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It was the dawn of the third age of mankind. ...ten years after the Earth-Minbari war. The Babylon Project was
a dream given form. Its goal: to prevent another war, by creating a place where humans and aliens could work

out their differences peacefully. It's a port of call, home away from home, for diplomats, hustlers, entrepreneurs,
and wanderers. Humans and aliens, wrapped in two million, five hundred thousand tons of spinning metal. . .all
alone in the night. It can be a dangerous place, but it's our last, best hope for peace. This is the story of the last

of the Babylon stations. The year is 2258. The name of the place is. .

BABYLON 5’

.........................................................................................................................................................................................................

March 14, 1885, 10 p.m. EST: J. MICHAEL
STRACZYNSKI, creator and head writer of the
Babylon 5 television show, and CLALDIA
CHRISTIAN, who pleys Susan Ivanova, appeared
as special guests of DC Comics Online, in an
event hosted by DC's Michael Leib,

For those who weren't able to attend (and
those who want the hard copy), this is an
edited version of how the conversation went. ..

DCOMLeib: We're here with Babylon 5 creator

J. Michael Straczynski and Claudia Christian,
Commander Susan lvanova from the show. Welcome!
Jms at B5: Hi, all.

ClaudiaBb: Hi, everyone! What's up?

Jms at B5: | should mention that Claudia braved
temible freeways to be here... only a few wrecked
cars on the side of the road to show for it.
DCOMLeib: Let's get started with our first
question from BahG.

Question: | really enjoy watching Babylon b. | think
lvanova’s character is great. How much of yourself
goes into it?

ClaudiaB5: As much as they allow on an 8 o'clock
show.

DCOMLeib: A question from MSteenber for Claudia...
Question: Claudia, do you feel you broke new
ground with your character, lvanova, being the
first female-in-high-command in science fiction?
How do you feel about your newest “rival,” Kate
Mulgrew from Star Trek: Voyager?

ClaudiaB5: Absolutety, to part one of your question. . .
To part two — they must have hefium on the Voyager,

Jms at B5 = J. Michael Straczynski
ClaudiaBb = Claudia Christian
DCOMLeib = Michael Leib, DC host
LOL = Laugh Out Loud
VBG = Very Big Grin
BTW = By the Way
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DCOMLeib: The next question comes from Landtrout...
Question: Claudia, why do you wear only one
earring on the show?

ClaudiaB5: In memory of my brother, both real and
in the series, who died.

DCOMLeib: An often asked question from Asmat...
Question: Will Sinclair return in a starring role?
Jms at Bb: There are no plans at this time, though
we will see him again at some point.

DCOMLeib: A continuity question from Adewald...
Question: Hi. Love the show. It is very addictive. Can
you tell us how closely the comic is following the
storyline? And the recent novel as well?

Jms at B5: They tend to parallel the storyline in the
series; you can get more information from them, but
they're not required reading per se. Some minor
elements will be different, but overall, the events
that happen in them also happen in the series.
DCOMLeib: Our next question for Claudia comes
from Gratfuldy...

(Question: Claudia, how do you like playing lvanova?
ClaudiaB5: Beats working at Ralph's. No, seriously,
I love my job and the character of Susan. -
Jms at B5: | should mention that a writer can
write all the great lines he wants, but they're
useless...unless you have someone as talented as
Claudia and the others to bring them to life.
DCOMLeib: The information we're all here for. . .a
question asked by KrisVC. ..
(uestion: Love the show. What is in store for the
rest of the season? .

Jms at B5: What, you want me to tell you the end
of the story? Is this some leftover trace. . .of the
communist system in operation? Who sent you?
The Centauri?

DCOMLeib: LOL

Jms at B5: Lots of things blow up. Then it gets quiet
Then somebody isn't who we thought that person was.
Then more stuff blows up. Then something mind-
bogglingly awful happens. And then we wait for next

Season.
ClaudiaB5: And those are just the commercials.
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DCOMLeib: A behind-the-scenes question from
Elissapax...

Question: What is the general mood of the show
taping? Is there a lot of joking, etc. or does
everyone pretty much take things seriously?
ClaudiaB5: We have a ball making BS. At least | do.
Jms at B5: Simple answer; as you walk down the
halls of the BS production office. . .the one sound
you hear most is laughtec. And every day,
everybody eats lunch together behind the stage
— writers, actors, producers, directors, crew,
everybody. People have fun, have bithdays, hang
out after work. . .it’s a great, fun environment. . .
and a lot of practical jokes,

DCOMLeib: BFlipp has a question about the origin
of BS...

Question: How did the concept of BS come about?
Jms at BS: | grew up on the sagas, and always
wondered why no one’s ever done anything for
TV on the scale of the Lensman books or Lord of
the Rings or Dune or Childhood's End. .. so |
figured I'd do it myself. Took us from 1987 to
1991 1o get it going on film,

DCOMLeib: MSteenber has a question about the
second season. . .

Question: Claudia, how is the cast reacting to the
“new” captain? s he up to par with the old
commander? How do you think the show has
evolved with his presence? -

(laudiaB5: Bruce has brought a sense of
professionalism and an interesting levity to the
show. | thoroughly enjoy working with him.

Jms at BS: Bringing in Sheridan has also allowed
us to promote Ivanova into more interesting jobs.
ClaudiaBb: | would have never broken my foot.
DCOMLeib: DRays has a question about the
mysterious Kosh. . .

Question: So, when do we get a peek at the REAL
Ambassador Kosh, or at least what's inside the suit?
Jms at B5: Later this season. We unveil him totally,
DCOMLeib: Penguin has a question about
lvanova’s future. . .

!HLLLJJ.[__" WGK Editor
L'Hilll b Marketing
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Question; Claudia — Any good stories in the
near future that feature lvanova?

Jms at BS: Prior to this conference, yes.
ClaudiaB5: Yes, the next episode we will be
shooting. It's called “Divided Loyalties.”

Jms at BS: We really haven't serviced lvanova as
well as we should have in stories. . .One of my jobs
for now and the next season is changing that. Claudia
is too good to waste, as stated, parking cars.
ClaudiaB5: That and getting me a higger trailer.
Jms at B5: On the other hand. . .

DCOMLeib: Jim in KC has a compliment for both
of you...

(uestion: While not wanting to be gushy about it,
| would like to thank you both for what is in my
opinion the best SF series I've ever seen and is
curently my only must-see show.

ClaudiaB5: Thanks, you have excellent taste. VBG
Jms at BE: Thanks; its the result of a lot of hard work
by & lot of talented, dedicated people in our crew, cast,
and production office; | just get to bask in the reflected
accomplishments.

DCOMLeib: One from BabG. . .

Question: Will lvanova’s character get a romantic
interest this season?

Jms at B5: In @ manner of speaking.

ClaudiaBB: If Joe lets me hreak my curfew.

Jms at B5: Hell, you've broken everything else
around here.

DCOMLeib: JMS. . .a question about Londo from
GenaKHoo. . .

Ouestion; JMS — Do you see Londo as a character
who is imedeemable? Where do you see him going?
Jms at B5: Londo’s arc is light and funny, to dark
and funny, to dark and tragic, to tragic and light,
so there’s a chance for him toward the end.
DCOMLib: A question for Claudia from
OlexeyT35. ..

Question; If the show runs its entire five years,
will you stay with it?

ClaudiaBB: If they'll have me.

Jms at B5: We're happy to have Claudia,
DCOMLeib: A question about Minhari technology
from FalenFire. . .

Question: If the Minbari surrendered to Earth, why
o the Minbari still have technology that Earth can
only admire? Didn't Earthforce capture any Minbari
craft in the war?

Jms at B5: Captured Minbari vessels? No. They
usually got fragged. If you gave an abarigine an F14
fighter, he could examine i, but making it work. ..
that's a different issue. They're quite a bit more
advanced,

DCOMLeib: A question about the shadows from
Boehmund. . .

Question: JMS — We just watched “The Long
Dark” again, and the Shadow in there looks rather
humanoid, while the ones we saw talking to
Marden looked insectoid. ls there more than one
species?

Jms at B5: The shadows have their servants,
which are being recalled to their places of power.
That was one of their lower-level types.
DCOMLgib: A question about action from Yorgos...
Question: Claudia, is your character going to be
more involved in the action scenes this season?
ClaudiaB5: I'd love to kick a little more butt.

Jms at B5: This is one of the things | have to
correct, giving her more in this respect.
DCOMLeib: The inevitable “cliffhanger” question
from Adamse. . .

(uestion: So, can we expect a hig cliffhanger at
the end of the season?

Jms at B5: Not a cliffhanger per se; definitely
we're going to upend some more tables,

but. . .not @ cliffhanger in quite the same way as
“Chrysalis.” We plan to end big, though.
DCOMLeib; Claudia, another question for you, from
Clyde Dee.

(uestion: Claudia. do you ever see yourself in a
role where you may take over B5 or perhaps
another outpost? By the way, you are one of the
hest actors on the show.

ClaudiaBB: Thank you, thank you. And yes, | plan
to be the Captain in the sitcom version of B5,
Jms at BS: <thud>

DCOMLeib: Okay. . .another question about the
“Acts of Sacrifice” episode from RonBS. . .
(uestion: In the episode “Acts of Sacrifice,” how
many times did you have to do lvanova’s “sex”
scene with the visiting ambassador until you got
a take where no one cracked up laughing?
ClaudiaB5: To the ambassador's disappointment
— it was a one-shot deal.

Jms &t BS: | was on set; she nailed it from the
starting take.

ClaudiaB5: Nailed. . .nice choice of words, Joe.
Jms at B5: | are a riter...i LEam it GooD
Question: | know JMS is experienced with the
Intemet. How about yourself? Do you keep up
with the newsgroup?

ClaudiaB5: | just leamed to turn my Powerbook
off, thank you,

DCOMLeib: | should mention that in the DC
Comics movies and TV section there is an
autographed picture of Claudia available for
download.

Jms at B5: | may write a 4-issue story arc this
summer for the comic book, htw.

DCOMLeib: A question about lvanova's
relationship with Psi Corps.. ... from Keith7012.
Ouestion: lvanova is apparently a latent telepath.
One storyline left off with her making friends with
the station’s resident telepath. Will this storyline
be used to further the Babylon 5 mission?
ClaudiaB5: They don't tell me anything around
here. | have to wait until the scripts come out.
Jms at BS: Yes, there will be a development of
the relationship with Talia in the storyline. What
most folks don't know, btw, is that Claudia (not
kidding here) has & genius 10, and reads a
massive number of books per week.

ClaudiaBb; Here's your fifty bucks, Joe.

Jms at BE: | live to serve.

DCOMLeib: Bahemund asks an interesting question..
(uestion: Let’s say — heaven forhid — something
happens that prevents B5 from finishing out its 5-year
mun, Will you finish the arc in another medium, or just
let us poor jamokes hang?

Jms at B5: This story will be told. |can’t even
allow any other passibility to be considered, or
itd never get done.

ClaudiaB5: Or we'll do it as dinner theatre,

Jms at BE: (sigh. . .we have to work with her, you
know.)

DCOMLeib: One last question. . . from ZaZoou..
Question: JMS, | know you've been asked this a
thousand times, but what was your inspiration for B5?
Jms at BS: Wanting to do a show responsibly;
wanting to tell a story that would be equal to the

sagas that precede us. . .wanting o see the show
as a fan myself. . .wanting to work with. . . Clautia

Christian. . .being vastly disappointed . . .and
wanting to leave something of value behind. | think
this has the chance to be it. And with (all
seriousness) a cast as talented and bright and
hardworking as this one, as embodied by the quick-
witted Claudia, who is honestly a joy to wark with,
| think we have the chance to accomplish that.
ClaudiaB5: Hear, hear. Long live Babylon 5!
DCOMLeib: Well, that brings another DC Comics
Online auditorium session to a close. ..I'd like to
thank Claudia and JMS for taking time out to
answer all your questiens. |'d like to also thank
you, the audience, for your participation.

Jms at BG: De nada,

ClaudiaB5: Thank you for the opportunity.
DCOMLeib: A transcript will be available in the
DC Comics transcripts area. . .

Jms at B5: Whether you want it or not.
DCOMLeib: Well, that's it, everyone. . . thanks and
good night.
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T J Keffe ﬁw confront the Centauri. .




