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.. .HEY, WHY
SHUALLOAR7 T BE
FRIENPLY?

WE'RE
GETTING CLOS
¥ TO CIVILIZATION,
i GARIBALDPI. LET'S
HOPE IT'S
FRIENPLY.

SURE, KEFFER. WE WENT ON AN ,

LNAL 7RO ZED M/SSon Jll

TO FOLLOW AMBASSADOR MOLLARI [ i
60T A77ACALE BY AWEIRP el

FIGHTER SHIE CX€ASAL ANPEP ON I G

' cARCASM , GARIBALPI. T
THIS GOVFORSAKEN PLANET. .. W ' 2o~ e PicTuRE.
~ e " y "

L

¥

o0 o

THE MAP SAIP
THIS PLANET 1S
S CENTALRI-CONTROLLEP ¥ °
N YOU'D BETTERHOPE |
P LONPO PDESN'T HAVE /-
S\ FRIENPS HERE IN 4
HIGH PLACES. /W

‘ BT

TD CONTACT BABYLON 5/
THEN WE ALMOST GET

ALEAS...

-

e el ——
SN LT AME
SNCLAMR IND ME, |

Sy

YOU SAIP OUE CRASH REMINPEP YOU OF

WHAT HAPPENED WITH S/ALL A& ON MARS.

- WHEN YOU TWD FIRST MET, YEARS AGD ?
'“m.,____‘___‘_‘_-_ '

| somEonE AP CAUBED
OUR SHUTTLE CRASH,

o A
'._-‘,..r""' T.*Im
L T ~ -\"\. ’

CRASHED SHIP
NO ONE KNEW
OUR LOCATION-
OR SITUATION.
DU YOLI ANP ME,
/8 f HERE. . .

T ’ T S Ers) ]
L of g r 3 .y FLAF i F il
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=1 | “MAVBE IT WAS EVEN THE SAME |
|| 50METHING T SUSPECTED WAS
S | TAMMING OLR COMS AS WE GOT
| CLOSER, CUTTING US OFF FROM
S| TALKING TD EACH OTHER OR
LIEUTENANT SANCHEZ. . .
s J_ S re - P —————

] "ASSLUMING SHE WAS STILL W

ALY

AL/VE BACK N THWE SHUTTLE. " [l
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“T COULDN'T PROVE

ITTO SINCLAIR, BUT WE
WERE LOW ON AIR, AND OLIR
COMS HAD STOPPEP WORKING, B
50 THE ARGLING HAP TD WA,
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“WHATEVEK
IT WAS WE
FOUNE

.. .CLEARLY wASA 7T

SUPPDSED TD BE THEHE

L1




V. MICAAEL STREACZYN S/ — 5TORY PREMISE i-
T DeiHd A4S — WRITER ol
TN &G WAY— ARTIST L
TRACY AAMPTON MIASEY— LETTERER
ROBEE BSCA— COLORIST

JAMES McCAAN ~— ASS5I5TS

LALEA &y TTACO K~ EPITOR

BASEP ON THE WARNER BR0OS. TELEVISION

SERIES SABYLON 5 CREATEPD BY

| MYSETELY TXAEG SINCLAIR
HAD BEEN LOOKING FOR 2

“ANV PROBABLY DPIPN'T WANT
ANYONE TD KNOW IT WAS.

"WE HAD TWO CYLINPERS APIECE LEET
THAT MEANT WE HAD ONLY " %@<E
AELES TO FIND ANOTHER SUPPLY OF
Al BEFORE WE SSFOCATED.




“T'D NEVER
SEEN S5HIPE
LIKE THAT )
: BEFORE, I HAU -
NO \TEA WHD )
/ THEY BELONGEV
%" x TD. . 2
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AL /A S %
N YSINCLAIR PIPN'T RUSH UP TD GEEET .
! THE NEW ARRIVALS, 50 T ASSUMED HE ||
PIPN'T RECOGNIZE THEM, EITHER. '
“UP UNTIL NOW, T MPN'T KENOW |
A ALL THAT MUCH ABOLT SINCLAIR. |
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.-#\ someng ey

“ANP NO \DEA IF
SINCLAIR KNEW.
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s i) _f:
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'
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| “THE ENEMY T FEAR MOST 19

THE ENEMY I PON'T KNOW.

“HE OR SHE— OR
7| 17— CAN GET Vou
] ANY WHERE,
ANY T7AAE.

i
.lr_—r /)
s

A0 RULES.
NP MERCY.

o

“THAT WAS
CHANGING,
THOUGH.
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me» /

THE OTHER GLIYS
HAD TD USE AN
| AL7TERNATIVE
- i way TO

"I'VE ALWAYS GONE WITH IS} = COMMLUINICATE...~
MY /7™ /ASTINVET. KING BIAE R —— :

OF A SURVIVAL THING

N e el = B

"OUR COMS WERE BEING |
TAMMEP, WHICH, TO mv
KNOWLEDPGE , MEANT ALL
COMMLUNICATIONS WERE
TAMMETD,




“ANP THE
POSSIBILITIES
MAPE MY
SKKIN CRAWL .~
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B ' T'D SLSASL7EL WE WERE
PDEALING WITH TELEPATHS. SINCLAIR
HADP THE SAME IPEA— BUT TDOK IT
| ONE STEP AL@ 72458, THAT'S WHY

Wi HE HAP ME KNOCK HIM

UPSY-DPAISY,
SLEEPING
BEAUTY.
UNCONSCIOUS WITH MY
NEEPLER.

S — T
i S=——
=l IEIII
=il ll
e
—— e |
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"50 THEY COULDN'T
REALZ A7&5 MNZ,

WRITING N PIRT
ISN'T MY CREFERRED
WAY TD COMMLINICATE, BUT
I WAS 72Y/A45 TO TELL YOou
BACK THERE THAT I THINK

 THESE GLIYS ARE CONPUCTING
COVERT™ ALUMAN-ALIEN

_ ACTIVITYES.

“WHEN WE SAW THEIR ||
| LELMETS HAD NO COMS,

| T KNEW HE WAS RIGHT—
| “THAT MADE WHAT
HE TOLD ME NEXT,
ABOUT HIS MISSION,
EVEN MORE SCARY. " d

AND THEY
ONLY SENT
voLr/~ ANP W2
GLL/NVTS TO 2
RS INVESTIGATE?

THAT'S IT. TWO OTHER MISSIONS WERE P
SENT OUT BEFORE US. ALL WE FOUNP WAS THE HEY. WHAT WAPPENED _
TIP OF ONE HUMAN EAR —NOTHING ELSE. TD THE PRUNK WHO ALMOST
: . —= GOT ME KILLEP THEELEE
T
/ SOUNPS LIKE TS N THE LAS

EARTHFORCE
CONSIPERS YOU
EXPENPABLE.

T BYPASSEP
NORMAL PROTOCOL
ANP WENT WITH YOUR
INPEPENPENTLY —RUN
SHUTTLE SERVICE.

L WELL, THE P.T.'S
HAVE HIM FEELING A
“' LITTLE ELGY RIGHT
R NOw, 50 LET'S NOT
L TRY FOR FSois.

RIGHT NOW, !
GAR IBALDI, YOU mAaY T

BE THE ONLY ONE I
CAN TRUST,

l W
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Mg

{_




“WONCE WE HAD? TRANSFORTATION,
THE PLAN WAS SIMPLE: RUN FOR 1T

L B

B
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|
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“50, WE SWITCHEP |
TO PLAN B: PLAY
ALDONG LNTIL WE

N PRISONERS OUT OF THE
I CRAWLEZ AND HOPED NO

o B ONE WOLILP FIND THEM—AT

- OT ANYTIME S00N

"I WANTED A DPRINK.
LA, BAD

“IT WAS EITHER THAT,
Ok I HAP TO &0 TD
THE BATHEOOM

TR - W 1R

“T KEPT THINKING ABOUT THOSE
BOPIES. THEY SURE LOO&EL HUMAN. B

" ¥z
i N -

fesd

“SINCLAIR ANP T BOTH
HAP THE SAME PEA
ABOUT WHO THEY WERE

“"BUT NEITHEK OF US WANTED
TO SAY IT ALOUP.
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[ ~we'v PASSED THE POINT OF |}
NO RETURN. THE ONLY OPTION
WAS TD TRY TO SLEAZ

/& WITH THE REST OF THEM."

fr"rf.:fill
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“SINCLAIR STAVEP INSIFE
THE CKAWLER WHILE T
GOT OUT. I PIPN'T WANT
THEM SEEING HIS BROKEN
WRIST. Ry o

THOUGH, WE'D BE
FOUNP OUT

" BUT IT SURE FELT GOOP
TD HAVE THAT RUSH OF
ALCENALINVE GONG
THROUGH MY SYSTEM AGAIN.”
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“AFTER THE CCAWLER WAS LDAPED, WE U

i '
F i Al

B T FELT LIKE WE g
WERE LIVING THE [lae
STORY OF JONAH... | ;

WE M . SWALLOWED INTO THE
Sl BELLY OF THE WHALE.

YTHIS BEAST HAFP TDO MANY
BELLIES FOR MY TASTE, THOUGH "'




“ISAW.. I SFL7
PARKNESS, CLOSING IN.

“T WANTEP TO GIVE UP. RIGHT “'GARIBALDPI, YOU MAY
THEN, THE SAFEST PLACE IN BE THE ONLY ONE I
THE WORLDP SEEMED TD BE . CAN TRUST.""
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“WE WERE IN 50 VEEP, T
KNEW IF WE WERE TD ESCAPE,
WE'l? NEED A PIVERSION.
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i/ “TGOT OUT TO UNLOAD THE

-l B BOXES, T HAD SEEN SOMETHING
e il Sl T WANTED IN ONE OF THEM
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*A PIVERSION BIG& ENOUGH o L
TO BE SEEN BY ANVONE WHO |
MIGHT BE LODKING FOR US

o

“DESPITE THE PANGER, I was [l

o
f/f.ﬂ?z’f HARD NOT TO NOTICE THE h S

STRANGENESS ALL AROUNP ME.

L] “ANP THE MORE T SAW, THE 'l N
2R MORE ANSWERS T WANTED. J
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“PIP? I PAUSE 72X L2NVE 7
PIP I ACT SLASE/C/OLBLY ?

“THEY WERE CONPUCTING SOME KINP OF |
MELVCAL EXFPEL/MENT, BUT WHY ?

,?'%_ LY A U'.-'..-'-' ..|. s 7, ' afentl, "'_1.
| peevars wy TG ;?,fii" O
Bl GAVE ME AWAY. IT WAS BOLIND -;:1 7 H 'g__‘ j
i ! v .-J

TASEEN . 4

W 1em

-y 5 T

“LOOKEP LIKE 7%4&Y WERE GOING /
T0 BECOMNE THE P/ASTRACT/ON.,,”

T e . THEY'P HAVE TO | L™ i
=== WO&A4 FOR IT. \




s ok

“ T EELT THEIR MINPS WRAFPFING
AROLINTZ MY OWN, WXLL#I_J”G ME
TD GIVE UP THE GRENAPES.

,‘. =

“AH, NUMBER 207—MY |
LLCKY NLAMBER
HAP ARRIVED. *




me.wv r:awaEP sz LONG —
| WE MAPE A CLEAN GETAWAY.

“1 GUESS WHATEVER
WAS UNPER THAT
BUBBLE, THEY WANTEDP
T SAVEP. BAPLY.

“IF THERE S5TILL WAS
ANY THING TD ‘SAVE

%.r;

WENT BALK FOR 5 . RIS AR LOOKS LIKE
_ GANCHEZ. T KEPT [= RSN 725 TIME, You
50 74EA WHAT, ) | _ WATCHING FOR THE | WEAPONS AND Ghuy AND T WON'T BE
GARIBALDI? / \TELEPATHS, BUT THEY| N COME WITH [N SR SO LUCKY.
HEUEE 5HMEP us / Al o Oy

VIR gy




, A
LOOK, TUST CALL. THE STATION—CALL QN
BABYLON 5 ANP SPEAK TO CAPTAIN SHEZIDAN . N
HE'LL COZROBORATE OUR STORY

e

“THE PENALTY FOR SPVYING
15 EXECUTION, MR. KEFFER
ANV MR. GARIBALPI. "
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YEAH, £&457,
KEFFER. THEN WE CAN
EXECUTE US A MM EEL =
FOR GOING ON AN

UNAUTHORIZED
; MISS|ON.

WE'VE TUST COMPLETED AN ,
INVESTIGATION OF YOURZ CLAIMS. THERE
15 AP EVEOEACE THAT A SHIP :
CRASHED AT THE SITE YOU PESCRIBER *
LT R R i,
: > NEITHER P'P WE SEE ﬂ"’-"';'.i:‘
, U/ OF AFIGHT IN THE CLEARING YOU
a | MENTIONEP ANT YOU STILL HAVEN'T
\  EXPLAINEV WWAY YOU WERE A&AL
b THIS PLANET IN THE &/257" PLACE,

Y .i{"q,-

£

pis

|

i, ..-—-l‘ o —

7 AMBASSATOR i
MOLLARI’ THE QUAPRANT 377/

| AMBASSADOR | GREAT MAN WHO B0 LOWOY £ INSLVEP,

AL L

LONPO MOLLARI 2 GCOVERED oisbes 5
1S5 STATIONED QUAPRANT 37
\ THERE, IS FOR US FROM

HE NOT 2 . THE NARN

o

o
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PFERHAPS
£ MAY BE OF

ASSISTANCE?

WE HAVE PETAINED TWO
HUMANS WHO C£d/41 TO
WORK ON BABYLON 5. T BELIEVE
THEY ARE NARN SPIES ANU NEED
YOU TO Conv=7&a THIS,

15 IN A VERY IMPORTANT
CONFERENCE ANP CAAND7T
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I e
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¢ 0 TUE
T RIGHT THING,
\ VIR.

P,
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S aSRy

VES, YES, OF COURSE. |
MB. GARIBALD ANP
MR, ER. MR... 4

wd g e

_.rf*'ﬁ-;-ﬁ'.':' f WORP FROM HIM AND
ﬂ,ﬁ\ﬂ“b S WE'RE TOAST.
A4/ L Lo o _

3774

OH, PEAR, WE'S TRYING TD
TELL ME... SJMETXH A4S, BUT
11_; CAN'T REAP HUMAN LIPS... =

N ez
¥
I

NO, £545588
74575 T! YES,
YES, THEY RECEIVEP
; AMBASSAPOR LONPO'S
| LI5SV TOBEIN
B THAT SECTOR OF SPACE .
D, YOU MAY AFFORP
. THEM £SVELY
. COURTESY.
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e ol CHITTER-CHATTEZ Y
WITH ALL TUE RESPECT, T WOLLD :
LIKE TD HEAR THIS CONFIRMATION L/ . 1 GETTING ON MY

NERVES 7 WHAT 16—
FROM THE AMBAGGATDR HIMSELF MR, GAL/BALLY 4

. AMBASSAPOR
| MOLLAR| 1S 152y BLSY,
T ASSLEE YOU—

AP\

-ni ':rl (P g
& l- L 'J. f
(] {1, -

Tt —

AMBASSAPOR, MAYOR LINDA
WOULP LIKE YOU TU CONFIRM THAT
MR, GARIBALT! ANP MR, KEFFER WERE IN

CENTALRI( SPACE AT YOUR BEHEST...

5]

S

MR. GALEALZY,

.. .ANP IF You ik ALWAYS UP TO YOUR
CANALD7 CONFIRM THIS, HE NECK IN TROUBLE, AREN'T

Wil EXECL7TE THEM. YOU, MY FRIENP?

THEIR LIVES ARE
IN VOLAR HANDS, |
AMBASSADOR. .. £

L 4
gt 70
"THANK YOU FOR MAKING THAT
: /‘:E'ﬁ',?".::}" CLEAR, VIR... _

/~ UFE

/ WOULDPN'T BE

INTERESTING (F

K: WASAN 7.
__LONDD. _




Ll 2. PLEASE FORGIVE MY
Y ANCOMAETEA7 ABSISTANT
B FOR FORGETTING TD ACOT/<=Y
YOU . T ASSL42E5 YOU, IMwILL
A&7 HAPPEN AGAIN.

YES, MAYOR LINPAK, T GAVE MY FAENT
ME. GARIBALPI ANP HI5 ASSOCIATE PERMISSION
TO PASS THROUGH TUAT SECTOR DF SPACE

I APPRECIATE
THAT, AMBASSADOR . WHAT

WOLLD YOU LIKE METD ff
2O WITH THEM?

TRANSFER YOU
| TO COMMANPER
| IVANOVA. SHE
| WILL MAKE THE

NECESSARY

ARRANGEMENTS

T'M LOOKING
FORWARP TO
BUYING YOU A
PRINK SI2A7
ME. GARIBALD! 7,

718 THERE A PROBLEM,

__ AMBASSADOR ?

P A MINOR QUIBBLE, '\'| W
wi; oz i NG

VERY GOOP, SHALL
WE CONTINUE, THEN ?

%

Y,




“IT SEEMS YOUR ATTEMPT TO
PROVE LONDPO WAS CONPUCTING
AL ZCAL BT ALESS WNAS
FOR A7 44, MR . GARIBALPI.”

> mmsam::e mm_n_nm ::ouvucrev A N
ROUTINE (INSPECTION OF A CENTAUR! COLONY
B, ANU RETURNED PIRECTLY TO BABYLON G

t'" HE WAS NEVER EVEN A&E4& THEPLANET
\ WHERE YOU ANDP KEFFER GFEAEH—LANPE_E_’,_

"/- KN

— — l\_.
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AS778

YOU TELL SOME ~4A/7
b STORIES, MZ. GARIBALDI .

R

""l

h

I ‘™M FAMILIAR I'..lv.|’l."l"b-l

EAETHFDECE nrmee.-
PURING TUE PERIOP OF TiME
YOU WERE ON MARS ANP T
PON'T RECALL ANY MENTION
OF THE MISSION YOU'VE

™

N PESCRIBED WITH

iy

fz_\
F«MF LSTILLS
Y E?I'.J'H ‘T SEE WHAT IT
HA;: TO PO WITH VDLIE'
. BEING SHOT POWN
OVER A CENTAURI _

A=

P
o

. SINCLAIR. . _

Y

" THEN HE MUST &

&7 HAVE ANTICIPATEF ME
\J[ ANP CHANGED HIS PLANS

AT THE LAST MINUTE,
CAPTAIN SHERICAN,




1.-. .| i |
e e b L —

i 3 & L b T v SINCLAIR AND T WENT
/ THERE /S = § | | BACK FOR LIEUTENANT
i A CONNECTION, SANCHEZ. HALFWAY BALK
. CAPTAIN, YOU W\ | TD THE CRASH SITE THE

N\ BEE... COMMLINICAT IONS 9YSTEM

ON THE CRAWLER SUDPVENLY
BEGAN TD FLNCTION.

________

-l'u..... i'""- -"" Jllﬂ.f?.;'-
¢ A "'. et h o
“AFTER WE PICKEP UP LEEUTENANT MHH; L ’F K
AN BARTHFORCE SHUTTLE MET LIS—ANP WE ALL
HEAPEP BACK TD THE SXCAVAT7ON S/7F. ..

A

]

T il o e l;:“ <
OF EXPLOSIONS OR S MBS
TUST LIKE WHEN KEFFRER AND I GOT 6HOT :" __“*"

POWN ON THE CENTAURI PLANET.,

| EARTHFORCE CONPLCTED A
£ | THOROUGH SEARCH OF THE
AREA AND TURNED LP NOTHING. "
R R :

vy =

" AND T TAKE
ITYEL” FOUND

d

OWLY EVIPENCE WE
EVER FOUND THAT
.5..?11.:’-'.:?/14’5 WAS

b THEEE
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THE ALAEN SH/E WE ?:Eﬁuw ON
MARS LDOKS EXACTLY L THE SHIP
KEEFER SAW N &YV2ERSFACE WHEN
_JE HELVED RESCUE THE COR7ZEZ.

e i
s -

P You
TELL ANNONE?

- WITHOUT MORE

EVICOENCE, WHO'D
BELIEVE US? SINCLAIR
AN I AGREEP TD KEEP
' f{Tf OURSELVES.
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r

s
e
.........

BUT,

THERE'S SOMETHING
ELSE...
T ———..—"_F .‘

SOME THING'S OUT THERE,
CAPTAIN, SOMETHING &G ANV
LANGERL/S. AND T POESN'T WANT
U6 TO KNOW [T'6 OUT THERE.

P 5
- -':’J(_’i"- b I
=, N
el N A, [ LN e '\."..:

; I Ny BB LY e " THEN &££E° Youe
e ; LS TANCE. MR, GARIBALP,

FOR APPEARANCES, A ££°&/ MANL
WILL APPEAR ON YOURS ANP LIEUTENANT
KEFFER'S RECORPS REGARPING YOUR
T-. LNAL THOR ZEDP MISKS/W. .

— ==v 1

~ N

ANP LONPO'S INVOLVEPD.
T PON'T KNOW ~#, BUT 1
INTEND TO SALZ L7,

.._.E-LIT \FYOU TRY
AAY 75 AG LIKE THIS
AG4/4, T'LL KICK YOul DFF

THIS STATION BEFORE YOU CAN
. BLINK TWICE. &7 177

,Z e e VAR

{
.

T TOLY KEFFER ANP T'M TELLING YOU—WA7TA
VoL@ GACAK. T SEZL/EVE EVERYTHING YOUNE TOLY
ME, BUT THERE'S NOTHING WE CAN DU AT 747§ PUINT.
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WHEN THE

.. .T WANT YOU
THERE W/777 ME.

PISMISSED.




= _%*. PN Sﬂ LN —-"’"WAT PO YOU THINK, ™
Kmﬁrﬁ?ﬁip . ONE P1ECE. STILL " GARIBALDPI? 15 IT POSSIBLE
- < e EMPLOYED ol AANONVE SURVIVER THOSE
~- ~_ EXPLOSIONS ON MARS?
PR S P M| [ S P S N et

A

P PIP YOU S5HOW CAPTAIN SHERIPAN
WHAT YOU FOLUND ON MARS?

L]

..........

“HARP TO BEE HOW
ANYONE COULD
HAVE SURVIVEP. "
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YUP, AND ONE OF
THESE PAYS, KEFFER,

B\ WE'RE GOING TO FINP




“It was the dawn of the third age of mankind. . .ten years after the Earth-Minbari war. The Babylon Project was
a dream given form. Its goal: to prevent another war, by creating a place where humans and aliens could work
out their differences peacefully. It's a port of call, home away from home, for diplomats, hustlers, entrepreneurs,
and wanderers. Humans and aliens, wrapped in two million, five hundred thousand tons of spinning metal. . . all
alone in the night. It can be a dangerous place, but it's our last, best hope for peace. This is the story of the last
of the Babylon stations. The year is 2259. The name of the placeis... BABYLON 5’

.........................................................................................................................................................................................................

Dear Laura and Jim:

BABYLON 5 #5 ["With Friends Like
These...”); sure, | could go on at length about
Tim DeHaas’s story, the smiles at his exceflent
grasp of Londo and G'Kar and their rivalry, my
satisfaction at his ability with so many of the
rest of the ensemble and a well-wntten story
(most important of alll), and my pleasant
surprise that Joe [Straczynskd] let someone
else play with his Shadowmen. Others enjoy
expressing themselves that way, and they do it
better than I. My only critical comment on the
story would be that | hope it isn't going to be
just a chase/survival tale, because Garibaldi
and Keffer obviously will survive, so there’s no
suspense in that.

John Ridgway has been a favorite artist of
mine for a few years now. so | wasn't all that
surprised to find his art a big improvement over
Michael Netzer's and Carlos Garzon's. John
made a much better attempt at capturing the
look, feel, and details of BS. I'd welcome
John's return for another story arc. Also, Scott
Hampton did an excellent cover! | wish he
would stay on as permanent cover artist,

Why the price hike and slick paper?
Unless DC will upgrade to full process computer
color (which, considering the major source of
B5's effects, would be quite appropriate), this
price and format change are an undeserved and
unfair picking of the fans’ pockets.

Suggestions (as if | haven't already given
you enough lip, but you asked): Joe has
mentioned on the Net that John Ostrander,
Peter David, Bill Mumy, and Neil Gaiman might

 write upcoming arcs. | hope so, too, but some
of my dream writer/artist teams would be:
John Byme writing and inking, with Curt Swan
pencilling (Psi-Corps/political intrigues at Earth
Dome, maybe?); Archie Goodwin and Al

Williamson (possibly Starfuries against new
Raiders with exotic technology); John Arcudi
and Bob McLeod (maybe one of Catherine
Sakai's space surveys was hardly routine?);
and Walt Simonson and Gil Kane (an
undercover walk on the wild side among the
non-aligned worlds?).

I'm hopin’ and a-prayin’... but I'm not
holding my breath. But if you don't ask, you
can't receive, so please give those talents a
call, Puh-lease!

Babblin on,

SCOTT TILSON

123 VISTA DRIVE
MISSISSAUGA, ONTARIO Lb6M
1W2

Hey, you never know. Peter David, Bill
Mumy (who also plays Lennier on the TV
show), and John Ostrander all have been
scheming on various yet-to-be-scheduled
comic book plots. So don't hold your breath
(gets uncomfortable after awhile, hm?), but
do keep a lookout at your comic book store.

BABYLON 5:

| just finished the latest issue of B5 [#5]
and it is much better than the previous stuff,
This new artist has a better grasp of how to
portray the characters, and the writing is great.

My only concern is continuity. If Garibaldi
is being chased by the bugs as early as this is
supposed to take place, why doesn’t he
recognize them now on the show? Otherwise
a great issue. | hope this new team has a
LONG are.

Manglewolf@aol.com

Guess by now you've realized the
answer — Garibaldi’s had to keep his
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entire Mars experience a secret (till now),

John Ridgway and Tim DeHaas will be
taking brief hiatuses after this issue, but we
promise to bring them both back, separately
and together.

Dear Laura:

Tim DeHaas rules! He is The Ruler. He
rulezzzzzzzz. Okay, okay, sorry. Too much
coffee. But Tim is great (| loved the episode he
did for Stan TRex: VOYAGER... creepyl). It's
interesting to see someone $o involved in the
SF multiverse write a comic book.

You have noted in your column that B is
to be a series of story arcs with “rotating
creative teams” — what other BIG names in
the industry can we look forward to?

JOHN ERICKSEN
ONTARIO, CANADA

PS. Didn't mean to leave out Ridgway. He
also rules.

Even more hig names? Glad you asked!
Next month, famed Nebula-winning SF
writer David Gerrold starts on a two-parter,
After that, another quickie by Tim DeHaas,
and then a four-issue arc by Bb creator J.
Michael Straczynski himself, with art by
returning artist (and also-Ruler) John
Ridgway.

Ms. Hitcheock:

Congratulations on the conclusion of your
first story arc [issue #4, “The Price of Peace”).
What can | say, | am impressed. You have
pulled off a pretty good first attempt at
bringing a television series to the print
medium,

3 VP — Business Affairs
ecutive Director — Production
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However, as with many other “Bab-Nuts,"
| tend to pick nits rather than give credit where
credit is due. Remember, we do this because
we (like you, I'm sure) love BABYLON 5 and
want this to be the best possible comic you
can give readers. (Sorry if | dwell too much on
the “little mistakes,’)

Mr. Moretti: Great having the Psi-Corps
setting up the Homeguard. | honestly thought it
would be Bester trying to take a parting shot at
Sinclair after the events of “Mind War™ and
would tie into the assassination of the
President.

Unfortunately, a continuity eror cropped up
when Delenn, Neroon, and the Judiciaries
discuss the human/Minbari souls issue. Neroon
did not know the reason until he replaced
Delenn on the Grey Council ([TV episode:] “All
Alone in the Night”). For that matter, only the
Grey Council should know about this.

Mr. Netzer: Great improvement since issue
one (or two, for that matter). You are a
talented man but have a problem with little
details. Garibaldi and Shendan wear armor
(which, by the way, looks nothing like the
series’ armor) and then it mysteriously
disappears two pages later. Insignias are the
higgest problem; some appear and disappear
randomly, and sometimes, spontaneously
change position on uniforms.

M. Busch: my pet peeve, what drives me
honkers is the fact that security uniforms are
GREY, not BLUE. Without seeming hostile over
such a little thing as the coloring of 8 comic
book page, | must ask: have you seen the
show? Please take more care in the future,

With many licensed projects, | feel
creators believe they don't have to be careful,
hecause they think fans may complain but
they'll always keep buying. Please don’t go in
this direction. Babylon 5 is special, from the
people behind it to the finished product. The
comic should follow this tradition and be a
testament to the series, not just a siphon for
cash flow.

Sory if | seem too harsh, but you're doing a
good job. | just think you're capable of a great
one.

BRETT HARRIS

65 WOODSTOCK LANE
BRISTOL, VA

Regarding story: when Neroon spoke to
the judges about human/Minbari souls, he
still had no idea whether the connection
was a fact — for him, it was just a rumor.

Regarding your other notes... BABYLON
5 15 special — largely because the story is
so detailed and dense. But what makes the
series terific also makes putting together a
monthly comic tough, despite working
closely with the talented TV people. So, we
could quibble over all your points, but... hey.
Around here, we'd rather just watch the
show. Or work on making the comic better.

Dear Laura,

Just read ish #5. Wow! John Ridgway is
a tenific artist! The shots of the Shadowships
and alien landscapes remind me of the classic
GaLaxy covers in my collection.

It's satisfying to finally get backstory on
Garibaldi and Sinclai. Quite frankly, | prefer
Sinclair to Sheridan. | hope he continues to
make appearances in future issues.

While I'm at it, | think the new glossy
paper you're printing on complements the
artwork — particularly the coloring in this
series. Please keep it up. It's too bad Mike
Netzer's story arc came out on that old paper.
It wound up looking muddy. Hope he gets a
shot with this improved format.

How about a storyline focusing mostly on
the alien characters? A story featuring Londo
and 6'Kar could be fun,

Anyway, keep up the great work. Can't
wait to see what happens to Garibaldi and
Keffer in #6.

JOHN LEVINSON
NEWARK, NJ

And by now, you know. Follow-up
comments?

Dear Ms. Hitchcock:

| love BABYLON 5! I've just read issue #5
and can't wait to see what happens. Tim
DeHaas is such a great writer | love the
flashback story within a story). And the
artwork is termific. I'm relatively new to
comics, so I'm wondering if the works of
DeHaas and Ridgway can be found elsewhere?

Also, since B is such an intense saga, are
there plans to sell it as a collected edition?
Any possibility of a comics adaptation of the
complete television series?

LISA BELAIR
BROOKLYN, NY

Tim DeHaas's career seems to be on fast
takeoff these days (as per the keen-eyed
John Ericksen, who spotted Tim's credit on
S1a Thex: Vovacen); we recommend you keep
watching for writers' names at the beginning
of TV shows.

As for Ridgway — John’s well-known
in the biz, having pencilled and inked
numerous comics for DC (including THE
SPECTRE and HELLBLAZER). We were just
lucky to discover how much he loved BS.

We've heard rumblings about collected
editions of the comics, and collected TV
shows, but nothing definite yet. If fans
demanded, guess we could turn out a comic
hook adaptation of the show, but really, isn't
it more fun to storm new ground?

Dear Laura:

Mayhe I'm an enigma... | never really
watched the [BagvLon 5] show. This is owing
to work/school/total inability to program my
VCR (it's a 92 Toshiba; any tips?). But | really
love the comic book — in fact, with issue #5
(and the notation about “The Coming of
Shadows" [page 2]) | feel much more intent
upon sitting down and watching the program.

It's funny that reading would supplant TV
in the role of an easy way to catch up on a
subject (hey, how about DC Comics presents
Curr Nores?!l). My concern is that | have
already missed the first year (or more?) of
programs — does Wamer plan on releasing
them on video anytime soon?

ANNA MURPHY
MIDDLETOWN, CT

Like we said, rumors abound. To push
your luck, you could harass your local video
dealers — or better yet, aim a letter
campaign at the show's producers,
distributors, and whoever else seems a -
likely target.
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