked and replied, “Good to
see you as well. Same with you Ryder.” 


“Always good to see you,” Ryder
replied.


Sabre walked up to Ryder and fist
bumped each other with a smirk. Sabre then turned to The Creator.


“So, I’m not going to watch over
Vanquisher, like last time?” he asked.


Obris stepped forward and answered,
“You’ve already done your duty. This time, it’s my turn to watch over him. you
are free to go home.”


“Thanks, Obris,” Sabre said to him,
smiling big.


Obris smiled back and nodded. Tana
looked down at herself, examined her hands, and looked confused.


 “What happened to the master
orbs?” she asked. 


The master orbs appeared floating
around The Creator.


“To protect the orbs, I have to
spread them across the continent again in hiding. That’s how it has to be.” The
Creator explained.


“Do we have to collect them again?”
Vlayru asked.


“No, we don’t. We should leave them
to where ever they end up. When the Masters are needed again, we’ll find them.”
Vlaykre said.


“With that, we will take our leave,”
The Creator spoke.


The Creator, Ryder, Obris
surrounded Vanquisher, gave a bow to us, and they then disappeared. The world
returned to normal afterward. Just then, Nether Remnant jumped up.


“I guess it’s on to another part of
the timeline,” Remnant said.


He quickly tore open a portal with
the blade of his scythe. Spex then started to realize something about the
staff.


“Is that the Reaper’s staff? I
don’t think so!” Spex yelled.


He ran towards him, ready to punch
him hard in the face. As he punched him, Remnant hit him in the back of the
head with the bottom end of the scythe’s handle. They both fell then into the portal
and it closed behind them.









Epilogue – The Future


 


It’s been a year since I took down
Dark Vanquisher with the help from friends and family. I was still living with
my Mother and Father. it has been wonderful living with them both. My Father
has been teaching me the more advanced water techniques like creating weapons
with water and manipulating the water found around me like lakes and rain. He
was glad that I was born with water powers like him.


One day, when it was a perfect day
outside, so I decided to go out into the fields and sit in the grass. I looked
up and stared into the sky. It was mostly clear skies with a few clouds. There
was a slight breeze that came and went every few minutes. Life has been great
lately and I wanted it to be like this forever. My father then came out from
the house to join me.


“Nice day out, huh?” he asked me.


I replied with a smile, “Yes, it
is.”


“I’m thinking about starting a
school for people to learn how to control their elemental powers.” He said to
me.


I looked at him and replied, “That
would be awesome. You’re a great teacher, I could totally see you do that.”


“Well, I would see about getting
other people to teach the other elements. Maybe even get Vlaykre.” Sabre
explained.


I thought about it for a moment,
then spoke, “Naw, he wouldn’t do that.”


“Ha ha, Yeah, you’re right,” Sabre
replied with a laugh.


He studied me then said, “I’m glad
you kept the necklace I gave you. I put some of my aura into that. I figured it
would help awaken your power.”


“You knew that I would be a water
user, like you?” I asked him.


“No, I just hoped you would,” He
joked.


We both laughed for a minute. Master
Time then crossed my mind.


“Have you been able to find Master
Time, yet?” I asked him.


My father sighed and answer,
“Sadly, not yet. But, we will keep looking. Vlaykre as been busy lately though.
He started seeing some woman. Said he saved her and that they knew each other
from way back. It’s first he’s told me about her.”


I replied, “Interesting.”


We both then stared up at the sky.


40 years later, a young man is seen
roaming the streets of Central Union. He didn’t know who he was or where he was
from. He had been roaming around for a while. He was hungry and tired. He fell
over face down on the sidewalk. a person in a black stealth suit walked past
him. the person stopped and turned to see the young man struggling to get up.
He looked around and then helped him up.


“There you go. You’re welcome,” The
person said.


“Thank you,” Replied the young man.


The young man examined him and saw
the person was a male.


The young man asked, “Who are you?”


“I could ask you the same,
stranger,” The robed man said.


The young man sighed and rubbed his
forehead.


Spex the answered, “To be honest,
I’m not really sure, but I think my name is Spex.”


The robed man then replied, “Huh,
well nice to meet you. Do you need help?”


“I do, actually,” He answered.


“Follow me then, I know a place
that can help,” The robed man said.


He turned to continue off in the same
direction he was walking in before. Spex followed him.


Spex then asked, “I didn’t get your
name by the way.”


They stopped and the robed man
turned to Spex.


“The name is Revolver,” He answered
in response.
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